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INTRODUCTION. 


HESE  "  Talks  to  Men  Only  "  have  been  given  in  many  places 


JL  from  Cape  Breton  to  Manitoba.  Concerning  them,  Rev. 
Isaac  Murray,  D.  D.,  of  North  Sydney.  C.  B.,  writes  : — 
"I  wish  you  would  send  forth  your  addresses  to  "  Men  Only. "  Such 
addresses  are  much  needed,  and  yours  will  do  good.  As  to  their 
matter,  they  were  substantial,  evangelical  and  logical,  containing 
good  points  well  put,  calculated  to  reach  the  heart  by  enlightening 
the  mind,  and  to  implant  principles  which  would  rouse  the  feelings 
and  guide  in  godly  walk  and  conversation.  The  style  was  always 
crisp  and  clear,  and  went  direct  to  the  dullest  apprehension. — 
The  consequence  was  that  the  audience  listened  with  rapt  attention, 
felt  drawn  to  the  speaker,  and  realized  more  clearly  than  was  their 
wont,  the  importance  of  manhood  and  the  responsibilities  of  life. 
As  a  result  many  were  made  better  citizens,  and  many  dated  their 
conversion, — a  new  ourse  of  thought  and  action — from  the  impres- 
sions received  from  the^e  "  Talks." 

Mr.  C.  M.  Copeund,  Provincial  Secretary  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
Manitoba,  writes  :  "  The  necessity  for  special  addresses  to  "Men 
Only,"  is  so  apparent  to  any  one  who  knows  men  and  their  needs, 
that  it  seems  to  me  no  word  is  required  to  emphasize  or  enforce  it. 
Your  "Talks  to  Men  Only  "  are  admirably  adapted  to  meet  the 
need.  Plain,  clear,  convincing,  they  appeal  to  both  head  and 
heart,  and  accomplish  that  which  they  are  intended  to  accomplish, 
which  is  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  any  human  production.  I 
know  they  were  used  of  God  here  in  Winnipeg,  which  is  proof 


vi 


INTRODUCTION. 


positive  of  their  utility.  I  trust  they  will  be  published.  If  they 
are,  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of  aiding  in 
circulating  them." 

They  are  sent  forth  dedicated  to  the  "  Young  Men  of  Canada," 
with  the  prayer  that  their  future  printed  usefulness  may  greatly 
exceed  their  previous  spoken  influence. 

In  order  that  they  may  be  generally  perused,  the  "  plain"  parts 
are  eliminated,  and  will  be  published  separately  in  pamphlet  form, 
for  private  distribution  to  men  only.  The  talk  on  "  Delusions  " 
can  be  found  in  4 1  Talks  to  Saints  and  Sinners."  "Why  are  so 
few  saved  after  40  years  of  age  ?"  is  issued  separately  by  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.    The  "  Talk  to  Railway  Men  "  is  also  issued  separately. 


A  PLAIN  TALK  ON  MOSES'  CHOICE. 


EFORE  commencing  our  "Talks"  I  wish  you  men  to 
understand  that  I'm  not  here  to  abuse  or  lecture  you. 
If  I'm  anything  at  all  it's  because  of  what  God's  grace 
has  done  i'or  me:  and  our  idea  in  these  "  Talks,"  is  to 
encourage  and  incite  others  to  seek  the  blessings  of  salvation 
which  we  enjoy.  We  know  your  trials  and  temptations, 
your  sorrows  and  sins,  and  to  help  you  overcome  these,  we 
are  here  to-day. 

I'm  thankful  that  God  has  blessed  these  men's  meetings. 
I  believe  one  reason  is  that  men  listen  in  these  services. 
The  trouble  is  that  when  you  go  to  church  you  do  not 
listen.  You  are  thinking  about  business,  about  pleasure, 
indeed  about  anything  but  the  sermon.  A  minister  once 
prepared  a  sermon  specially  for  a  mill-owner  whom  he  was 
anxious  to  see  a  Christian.  On  the  Sabbath  he  was  pleased 
to  see  the  man  present  and  he  preached  at  him  as  hard  as 
he  could.  At  the  close  of  the  service,  on  coming  down 
from  the  pulpit  he  expected  to  find  the  man  very  cool,  but 
to  his  astonishment  the  man  stepped  up  and  greeted  him 
as  pleasantly  as  usual.  The  minister  thought  he  must  find 
out  what  impression  the  sermon  made  and  so  asked,  "What 
did  you  think  of  the  sermon  V  "  To  tell  you  the  truth," 
the  man  replied,  "I  didn't  hear  it."  "What  in  the  world 
were  you  doing'?"  the  minister  exclaimed,  "  Well,  I  was 
looking  around  and  thinking  what  a  splendid  mill  this  place 
would  make,  and  I  was  trying  to  cipher  how  many  looms  I 
could  get  in  it." 
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I  wish  you  men  would  listen  to  God's  word  to-day. 
"Faith  cometh  by  hearing — hearing  by  the  word  of  God.'' 
I'm  convinced  that  if  you  will  listen  to  God's  word  it  will 
be  blest  to  you.  A  minister  told  me  that  when  he  was  preach- 
ing in  the  western  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  one  Sabbath 
morning  a  mother  asked  her  son  to  go  to  church.  He  said, 
"  No,  I'm  going  to  the  woods  to  have  some  fun."  He  went 
to  the  woods,  but  did  not  find  the  fun,  for  he  felt  badly 
about  disobeying  his  mother.  He  finally  determined  to  go 
and  try  to  hear  some  of  the  sermon  and  make  his  mother 
believe  he  had  been  in  church.  Being  the  summer  time  the 
windows  were  up,  and  this  minister  having  a  powerful  voice, 
the  young  man  got  under  a  tree  quite  a  distance  from  the 
church  and  commenced  to  listen  to  the  sermon.  He  was 
not  listening  very  long,  till  he  got  on  his  knees  and  began 
to  pray.  The  word  had  gotten  into  his  ears  and  into  his 
heart,  and  he  became  one  of  the  most  earnest  and  useful 
members  of  that  church. 

In  Hebrews  xi,  24-26,  we  read  :  "  By  faith  Moses,  when 
he  was  come  to  years,  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of 
Pharoah's  daughter;  chosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with 
the  people  of  God  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a 
season  ;  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches  than 
the  treasures  in  Egypt,  for  he  had  respect  unto  the  recom- 
pense of  the  reward."  What  I  wish  to  show  you  this 
afternoon  is  that  the  three  things  which  Moses  could  have 
had,  are  the  three  things  most  young  men  are  endeavouring 
to  obtain. 

First,  he  could  have  had  position  or  power  ;  "  He  refused 
to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharoah's  daughter."  What  a 
position  of  influence  and  power  this  gave  him  !     Yet  he 
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refused  it.  Now,  are  not  many  of  you  young  men  deliber- 
ately setting  your  hearts  on  these  things  ?  Some  of  you 
wish  to  be  clever  lawyers ;  others  wish  to  be  leading 
mercantile  men.  A  good  many  are  ambitious  for  political 
influence,  while  not  a  few  seek  social  and  literary  distinction. 
You  say,  "  Is  it  wrong  to  seek  these  or  similar  things  V 
Well,  that  depends.  I  see  nothing  to  hinder  some  young 
men  who  are  here  this  afternoon  from  holding  the  highest 
political  position  in  the  land.  God  bless  you,  brother  !  I 
hope  you  will  be  the  best  leader  we  have  ever  had.  But 
look  !  Suppose  you  set  your  heart  on  this,  and  in  endeavour- 
ing to  obtain  it  neglect  everything  else,  you  may  purchase 
your  position  at  a  heavy  cost.  A  young  man  once  attended 
Princeton  College.  He  was  so  clever  that  he  could  take 
all  the  prizes  without  effort.  This  left  him  much  spare 
time,  so  that  he  was  a  pretty  lively  boy.  A  revival 
of  religion  visited  that  institution.  He  was  much  impressed. 
It  is  said  that  one  day  he  went  into  his  room  and  locked 
the  door,  determined  before  leaving  to  settle  the  question 
of  his  future.  The  way  the  matter  came  to  him  was 
this:  "  Will  I  be  a  Christian  or  a  politician  V  It  seems 
he  was  very  ambitious  in  this  latter  direction.  The  foolish 
fellow,  why  didn't  he  see  that  his  first  duty  was  to  be  right 
with  God,  and  that  then  if  God  led  him  into  politics  it 
would  be  all  right  ?  However  it  seems  to  have  come  as  a 
square  issue — religion  or  politics.  He  left  his  room  saying, 
"  I'll  be  a  politician."  From  that  hour  he  is  not  known 
to  have  had  a  solemn  thought  or  a  compunction  of  con- 
science. He  became  a  bad  man.  Indeed  his  deeds  are  not 
fit  to  be  repeated.  He  entered  politics  and  went  from  one 
position  to  another  till  he  became  vice-president  of  the 
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United  States.  He  only'missed  the  presidency  by  one  vote. 
Eat  have  you  ever  read  of  the  homes  he  ruined  ?  how  he  was 
tried  for  treason?  how  he  killeda  man?  vvhata  miserable  death 
he  died  ?  how  they  had  to  smuggle  his  body  into  the  town 
where  he  is  buried  1  and  how  he  now  lies  at  the  feet  of  his 
grandfather,  one  ol  the  holiest  men  who  ever  lived  in 
America  ?  Many  of  you  know  I'm  talking  of  Aaron  Burr. 
Young  men,  be  warned.  How  does  this  life,  death  and 
burial  compare  with  that  of  Moses  1  Are  you  deciding 
against  Jesus  Christ,  or  for  him  *?  God  help  you  to  be 
honest  to  your  convictions  right  now. 

The  second  thing  which  Moses  could  have  had,  and  for 
which  many  young  men  are  living  is  Measure.  He  "  chose 
rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God  than  to 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season."  There  are  then 
u  pleasures  of  sin  T  Of  course  there  are,  and  it's  a  great 
mistake  to  deny  it.  I'm  glad  the  Bible  is  such  an  honest 
and  true  book.  I  remember  when  a  young  fellow  and  living 
a  gay  and  sinful  life,  that  I  sat  in  the  front  seat  in  the  "  old 
kirk."  Some  good  old  minister  would  preach  and  say,  "Young 
men  there  is  no  pleasure  in  the  world.  You  will  never  be 
happy  till  you  are  a  Christian."  "  Well,"  I  used  to  say  to 
myself,  "  if  all  your  preaching  is  like  that,  I  don't  take 
much  stock  in  it,  for  I  had  a  good  time  last  night  and 
I  expect  another  good  one  to-morrow  night."  Now  this 
good  brother  meant  all  right,  but  expressed  it  unfortunately. 
There  may  be  no  true  pleasure  in  the  world.  Compared  with 
the  peace  and  joy  which  Christ  gives,  there  is  certainly 
little,  but  I  think  we  better  hold  to  the  Bible  and  say, 
"  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season,"  aye  !  "for  a  season" 

What  are  the  things  in  which  young  men  are  seeking  to 
find  pleasure?    1st. — Gambling.    I  never  did  much  of  this 
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but  just  enough  to  know  its  infatuation  and  danger.  While 
visiting  a  town  some  time  ago,  I  learned  something  about 
gamblers  which  fairly  disgusted  me,  while  it  also  illustrated 
the  point  "  pleasures  for  a  season.'7  A  man  who  received  a 
good  salary  and  had  a  comfortable  home,  and  a  kind  loving 
family,  commenced  staying  out  at  night  having  a  drink  and 
a  game  of  cards.  Soon  money  was  put  up.  I  have  no 
douht  it  was  great  pleasure  as  night  after  night  they  met 
and  drank  and  gambled.  Finally,  however,  he  is  in 
trouble.  He  is  looking  for  some  one  to  lend  him  money. 
There  is  a  bill  of  sale  on  his  furniture,  and  he  is  heavily  in 
debt.  In  eighteen  months  he  has  lost  $2000.00.  What  about 
your  fun  now  ?  It's  slightly  marred,  isn't  it  ?  Oh  how  true 
it  is  !    "the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season." 

2nd. — Many  young  men  are  seeking  pleasure  in  Drink. 
There  is  no  use  denying,  it  has  pleasures  at  first.  When 
young  fellows  get  together  in  a  room,  drinking,  singing, 
telling  stories,  &c,  it's  a  "  big  time,"  no  doubt.  Few,  if 
any,  at  first  like  drink  for  its  own  sake.  It's  the  accom- 
panying fun,  the  "  Come  on,  boys,"  "  How  are  you  old 
fellow?"  "What's  the  news?"  "What  will  you  have  T> 
"Hurrah!  hurrah!"  Surely  it's  pleasure.  But  hold  on.  It's 
not  very  long  till  going  home  late  at  night,  one  feels  miser- 
able in  the  morning.  Now  he  wakes  with  a  headache,  and 
wishes  he  had  not  to  go  to  work.  One  night  he  wakes  up 
thirsty,  choking.  He  goes  to  the  pitcher  and  empties  it,  but 
the  thirst  is  only  increased.  He  goes  to  the  pump, 
but  the  more  water  he  pours  in  the  hotter  the  fire 
seems.  Hell  in  your  stomach  !  "  pleasures  of  sin  for  a 
season."  And  now  mother  begins  to  find  you  out.  She 
speaks  to  you.    You  find  her  weeping.    You  know  you  are 


12 


TALKS  TO  YOUNG  MENT  ONLY. 


breaking  her  heart.  The  pleasure  is  lessening,  isn't  it  ? 
Now  you  make  up  your  mind  to  stop  it.  You  are  not 
going  with  the  "  boys "  any  more.  Oh  my!  how  happy 
mother  and  sisters  are  when  you  come  in  early.  It  seems 
too  good.  They  can't  do  enough  to  entertain  you,  and 
make  it  a  pleasant  home-coming.  Next  night  you  are  in 
again.  The  following  day  something  says  :  "  Well  it  was 
very  quiet  home  last  night.  Why  not  go  and  see  the  ."  boys  " 
and  hear  what  is  going  on  T  And  you  go.  What  a  fuss 
they  make  !  "  What  will  you  have,  old  fellow  V  "  Thanks, 
I'll  take  a  cigar."  "  Oh  go  on  have  a  drink."  "  No  thanks, 
I  don't  care  for  any."  "  Have  something  "  soft"  anyway." 
"  Well,  I  don't  care  if  I  do."  Then  pop  is  poured  out,  and 
as  you  go  to  drink  it  a  chum  leans  over,  and  taking  a 
bottle  with  a  patent  top  on  it,  says,  shaking  it  into  your 
glass — "What  are  you  giving  us?  put  a  "  stick  "  in  it, 
man."  You  drink  it,  and  go  home  that  night  worse  than 
ever  before.  What  about  your  pleasures  now  ?  Thus  it 
goes  on,  till  you  are  a  slave  altogether  to  strong  drink. 
And  now  let  me  ask,  "  Did  you  ever  see  a  man  in  Delirium 
Tremens  T  Poor  fellow  !  Demons  fill  the  room — snakes  are 
crawling  everywhere  ;  finally  he  has  to  be  tied  with  ropes. 
Young  men  commencing  to  drink,  believe  me,  believe  God, 
it  is  only  "  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season." 

3rd. — The  thing  to  which  I  shall  now  refer  is  a  delicate 
matter  to  discuss.  However  a  knowledge  of  the  evil  in  its 
common  and  awful  results  compels  me.  I  was  three  years 
in  a  drug  store,  and  know  whereof  I  speak.  Besides,  young 
men  have  come  to  me  asking  advice  and  assistance  in  this 
matter.  Boys  learn  bad  and  unclean  habits  sometimes 
when  very  young.    They  knowT  not  the  consequences,  but 
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only  think  of  pleasure,  forgetting  that  it  is  only  "  for  a 
season."  Soon  the  body  is  diseased,  the  mind  weakened, 
and  the  soul  all  but  ruined.  Look  at  the  premature  deaths, 
and  the  crowded  asylums.  Ask  any  medical  man,  and  he  will 
tell  you  that  secret  sins  and  vile  habits  have  much  to  do 
with  them.  Yet  from  delicacy,  parents  and  friends  say  little 
about  one  of  the  most  common  evils  of  the  day. 

Then  nothing  will  do  some  young  men  till  they  get  to 
evil  haunts.  Let  me  tell  you  a  true  story.  A  young  man 
came  to  one  of  our  Canadian  cities.  He  had  at  home  in 
the  country  a  good  mother  and  pure  sisters.  He  clerks  in  a 
store  and  gets  in  with  a  lot  of  the  "boys."  First  it  is  cigars 
and  drinks,  and  broken  sabbaths.  Then  he  must  see  the 
sights.    He  must  visit  these  houses.    Now  he  is  lying  on  a 

bed  in  a  hotel.    Mr.  C  ,  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  sits  by  his 

side  attending  to  his  wants.    "  Mr.  C  he  says,  "  Do 

you  love  me  V  "  Of  course  1  do,"  he  is  answered.  "  Well, 
for  God's  sake  if  you  do,  get  an  axe  and  knock  my  brains 
out ;  I'm  suffering  such  agony."  The  loathesome  disease  is 
doing  its  work.  He  is  reaping  what  he  sowed.  Apart 
from  religion  altogether,  ins't  sin  an  awful  thing  ?  Have 
you  ever  walked  through  the  hospitals  in  one  of  our 
large  cities  and  seen  the  suffering  as  a  result  of  this  sin  ? 
For  any  sake  be  warned,  and  know  that  this  pleasure  like 
the  others,  is  "  only  for  a  season." 

In  Java  there  is  a  valley  which  is  a  terror  to  the  natives, 
by  reason  of  the  presence  of  the  deadly  Carbon  Di-oxide. 
Its  soil  is  covered  with  the  skeletons  of  tigers,  stags,  goats, 
birds,  and  even  with  some  of  human  beings.  Indeed 
few  that  go  into  it  come  out  alive.  This,  young 
man,  is  a  picture  of  the  valley  of  sensuality.    How  few 
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who  descend  into  its  depths  escape.  So  many  of  you 
say  "  I'll  stop  after  a  little."  So  said  all  who  have  gone 
down  to  a  sensualist's  grave.  Look  at  the  eagle,  the  king 
of  birds,  as  he  soars  in  the  azure  sky,  young,  strong,  and 
free.  He  sees  a  carcass  floating  down  a  river  on  a  cake  of 
ice.  He  swoops  down  upon  it  and  begins  to  feast  himself. 
Now  he  hears  the  noise  of  the  cataract  to  which  he  is 
rapidly  drifting,  and  thinking  he  has  enough  attempts  to 
rise.  But  as  he  has  been  feeding  on  the  carrion  his  wings 
have  frozen  to  the  ice,  and  there  he  is  a  helpless  captive. 
Watch  him  work  and  struggle,  that  he  may  once  more  fly  in 
the  free  air.  Alas,  he  is  doomed  !  for  now  he  plunges  into 
the  abyss  of  death.  Oh,  young  men  be  warned  !  Look  at 
many  of  these  poor  fellows  who  said,  "  Oh,  I  can  stop  any 
time."  They  vainly  struggle  to  free  themselves  from 
enslaving  vices,  as  they  hear  the  noise  of  their  coming  doom. 
For  any  sake  young  men  turn  from  sin  ere  it  be  for  ever 
too  late. 

"Well,  Mr.  Meikle,"  some  of  you  say,  "what  are  we 
going  to  do  We  find  within  us  ungratified  desires  and 
ambitions.  You  say,  don't  swear,  drink,  or  do  anything 
bad.  Give  up  novel  reading,  being  out  late  at  night, 
and  all  the  things  you  are  now  doing."  "  Well,  Mr. 
Meikle,"  some  of  you  say,  "  we  find  within  us  ungratified 
desires  and  ambitions.  You  say  do  not  swear,  or  drink,  or 
do  anything  bad.  Give  up  novel  reading,  being  out  late  at 
night,  and  all  the  things  you  are  now  doing.  What  in  the 
world  are  we  going  to  do?"  In  reply  let  me  remind  you  of  the 
gospel  Chalmers  preached  in  his  famous  sermon,  "The 
expulsive  power  of  a  new  affection."  He  is  said  to 
have  thought  of  the  subject  in  the  following  way :  He 
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was  once  riding  on  a  crowded  coach,  sitting  beside  the 
driver,  who  all  at  once  drew  his  long  whip  and  gave 
one  of  the  leaders  a  hard  cut  behind  the  ears.  "  What 
do  you  mean  ?"  exclaimed  Chalmers,  "the  horse  was 
not  misbehaving  in  any  way."  "No  sir."  he  replied, 
"  but  he  always  balks  a  short  distance  from  here,  and  / 
thought  Fd  give  him  something  else  to  think  about"  That 
is  what  the  sinner  needs.  Young  people  are  urged  too  much 
"  to  give  up,"  "  to  deny  themselves,"  instead  of  being  shown 
that  there  is  something  for  them  far  better  than  what  they 
are  now  enjoying. 

I  remember  some  years  ago  talking  to  a  very  smart  young 
fellow  about  these  things.  He  said  :  "  To  tell  you 
the  truth,  Mr.  Meikle,  I'm  having  a  good  time,  and  I'm  not 
ready  to  give  it  all  up  and  deny  myself  as  you  were  preaching 
last  night."  I  said  '  I  was  preaching  last  night  to  Chris- 
tians, and  not  to  you  at  all.  Now  listen  a  moment.  Suppose 
you  and  I  are  coming  down  the  street  eating  fine  oranges 
just  in  from  the  South.  As  we  get  opposite  the  corner,  a 
lot  of  our  chums  are  on  the  other  side  chewing  away  at 
raw  potatoes.  We  say,  *  Hello,  boys  !  come  on  and  have 
some  oranges.'  4  Oh,'  they  say,  4  We  are  having  a  good 
time  here,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  give  it  up.'  Do  you 
think  it  would  be  much  denial  to  leave  the  potatoes  and  take 
oranges'?'  "  Your  point  is  well  taken,"  he  replied.  "You 
are  not  asking  me  to  give  up  bad  to  come  and  get  worse, 
but  to  give  up  bad  to  get  something  better."  And  now  for 
the  sake  of  you  professing  Christian  men,  I  must  tell  you 
something  he  asked  me.  After  saying  the  above  he  con- 
tinued :  "  If  you  Christians  have  the  oranges,  I  wish  you 
would  tell  me  how  is  it  that  so  many  go  back  to  the  raw 
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potatoes  ?*  I  said,  "  I  give  it  up."  I  wish  if  any  of  you 
men  can  explain  this,  that  you  would  come  to  me  at  the 
close  of  this  meeting  and  do  so.  Perhaps  as  good  an  expla- 
nation as  any,  was  that  suggested  by  a  brother  at  the  close  of 
one  of  our  meetings.  He  said,  "  I  would  have  told  him 
that  the  reason  some  professing  Christians  go  back  to  the 
raw  potatoes  is,  because  they  never  get  through  the  rind  of 
the  orange."  I'm  inclined  to  think  this  mvself.  Fm  afraid 
that  the  worldly,  pleasure-seeking  Christians  never  got  into 
the  heart  of  the  matter. 

There  is  one  thing  more  which  Moses  could  have  had 
for  which  many  men  are  living.  The  account  says  that 
"  He  esteemed  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches  than 
the  treasures  in  Egypt."  Moses  could  have  had  abundance 
of  money.  I  believe  that  in  our  day  love  of  this  is  ruining 
more  souls  than  the  things  already  referred  to.  Gambling 
is  common,  drinking  is  ruining  its  thousands,  licentiousness 
is  far  too  prevalent,  but  love  of  money  is  almost  universal. 
Many  men  here  who  would  not  gamble  or  drink,  and  who 
are  pure  and  good  in  their  lives,  are  setting  their  hearts  on 
being  rich.  It's  simply  awful  the  extent  to  which  this  race 
for  riches  is  being  carried.  For  this  men  are  neglecting 
their  homes,  their  souls,  their  God.  They  are  lying,  stealing, 
and  cheating  in  business.  Bribery  in  politics  and  courts  of 
justice  is  common.  Men  are  engaged  in  slavery,  smuggling, 
liquor  selling  and  murder,  all  to  make  money.  The  fact  is 
that  covetousness  or  love  of  money  for  its  own  sake,  or  for 
what  it  does,  in  the  way  of  display,  style  and  luxuries,  seems 
to  be  controlling  the  world.  How  true  the  Bible  is  when  it 
says,  "  They  that  desire  to  be  rich  fall  into  temptation  and 
a  snare,  and  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  such  as  drown 
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men  in  destruction  and  perdition."  Many  remind  me  of  the 
fellow  who,  when  the  ship  was  sinking,  went  into  the 
hold  and  breaking  open  the  boxes  of  gold,  after  tying 
strings  about  his  limbs,  loaded  himself  down,  and  rushing 
on  deck  jumped  overboard,  only  to  be  carried  to  the  bottom. 
So  men  are  piling  up  money,  only  "  to  drown  themselves  in 
destruction  and  perdition." 

Midas,  the  Phygian  king,  went  to  the  gods  and  asked 
if  they  would  grant  his  request.  Being  answered  "  Yes," 
he  asked  "  May  everything  I  touch  turn  to  gold."  Grasping 
his  cane,  it  turned  to  a  bar  of  virgin  gold.  Placing  his  hand 
on  a  great  rock  it  immediately  became  solid  gold.  He  went 
to  his  palace  over-joyed  that  everything  he  touched  would 
immediately  turn  to  gold.  He  sat  down  to  eat,  and  taking 
up  a  dish,  it  turned  to  gold.  Peaching  for  the  brend  it 
turned  to  gold.  Everything  he  touched  turned  to  gold. 
He  had  in  his  greed  asked  for  his  own  destruction.  And 
how  many  men  to-day  earnestly  pray,  by  actions  if  not  in 
words?  "  God,  may  everything  I  touch  turn  to  gold."  Like 
Midas  of  old  they  ask  for  their  own  death.  I  tell  you  men, 
who  condemn  the  drunkard  and  libertine,  you  better  watch 
lest  you  have  a  miser's  spirit,  which  is  just  as  far  from  the 
spiiit  of  Christ  as  drunkenness  or  lust. 

Here  then  were  the  three  things  set  before  Moses, — 
power,  pleasure,  plenty.  They  are  before  you  men  too. 
In  contrast  with  these  were  set  before  him,  "  affliction  with 
God's  people,"  "  the  reproach  of  Christ,"  to  end  with  "  the 
recompense  of  the  reward."  I  suppose  that  Pharaoh  and  the 
people  about  the  Egyptian  court  spoke  of  Moses  as  people 
often  do  now  of  some  who  become  Christians,  "  Oh,  what  a 
pity  !  They  will  be  spoiled  for  business  and  society,  What 
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brilliant  prospects  are  before  them.  They  are  going  to 
throw  away  their  lives."  It  doubtless  seemed  foolish  to  many 
to  see  Moses  decide  as  he  did.  But  lift  the  veil  to  the  left. 
Here  for  all  these  years  are  these  ambitious,  rich  plea- 
sure-seekers shut  out  from  God's  presence.  Look  again 
to  the  right.  Here  is  the  man  who  "  made  a  fool  of  him- 
self," all  these  years  "  at  God's  right  hand,  where  there  are 
pleasures  evermore."  Answer  honestly,  and  tell  me  who 
you  consider  made  the  best  choice  1 

This  leads  me,  lastly,  to  notice  how  he  did  all  this. 
The  account  says  it  was  by  "  choice,"  as  a  result  of  his 
faith.  He  believed  God  and  "  chose "  to  do  it.  That's 
what  I  believe  it  is.  It  is  a  choice  or  decision.  Here 
brother  are  two  courses  before  you  :  God  [says,  "  Behold,  I 
set  before  you  life  and  death,  therefore  choose  life."  I  feel 
strongly  on  this  word  "  choose  "  or  "  decide."  God  says, 
"  Come  and  let  us  reason."  He  does  not  wish  you  to 
blindly  swallow  certain  beliefs.  He  gives  you  reason  to 
examine  and  judge  as  to  the  revelation  He  has  given  ;  as  to 
the  difference,  even  in  this  life,  of  those  who  Ghoose  between 
opposite  ways ;  of  the  rewards  and  punishments,  present 
and  future,  of  both  courses  ;  and  He  asks  you  to  decide. 
Will  you  do  it  ?  Will  you  do  it  now  1  Yes  you  will, 
either  one  way  or  the  other.  You  are  deciding  now.  Is  it 
for  Christ  or  against  him?  I  remember  some  time  ago 
asking  a  young  man  if  he  were  going  to  decide  for  Christ. 
He  said  :  "  Mr.  Meikle,  you  are  always  saying,  1  decide,' 
'decide.'    I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  decide."    I  said 

'  Excuse  me  E  ,  but  you  do  know.    Suppose  I  come  to 

your  store,  and  ask  4 How  much  wages  are  you  receiving  ?  How 
many  hours  have  you  to  work  1  Is  your  master  kind  and  con- 
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siderate'?'  Having  received  answers  to  these  questions, 
suppose  I  say  :  '  Well,  I  know  a  man  who  is  very  kind, 
and  he  wants  you  to  work  for  him.  He  wTill  give  you 
twice  as  much  wages  as  you  are  getting,  and  you  will 
have  much  shorter  hours.  I'll  be  along  in  a  few  minutes  to 
know  your  decision/    I  eome  back  in  a  little,  and  say  : 

<  Well,  R  ,  have  you  decided?    '  Well,  Mr.  Meikle, 

I've  been  thinking  about  it,  and  it's  certainly  a  good  offer, 
but  I  don't  know  what  it  is  to  decide.'  Now  men,  you  can 
see  the  nonsense  of  this.  You  do  know  what  it  is  to  decide. 
Well,  ty  God's  grace  decide  now.  You  have  been  serving 
the  Devil  for  a  long  time.  Are  you  willing  from  this  time 
to  commence  serving  Christ  ?  Here  are  the  two  masters. 
Both  wish  your  service.  Both  offer  wages.  "  The  wages  of 
sin  is  death  ;  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life."  Which 
master  will  you  serve  ?   Which  wages  will  you  accept 

I  heard  Mr.  Sankey  tell  that  when  he  and  Mr.  Moody 
were  conducting  services  in  Springfield,  Mass.,  Major  Malan 
was  present  one  night.  At  the  close  of  the  first  service, 
he  turned  to  a  young  man  who  sat  near  him  and  said,  "  Are 
you  interested  .in  these  things'?"  "  Yes,  I  am,"  was  the 
immediate  and  honest  reply.  Major  Malan  then  had  quite 
a  conversation  with  him.  He  found  that  he  was  a  student 
of  Harvard  University,  now  at  home  on  a  short  visit  to  his 
parents.  When  the  second  service  was  dismissed,  Major 
Malan  walked  home  with  this  enquirer,  and  stood  talking  to 
him  quite  a  time  at  his  father's  gate.  Finally  Malan  said, 
"  Good-night  young  man.  I  go  to-night  to  New  York,  and 
to-morrow  take  steamer  for  Europe.  YVe  may  never  meet 
again.  Be  true  to  your  convictions  !  Be  true  to  Christ  ! 
Good-night !  God  bless  you  !"  and  turning  he  went 
^owards  the,  city.    The  young  man  turned  and  started  up 
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the  walk  to  his  father's  house.  Suddenly  he  stopped,  and 
drawing  a  line  with  his  cane  in  the  gravel  at  his  feet,  he 
said  :  "  If  I  go  over  that  line,  I'm  going  to  be  a  Christian  at 
once.  If  I  walk  around  it,  I'm  going  to  put  it  off  a  while 
longer."  There  he  stood  at  the  line.  "  Step  over,"  said  the 
Holy  Spirit.  "  But  what  would  the  boys  at  College  say  ? 
and  how  can  you  live  up  to  it  J"  said  Satan.  There  he 
stood  as  the  conflict  went  on.  Arguments  pro  and  con  flew 
thick  and  fast.  At  last  he  drew  himself  up  and  said,  "  I 
will,"  and  stepped  over  the  line.  Those  of  you  who  have 
made  similar  decisions  know  how  quickly  light  came.  He 
hurried  into  the  house,  and  told  his  parents  that  he  had 
decided  for  Christ,  and  you  can  imagine  their  joy.  A  lady 
heard  this  incident,  and  wrote  : 

"  Oh,  tender  and  sweet  was  the  Master's  voice, 

As  He  lovingly  called  to  me, 
"  Come  over  the  line,  it  is  only  a  step, 

I'm  waiting  my  child  for  thee." 

"  But  my  sins  are  many,  my  faith  is  small  ;" 

Lo  !   the  answer  came  quick  and  clear, 
"  Thou  needest  not  trust  in  thyself  at  all, 

Step  over  the  line,  I  am  here." 

"  But  my  faith  is  weak,"  I  tearfully  said, 

And  the  way  I  cannot  see." 
'*  I  fear  if  I  try,  I  may  sadly  fail," 

And  thus  may  dishonor  Thee." 

"  Ah,  the  world  is  cold  and  I  cannot  go  hick, 
Press  forward  I  surely  must  ; 
I  will  place  my  hand  in  flis  wounded  palm, 
Step  over  the  line  and  trust." 

May  God  help  every  one  here  to-day  to  make  a  similar 
decision  for  Jesus'  sake. — Amen, 
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H  OA  ND  when  Jesus  was  gone  forth  into  the  way  there 
yjL  came  one  running  and  kneeled  to  Him  and  asked 
t/1-  Him  :  '  Good  Master,  what  shall  I  do  that  I  may 
inherit  eternal  life  V  And  Jesus  said  unto  Him  :  '  Why 
callest  thou  Me  good  ?  There  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is 
God.  Thou  knowest  the  commandments,  do  not  commit 
adultery,  do  not  kill,  do  not  steal,  do  not  bear  false  witness, 
defraud  not,  honour  thy  father  and  mother.'  And  he 
answered  and  said  unto  Him  :  4  Master,  all  these  have  I 
observed  from  my  youth.'  Then  Jesus,  beholding  him, 
loved  him,  and  said  unto  Him  :  1  One  thing  thou  lackest, 
go  thy  way,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor, 
and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  Heaven,  and  come  take  up 
the  cross  and  follow  me.'  And  he  was  sad  at  that  saying, 
and  went  away  grieved,  for  he  had  great  possessions."  — 
(Mark  x,  17-22). 

Matthew  tells  us  that  this  was  a  young  man.  We  are 
all  greatly  interested  in  young  men  ;  their  hopes  are  high  ; 
their  prospects  bright ;  their  possibilities  great. 

He  was  a  thoughtful  young  man.  He  came  to  Jesus 
asking  a  question  that  showed  he  had  some  idea  of  the 
responsibilities  of  life.  How  few  young  men  are  thoughtful  ! 
They  are  too  busy  ;  too  much  taken  up  with  the  work  and 
worry — the  pastimes  and  pleasures  of  life — to  think.  A 
story  is  told  of  a  young  fellow  who  was  quite  wild,  and 
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who  on  that  account  had  to  leave  home.  Sometime  after 
this  his  father,  who  was  a  rich  man,  clied,  and  on  his  will 
being  opened,  it  was  found  that  he  had  left  a  share  of  the 
property  to  the  absent  son,  on  one  condition,  viz.,  that  he 
would  come  home  and  sleep  alone,  for  one  week,  in  the  room 
in  which  his  father  died.  The  son,  who  expected  to  be  cut 
off  without  a  cent,  was  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  good 
news,  and  hurried  home  to  fulfil  the  conditions.  When 
retiring  time  came  he  went  boldly  to  his  father's  room  and 
went  to  bed.  But,  0,  it  was  quiet  !  He  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  constant  noise,  and  the  stillnass  of  the  death 
chamber  was  quite  a  contrast.  However,  he  shook  off  his 
inclination  to  think  and  determined  to  sleep.  Sleep  would 
not  come,  but  thoughts  would  :  "  This  is  the  room  in  which 
my  father  died.  He  was  a  good  man,  I'm  not  much  like 
him.  Would  it  not  be  better  if  I  were  ?"  These  thoughts 
kept  flooding  his  mind,  until  unable  to  endure  them  he 
aruse,  and,  kneeling  at  the  bed,  began  to  call  upon  his 
father's  God.  This  was  a  wise  father.  He  knew  if  he 
could  only  get  his  boy  to  stop  long  enough  to  think,  that  it 
would  prove  a  blessing  to  him.  Now  one  great  object  in 
these  talks  is  to  get  you  young  men  to  think.  If  we  can 
only  manage  that,  we  are  sure  reflection  would  lead  to 
repentance,  and  to  "  salvation  not  to  be  repented  of." 

This  young  man  was  not  only  thoughtful,  but  he  was 
earnest ;  u  He  came  running."  0,  that  more  young  men 
were  earnest  about  the  questions  which  concern  their  eternal 
interest !  They  are  earnest  enough  about  business,  about 
pleasure,  but  alas  !  so  careless  about  their  souls.  If  they 
put  one-half  the  energy  into  the  affairs  of  the  world  to 
come,  that  they  do  into  the  things  of  the  present  world,  there 
would  be  many  more  Christian  young  men. 
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This  man,  moreover,  was  not  only  young,  thoughtful,  and 
earnest,  but  he  was  influential.  Luke  tells  us  he  was  a 
Ruler,  and  therefore  a  man  of  position  and  influence.  He 
was  also  a  rich  young  man.  We  have  just  read  that,  "  he 
had  great  possessions.'7  Luke  explains  it  that  "  he  was 
very  rich."  With  all  his  influence  and  wealth  he  was, 
strange  lo  say,  a  humble  young  man.  He  came  and  "  kneeled 
down  to  Jesus." 

Best  of  all,  this  man  was  not  only  young,  thoughtful, 
earnest,  influential,  rich,  and  humble,  but  he  was  a  moral 
young  man.  Concerning  the  commandments  he  could 
testify,  "  All  these  things  have  1  observed  from  my  youth." 
Would  to  God  that  all  our  young  men  could  say  the  same  ! 
Alas  !  they  cannot,  and  tell  the  truth.  But  many,  like 
this  one,  claims  to  be  moral. 

In  this  young  man  such  can  see  a  picture  of  themselves. 
A  sad  picture  it  is.  He  had  so  many  good  qualities  that, 
"Jesus  beholding  him  loved  him."  Yet  we  hear  Jesus  say- 
ing to  him,  "  One  thing  thou  lackest."  Moral  but  unsaved, 
was  his  awful  condition.  So  it  is  still.  Men  are  called 
moral.  They  are  kind  to  their  families  ;  honest  in  their 
business ;  they  have  no  bad  habits  ;  are  obliging  neighbovs 
and  good  citizens  ;  but  with  it  all  they  are  lost  sinners.  So 
far  as  salvation  is  concerned  they  are  lost  as  surely  as  the 
so-called  hard-case.  They  may  be  "  not  far  from  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven,"  but  between  "  them  that  are  nigh  "  and 
"  them  that  are  afar  off,"  according  to  God's  word,  "  there  is 
no  difference."  This  may  be  illustrated  by  Noah's  ark. 
When  it  was  completed,  and  he  and  his  family  and  all  the 
animals  safely  in  it,  we  are  told  "  the  Lord  shut  him  in." 
Suppose,  when  the  door  was  shut,  that  one  man  stood  10 
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feet  from  it,  and  another  10  miles  from  it,  what  is  the 
difference  1  One  is  nearer  than  the  other,  but  both  are 
outside,  and  so  far  as  their  salvation  is  concerned,  there  is 
absolutely  "  no  difference." 

Speaking  of  the  ark  reminds  me  of  a  tract  which  some 
one  recently  sent  me.  Shortly  before  the  ark  was  completed 
two  men  came  along  and  entered  into  conversation  with 
.Noah  and  his  sons.  One  of  them  was  sceptical  and  made 
all  kinds  of  infidel  remarks.  He  called  Noah  a  fanatic. 
He  laughed  at  the  ark  and  argued  against  the  flood.  The 
other  man  lingered  after  the  infidel  went  away,  and  said  : 
"  I  would  not  speak  that  way.  I  respect  good  people  and 
try  to  live  right  myself.  I'm  honest  and  upright.  I  do 
not  swear  or  drink,  or  indulge  any  vicious  habits,  but  I'm 
not  going  into  the  ark."  "  My  dear  man,"  Noah  said,  "  if 
you  do  not  you  will  perish  the  same  as  infidels  and  open 
sinners."  The  man  replied,  "  I  do  not  believe  that,  /  have 
apian  of  my  own,  and  will  be  all  right."  Sure  enough, 
when  the  door  was  shut,  and  the  flood  came,  he  ran,  and, 
climbing  up  on  a  ladder,  got  on  top  of  the  ark,  "  Now," 
he  thought,  "  I'm  all  right;  I  told  Noah  so.  I'm  just  as 
well  off  as  he  is."  As  time  went  on  he  began  to  get  cold 
and  hungry,  and  soon  saw  to  his  utter  dismay  that  he  was 
lost  the  same  as  all  others  out  of  the  ark. 

Some  of  you  men  are  not  only  near  the  ark,  but  you 
may  be  said  to  be  upon  it.  You  are  husbands  of  Christian 
wives  ;  members  of  benevolent  societies  ;  of  good  families, 
and  possibly  members  of  the  church  ;  but  are  you  born 
again  1  Are  you  really  in  Christ — our  ark  1  Otherwise 
you  will  perish  as  certainly  as  all  did  who  were  not  in 
Noah's  ark. 
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Salvation  is  a  question  of  perfection.  This  the  law 
demands.  This  the  sinner  never  can  have  in  himself,  and 
anything  short  of  it  means  condemnation  and  death.  If 
salvation  depended  upon  your  spelling  a  word  with  ten  letters 
perfectly,  you  would  be  lost  if  you  misplaced  one  letter  as 
much  as  if  you  misplaced  all  the  letters.  So  if  you  break 
one  of  God's  commands  you  will  be  lost  the  same  as  if  you 
broke  all  of  them.  If  admission  into  a  society  is  based 
upon  perfection  of  character,  the  man  with  one  fault  is  dis- 
qualified the  same  as  the  man  with  fifty.  Of  course  we 
refer  to  sameness  of  kind,  and  not  of  degree.  If  a  deep 
ditch  is  ten  feet  wide,  and  two  men  attempt  to  jump  it,  the 
one  who  misses  it  one  inch  will  fall  in  the  same  as  the  man 
who  misses  it  six  inches.  Both  come  short.  God's  word 
says  :  "  All  have  sinned  and  come  short"  The  big  sinner 
"  comes  short  "  and  the  little  sinner  "  comes  short."  The 
hard-ticket  "  comes  short,"  and  the  moral  man  "  comes 
short."  But  all  this  is  for  the  sake  of  argument.  The  fact 
is  that  "  moral  man  "  is  a  misnomer.  There  is  no  such  thing 
as  a  moral  man.  The  sum  of  the  ten  commandments  is  to 
"  love  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  to  love  your  neighbour 
as  yourself."  The  man  who  does  this  keeps  the  moral  law 
and  is  a  moral  man.  This  young  man  thought  he  was 
moral.  In  our  day  he  would  certainly  be  classed  among  the 
so-called  moral  men.  Christ  soon  showed  him  his  mistake. 
0,  that  all  you  so-called  moral  men  would  see  yours  !  Christ 
virtually  said  to  him  :  "  Leaving  the  first  table  of  the  moral' 
law,  viz.,  love  to  God,  let  us  take  the  second,  viz.,  love  to 
our  neighbour.  Now  if  you  love  your  neighbour  as  your- 
self, as  you  profess,  '  Go  thy  way,  sell  whatsoever  thou 
hast,  and  give  to  the  poor.'  "  The  young  man  saw  at  once 
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that  he  loved  himself  a  good  deal  the  best,  and  went  away 
sorrowful  and  yet  unsaved. 

So-called  morality  should  be  called  "  self-righteousness.'' 
This  is  one  of  its  Bible  names,  and  in  God's  sight  it  is  no 
better  than  rotten  rags  (Is.  64-6).  Another  scriptural  name 
is  "  Phariseeism."  To  those  who  professed  this  Christ  said  : 
"  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  the  Publicans  (the  hard-tickets 
of  the  time)  and  the  harlots  go  into  the  Kingdom  of  God 
before  you."  An  illustration  is  the  two  men  of  whom 
Christ  tells  us.  One  thought  himself  all  right  and  despised 
hard-cases.  He  thanked  the  Lord  that  he  did  not  cheat  in 
business,  nor  have  bad  habits  like  many  others.  He  told 
how  good  he  lived  and  how  generous  he  was.  The  other 
had  nothing  good  to  say  of  himself,  but  called  himself  "  the 
sinner."  The  latter  was  saved  and  not  the  former.  0,  that 
so-called  moral  men  would  be  warned  and  take  the  sinner's 
place  and  claim  the  sinner's  Saviour  ! 

II.     THE  SPORT. 

"  And  the  boys  grew  :  and  Esau  was  a  cunning  hunter, 
a  man  of  the  field  ;  and  Jacob  was  a  plain  man  dwelling  in 
tents.  And  Jacob  sod  pottage.  And  Esau  came  from  the 
field  and  he  was  faint.  And  Esau  said  to  Jacob  :  '  Feed 
me  I  pray  thee  with  that  same  red  pottage,  for  I  am  faint.' 
and  Jacob  said  :  c  Sell  me  this  day  thy  birthright.'  And 
Esau  said  :  '  Behold,  I  am  at  the  point  to  die,  and  what 
profit  shall  this  birthright  do  to  me  ¥  And  Jacob  said  : 
'  Swear  to  me  this  day,  and  he  svvare  unto  him  ;  and  he  sold 
his  birthright  unto  Jacob.'  Then  Jacob  gave  Esau  bread 
and  pottage  of  lentiles,  and  he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  rose 
up  and  went  his  way.  Thus  Esau  despised  his  birthright." 
—Gen.  xxv.  :  27-34. 
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These  twin-boys  were  unlike  in  appearance,  in  character 
and  in  occupation.  Esau  was  a  hairy  man  ;  hence,  we 
judge  he  was  physically  strong  and  active.  Any  way  "he  was 
a  cunning  hunter — a  man  of  the  field,"  fond  of  out-door 
exercise  and  sports.  In  character  he  was  what  we  call 
"  hale  fellow  well  met."  His  history  shows  him  to  have 
been  "  generous  to  a  fault."  He  was  the  kind  of  a  fellow 
that  is  usually  popular.  In  our  day  he  would  be  "  one  of 
the  boys." 

Being  the  elder  son  he  was  his  father's  heir.  This 
meant  that  he  would  be  the  head  of  the  tribe,  both  in 
temporal  and  spiritual  things,  being  thus  a  prophet,  priest, 
and  king.  It  also  entitled  him  to  the  great  bulk  of  the 
property,  but  greater  than  all,  it  involved  the  covenant 
blessings  promised  to  Abraham  and  Isaac. 

As  Esau  grew  up  he  became  more  interested  in  his 
favourite  pastime  of  hunting  than  in  his  favoured  privilege 
of  heirship.  One  day  he  was  off  as  usual  in  the  hunt.  He 
started  some  game  and  became  very  much  excited  in  the 
chase.  Over  hill  and  dale,  across  stream  and  plain  he  went, 
till  he  became  so  exhausted  that  he  could  follow  no  longer. 
Then  he  commenced  to  think  about  getting  home.  To  his 
dismay  he  found  that  it  was  many  miles  distant.  However, 
he  had  a  robust  frame  and  a  strong  constitution,  and  he 
boldly  started  to  retrace  his  way.  It  was  a  long  weary 
journey,  but  finally  he  sighted  the  tent  and  managed  to  get 
to  the  door,  and  as  he  dragged  his  weary  limbs  inside,  he 
saw  Jacob  his  brother  making  some  pottage  or  broth  of 
len tiles,  and  he  gasped  out  as  he  fell  to  the  floor,  "  0,  Jacob, 
give  me  some  of  that  red  pottage."  The  wily  Jacob  saw 
his  chance  to  get  an  advantage  of  his  brother,  and  he  said  : 
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"  I  will  if  you  sell  me  your  birthright."  Possibly  he  was 
encouraged  in  this  by  the  low  estimate  Esau  seemed  to  have 
of  his  birthright.  Certainly  he  was  incited  by  his  own 
high  estimate  of  it.  Anyway,  he  had  Esau,  as  we  say,  "  in 
a  tight  place,"  or  rather  Esau  had  placed  himself  in  it  by 
his  over-exertion  in  the  chase.  Jacob  determines  to  make 
the  most  of  his  advantage,  and  refuses  to  give  Esau  a  bite 
to  eat  till  he  sells  him  his  birthright.  E^au  was  in  a 
dilemma.  Die  with  the  birthright,  or  live  without  it.  Alas  ! 
that  he  chose  the  latter,  for  he  said  :  "  I'm  at  the  point  to 
die,  and  what  profit  shall  this  birthright  do  me  V  The 
poor  fellow  evidently  only  saw  the  temporal  aspect  of  it. 
If  he  had  seen  the  spiritual,  he  would  have  known  that  it 
was  far  better  for  him  to  die  with  it,  than  to  live  without  it. 
But  he  was  worldly  minded,  and  not  only  sold  his  birthright 
but  ratified  it  by  an  oath.  "  Then  Jacob  gave  Esau  bread 
and  pottage  of  lentiles,  and  he  did  eat  and  drink,  and  rose 
up  and  went  his  way."  And  the  Divine  commentary  is  : 
"  Thus  Esau  despised  his  birthright."  The  New  Testament 
also  uses  this  incident,  and  exhorts  thus,  "  Looking  diligently 
lest  there  be  any  fornicator  or  profane  person  as  Esau,  who 
for  one  morsel  of  meat  sold  his  birthright,  for  ye  know  how 
that  afterward  when  he  would  have  inherited  the  blessing 
lie  was  rejected"  (Heb.  xii.  15-17). 

A  birthright  for  a  bite  of  bread  and  a  sip  of  soup.  As 
one  says,  "  It  was  the  dearest  morsel  since  Eve  ate  the  for- 
bidden fruit."  Anyone  can  see  that  this  was  a  bad  bargain  ; 
but  alas  !  it  does  not  keep  many  from  making  one  as  bad. 
What  are  young  men  doing  who  are  devoting  their  time  and 
energy  to  sports  of  various  kinds,  but  selling  their  birthright 
for  mere  trifles'?     The- prevalence  and  popularity  of  all 
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kinds  of  sport  is  seen  by  the  columns  of  the  leading  papers. 
They  devote  space  to  what  panders  most  to  the  popular 
taste.  If  there  was  not  a  great  demand  for  this  kind  of 
thing,  the  supply  would  not  be  so  abundant.  The  fact  is, 
that  multitudes  of  our  young  men  are  becoming  like  Esau, 
"men  of  tho  field."  They  are  setting  their  hearts  on  excel- 
ling in  sports.  For  this  they  live  day  and  night,  summer 
and  winter.  Base-ball,  lacrosse,  cricket,  boating,  horse-racing 
and  hunting  make  up  the  summer  programme.  Snow- 
shoeing,  curling,  tobogganing,  hockey  and  billiards  fill  up 
the  winter  one.  Now,  we  have  no  objection  to  young  men 
developing  their  physical  powers.  We  believe  that  athletics 
can  be  made  to  conduce  to  God's  glory  and  our  gocd,  when 
used  within  certain  limits.  We  have  always  felt  thankful 
that  in  our  earlier  days  we  had  the  advantage  of  a  gymnasium 
training.  We  are  not  sorry  that  in  our  first  year  at  college, 
we  were  able  to  take  first  place  putting  the  light  and  heavy 
stone.  We  have  no  sympathy  with  the  idea,  that  a  man 
to  be  pious  must  be  pale  ;  that  to  be  a  saint  he  must  be 
sickly.  We  believe  in  a  robust  religion.  We  think  a  man 
with  a  good  physique  can  be  a  Christian,  as  well  as  a  mere 
phantom  can.  The  ideal  is  a  sanctified  soul  in  a  sound 
body.  What  we  object  to  is,  that  many  of  our  young  men 
are  becoming  so  absorbed  in  sports  that  they  are  neglecting 
higher  interests.  As  soon  as  work  is  over,  or  the  store,  or 
office  closed,  it  is  off  to  the  play-ground,  or  the  water,  or  the 
woods.  A  few  who  have  sedentary  occupations  doubtless 
require  some  physical  recreation,  but  most  young  men  work 
hard  enough  at  their  employment  to  give  them  all  the 
exercise  they  require  for  good  health.  Indeed,  we  believe 
that^  sports  hurt  more  than  they  help.    Besides,  young  men 
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should  remember  that  they  have  minds  as  well  as  bodies. 
How  few  of  them  spare  time  from  sports  to  read  useful 
books.  They  read  the  sporting  column  of  the  newnpapers, 
and  that's  about  all.  What  kind  of  fathers  and  citizens  are 
these  young  men  going  to  make  i  They  can  scarcely  have 
the  intelligence  and  wisdom  which  characterizes  useful  men. 
Besides  this,  did  you  ever  think  what  a  silly  thing  it  is  for 
man,  endowed  with  reason  and  intelligence,  to  devote  his 
life  to  athletics?  This  is  not  man's  forte.  Even  when  he 
excels  in  some  sport,  he  is  not  equal  to  many  of  the  lower 
animals.  Suppose  he  becomes  the  fastest  runner,  he  could'nt 
keep  in  sight  ot  an  ostrich,  as  they  are  said  to  run  sixty 
miles  an  hour.  Or  if  he  becomes  the  best  jumper,  he 
could'nt  commence  to  compete  with  a  flea.  It  is  only  one- 
fifth  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  it  can  jump  a  yard.  To  equal 
it  a  man  should  jump  nearly  a  mile.  I  think  I  could  get 
an  Orang-outang  that  could  throw  the  strongest  wrestler  the 
first  hold.  And  I've  often  told  the  "  boys,"  that  I'm  certain 
I  could  go  down  South  and  get  an  old  mule  that  would 
knock  John  L.  Sullivan  out  the  first  round.  Yet  men  are 
living  to  excel  in  these  and  similar  sports.  Champions  in 
such  are  almost  worshipped  as  gods. 

It's  really  frightful  the  extent  to  which  these  things  are 
being  carried.  And  the  worst  of  it  is,  that  men  are  thereby 
not  only  neglecting  their  minds,  but  that  through  these  things 
multitudes  are  losing  their  souls — despising  their  birthright. 
All  their  spare  time  is  devoted  to  these  things.  Do  they 
rise  early  %  It  is  off  to  practice  for  a  coming  match.  Have 
they  a  holiday  %  It  is  spent  in  some  sport.  Every  evening 
is  devoted  to  some  pastime.  Prayer-meeting  night  comes, 
but  there  is  a  game  to  attend.    Sabbath  comes,  but  they  are 
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so  tired  with  the  week's  work  and  its  recreations  (?)  that 
they  are  unable  to  rise  and  attend  morning  service.  Thus 
one-half  of  God's  day  is  spent  recruiting  strength,  the  better 
to  serve  the  god  of  sport  the  following  week.  The  trouble 
is,  not  that  young  men  take  necessary  recreation,  but  that 
they  become  so  interested  in  sport,  with  its  concomitants  of 
bad  company  and  gambling,  that  they  neglect  higher  duties, 
and  above  all  are  led  to  neglect  their  never-dying  souls. 
Accommodating  what  Paul  said  to  Timothy,  we  would 
remind  such  that  "  Bodily  exercise  profiteth  little  (Marg. 
For  a  little),  but  godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things, 
having  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is 
to  come,"  1  Tim.  iv  :  7,  8.  It  makes  me  sick  to  sec  so 
many  young  men  exercising  themselves  unto  everything  but 
unto  Godliness.  It  seems  easy  now  to  despise  the  birthright, 
but  like  Esau,  there  will  come  a  time  when  they  will  appre- 
ciate its  value,  and  like  him  they  may  cry  in  vain  to  secure 
what  they  have  so  cheaply  forfeited. 

How  ready  men  are  to  press  their  claims  and  to  accept 
their  share  of  earthly  legacies.  Rich  men  are  scarcely  cold  in 
the  ground  till  their  wills  are  eagerly  opened  and  read  ;  and 
all  they  bequeath  gladly  accepted  ;  the  only  complaint  being 
that  it  is  not  more.  Hundreds  cross  the  ocean  every  year 
to  try  and  get  their  share  of  some  property  that  has  been 
left  in  the  old  country.  Yet  men  refuse  to  become  children 
of  God,  and  heirs  to  the  "  Inheritance  which  is  incorruptible 
and  uudefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away."  For  what  do 
they  sell  this  glorious  birthright?  For  millions  of  gold  and 
silver?  For  earthly  crowns  and  kingdoms  ?  No,  but  for  a 
game  of  lacrosse  or  base-ball  ;  or  for  a  snow-shoe  race  or  a 
curling-match.     It's  simply  awful  !    Think  what  Christ 
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oiFers  in  the  world  that  now  is,  as  well  as  in  the  world  to 
come.  He  offers  now  to  pardon  your  sin  and  to  sanctify 
your  soul.  He  promises  to  take  you  hereafter  where  there 
are  "  pleasures  for  evermore,"  amid  the  company  of  angels 
and  redeemed  souls.  0,  why  do  you  hesitate  a  moment, 
between  this  and  a  few  fleeting  sports  !  Is  it  that  you  doubt 
His  love  to  you  ?  If  so,  doubt  no  longer.  Commence  to 
read  God's  Testaments  or  Wills,  and  see  if  there  is  not  a 
portion  left  for  you. 

Dr.  Gordon  tells  of  a  young  man  who,  bmishevl  from 
home  for  prodigality,  came  back  and  broke  into  his 
father's  office  to  rob  him.  Managing  to  get  into  the  safe, 
one  of  the  first  things  that  caught  his  eye  was  his  father's 
will.  Curiosity  led  him  to  open  it,  and  there  he  read  that 
a  portion  was  left  to  himself.  Here  he  was  robbing  4he 
father  who  loved  him  enough  to  remember  him  in  his  will. 
It  broke  his  hard  heart.  0  young  men,  robbing  God  of 
time  and  talents,  strength  and  skill,  by  devoting  so  much 
time  to  sports,  read  and  learn  that  God  has  remembered  you 
in  His  Will,  that  he  offers  you  a  joint-heirship  with  His 
only  Son,  and  for  any  sake  do  not  despise  such  a  birthright 
by  selling  it  for  some  fleeting  pastime  or  some  passing  sport ! 

III.     THE  HARD  CASE. 

"  And  it  came  to  pass,  the  day  after  that  Jesus  went  into 
a  city  called  Nain,  and  many  of  his  diseiples  went  with 
him  and  much  people.  Now,  when  he  came  nigh  unto  the 
gate  of  the  city,  behold  there  was  a  dead  man  carried  out? 
the  only  son  of  his  mother,  and  she  was  a  widow,  and  mifch 
people  of  the  city  was  with  her.  And  when  the  Lord  saw 
her  he  had  compassion  on  her,  and  said  unto  her,  weep  not. 
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And  he  came  and  touched  the  bier,  and  they  that  bare  him 
stood  still,  and  he  said,  c  Young  man,  I  say  unto  thee  arise  !' 
And  he  that  was  dead  sat  up  and  began  to  speak.  And  he 
delivered  him  to  his  mother." — Luke  vii.  11-15. 

We  hope  this  young  man  was  not  a  hard-case.  How- 
ever, we  take  him  to  represent  many  young  men  who  are 
dead  in  bad  habits  and  sin,  and  who  are  being  carried  to 
premature  graves.  We  certainly  see  young  men  being 
carried  along  dead.  What  an  awful  murderer  this  drink  is  ! 
Then  there  are  other  sins  which  are  killing  many  of  our 
young  men.  If  liquor  kills  its  thousands,  lust  kills  its  tens 
of  thousands. 

In  previous  "  Talks  "  I  have  spoken  to  you  of  drinking, 
gambling,  dancing,  and  other  sins,  whereby  men  try  to 
satisfy  the  lusts  of  the  flesh.  I  have  no  idea  of  satisfying 
anyone's  morbid  curiosity  by  further  describing  individual 
sins.  We  all  know  who  the  "  hard-case  "  is.  To  see  one, 
all  many  have  to  do,  is  to  look  in  a  mirror.  The  Bible 
does  not  use  the  term  "hard-case,"  but  it  does  speak  of  the 
"  hard-way,"  for  it  says,  "  The  way  of  transgressors  is  hard." 
It  is  those  who  are  in  this  "  hard-way  "  that  I  have  in  my 
mind  now.  I  have  no  desire  of  adding  to  its  hardness  by 
further  enlarging  on  their  condition,  1  would  rather  say 
something  that  would  tend  to  soften  their  hearts,  and  lead 
them  to  the  One,  "  whose  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and 
all  his  paths  are  peace." 

If  anything  will  do  this,  surely  it  is  such  a  scene  as  is 
brought  before  us  in  this  incident.  The  young  man  is 
being  carried  out  dead,  and  following  him  is  his  widowed 
mother,  weeping  like  to  break  her  heart.  If  a  mother's 
tears  will  not  soften  hard  hearts  what  will  1    And  how 
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many  have  been  shed  over  dead  sons  since  this  poor  mother 
wept  over  hers*?  I  believe  the  following  verses  are  always 
true  and  appropriate  : 

"  A  mother  dear  is  weeping  somewhere  to-night, 
Many  and  bitter  the  tears  she  weeps, 
Weary  the  vigil  and  sad  she  keeps  ; 
For  oh  !  she  grieveth  by  night  and  clay, 
For  one  who  wander cth  far  away, 
From  God  and  right." 

"  A  mother's  heart  is  br.  aking  somewhere  to-night, 
Breaking  with  sorrow  and  shame  and  grief, 
When  shall  she  find  for  her  sonl  relief? 
Alas  for  her  there  can  be  no  peace, 
Until  her  darling  to  winder  cease, 
From  God  and  right." 

The  way  many  young  men  are  using  their  mothers  is 
like  an  ancient  instrument  of  torture.  The  person  to  be 
tortured  was  strapped  on  their  back  to  a  table.  Above  their 
breast,  attached  to  the  ceiling,  hanged  an  instrument  with  a 
sharp  knife  protruding  from  the  end  of  it.  This  instrument 
was  started  swinging,  and  every  time  it  oscillated  the  knife 
descended  a  little  nearer  the  person's  heart.  There  they  lay 
for  hours  seeing  this  knife  coming  nearer  and  nearer.  Now 
it  is  grazing  the  skin.  ISTovv  it  cats  into  the  flesh.  Each 
oscillation  cuts  deeper  and  deeper  till  it  reaches  the  heart 
and  lets  out  the  life's  blood.  Ah,  young  men  is  this  a 
picture  of  what  you  are  doing  to  a  loving  mother  ?  It  is,  if 
you  are  keeping  bad  company  ;  if  you  are  out  late  night 
after  night ;  if  she  finds  tobacco  in  your  pockets,  and  the 
smell  of  liquor  on  your  breath  ;  if  you  talk  unkindly  to 
her,  or  blaspheme  in  her  presence. 


THE  MORAL  MAN  THE  SPORT  AND  THE  HARD-CASE.  35 

Yet  how  this  mother  loves  you  !  She  makes  every 
effort  to  hide  your  misdeeds  from  your  father  and  friends. 
Others  say  you  are  the  worst  boy  that  ever  lived.  Even  the 
other  members  of  your  family  are  getting  tired  of  your 
manner  of  life  and  are  saying  hard  things.  But  your 
mother  continues  to  speak  kindly,  and  is  ready  on  the  least 
evidence  of  reformation  to  forgive  all  the  past.  Some  one 
tells  her  of  one  of  your  drunken  escapades.  She  speaks 
to  you  about  it.  You  say,  "  It's  a  lie,  mother.'7  She 
answers,  "  I  thought  so,  my  boy.  It's  strange  how  people 
tell  such  stories."  Poor  dear  woman  !  she  prefers  to  believe 
her  boy's  lies  to  all  the  truth  in  town. 

Do  you  remember,  too,  when  you  used  to  kneel  at  her 
knee  and  lisp  your  little  evening  prayer  1 

"  Now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep  ; 
I  pray  trtie  Lord  my  soul  to  keep. " 

Then  she  would  tuck  you  snugly  in  bed,  and  falling  fast 
asleep  you  would  be  awakened  hours  afterward  and  see  your 
mother  bending  over  your  bedside,  as  she  went  her  rounds, 
to  see  that  all  in  the  house  were  safe  and  comfortable,  before 
herself  retiring  to  rest. 

Think  of  all  she  suffered  for  you  in  your  infant  days  ; 
the  sleep  she  lost ;  the  anxiety  she  endured  as  she  nursed 
and  watched  you  through  helplessness  and  sickness.  And 
since  then,  when  disease  has  laid  its  hand  upon  you,  think 
how  she  has  sacrificed  and  suffeied  on  your  behalf.  Yet 
you  keep  her  up  now  night  after  night  anxiously  watching 
and  looking  for  your  returning  footsteps.  Or  she  walks  the 
lonely  streets  in  danger  of  insult  and  harm,  if  perad venture 
she  might  find  her  wayward  son,  who  is  safely  housed 
carousing  with  some  boon  companions. 
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I  remember  how  I  myself  grieved  ami  wounded  the 
heart  of  a  loving  mother.  For  years  I  was  a  constant 
source  of  sorrow  to  her.  She  prayed  and  planned,  wept 
and  watched,  until  through  her  entreaties  and  efforts  I  was 
led  to  attend  special  services,  which  God  used  to  show  me 
the  error  of  my  ways,  and  blessed  to  my  conversion.  About 
a  year  after  this  my  dear  mother  was  lying  on  her  death- 
bed. I  sat  by  her  side,  night  and  day,  for  a  whole  week. 
One  day  she  called  me  to  her  side,  and  grasping  me  with 
her  fevered  hand,  she  said  :  "  Oh,  Willie,  I'm  so  glad  you 
are  a  Christian.  It  helps  me  to  be  contented  to  die.  You 
are  the  oldest  of  the  family,  and  I  know  you  now  will  do 
all  you  can  for  the  others  !  "  I  tell  you,  men,  I  cherish  these 
words  next  to  the  words  of  Christ  which  spake  forgiveness 
to  my  soul.  I  want  to  ask,  If  your  mother  were  on  her 
death- bed  to-day,  what  could  she  say  to  you  ?  What  are 
you  doing  to  make  her  life  pleasant  and  her  death  peaceful? 

While  your  loved  ones  are  spared,  will  not  all  you  men 
decide  for  Christ  ?  One  great  reason  why  you  do  not,  can 
be  taught  from  the  incident  before  us.  In  it  we  have  a 
young  man  being  carried  out  to  death,  his  weeping  widowed 
mother,  and  those  who  carried  him  along,  for  we  read  :  "  Those 
who  bare  him  stood  still."  In  our  day  the  pall-bearers 
would  be  young  men.  And,  who  are  carrying  some  of  you 
down  to  ruin  but  other  young  men  1  Oh,  tho*e  cursed 
chums  !  It's  surprising  how  many  men  confess  after  they 
decide  for  Christ,  that  what  kept  them  back  and  made  it  so 
difficult,  was  fear  of  friends.  I  should  rather  say,  fear  of 
foes,  for  the  man  who  interferes  with  our  best  interests  is 
no  friend.  I'm  pleased  to  state  that  even  so-called  hard- 
cases  generally  congratulate  their  chums  when  they  come 
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out  for  Christ ;  and  often  what  they  say  is,  "  Well,  I  wish 
I  were  like  you."  The  ones  you  fear  most  will  be  the  very 
ones  to  congratulate  you  first,  if  true  to  your  conscientious 
convictions  you  come  out  boldly  on  *:he  side  of  the  Lord. 

In  this  incident  we  have  a  young  man  ;  his  mourning 
mother ;  the  bearers ;  and  lastly  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
When  he  saw  the  widowed  mother  following  her  dead  son, 
we  read  :  "  He  had  compassion  on  her,  and  said  unto  her, 
Weep  not."  Moreover,  he  not  only  evinced  pity,  but 
He  exercised  power,  for  "  He  said,  young  man  I  say  unto 
thee  arise,  and  he  that  was  dead  sat  up  and  began  to  speak, 
and  Christ  delivered  him  to  his  mother."  Oh  Christ,  stand 
now  by  the  side  of  every  dead  young  man  in  this  service, 
and  speak  the  word  of  power  to  their  souls,  that  they  may 
go  from  this  meeting  "  alive  from  the  dead,"  to  prove  a 
pleasure  to  their  parents,  a  credit  to  their  country,  and  above 
all,  a  glory  to  their  God  !  Amen. 


HAS  INFIDELITY  A  LEG  TO  STAND  ON  ? 


NO.  I. 


'E  think  it  has  not,  and  believe  the  best  way  to  show 
it,  is  to  prove  that  Christianity  lias.  Both  cannot  be 
true.  Therefore,  if  we  can  show  that  Christianity  is 
true  we  prove  that  infidelity  is  false,  as  surely  as  if  we  answered 
all  its  objections  and  showed  the  absurdity  of  all  its  positions. 
By  this  method  too  we  avoid  the  risk  of  sowing  heresy,  or 
of  stating  the  difficulties  better  than  the  answers. 

We  shall  not  attempt  a  systematic  presentation  of  the 
evidences  of  Christianity,  but  shall  confine  ourselves  to  pre- 
senting some  of  the  arguments  which  have  helped  to 
establish  us  in  the  belief  that  Christianity  is  divine. 

Early  in  life  we  accepted  the  advice  to  read  the  Bible  as 
we  ate  fish,  viz.,  not  to  choke  over  the  bones.  It  seems  a 
pity  when  there  is  so  much  plain  and  practical  teaching  in 
the  Bible  that  men  should  choke  on  the  difficulties. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  at  a  street  service.  The  subject 
was  the  judgment,  and  a  solemn  feeling  seemed  to  pervade 
the  listeners  as  the  speaker  described  this  awful  event.  At 
the  close  of  the  address  I  saw  an  old  man  coming  towards 
me,  and  I  thought,  "  Thank  God  the  word  has  taken  effect, 
one  man  at  least  is  anxious  about  his  soul  and  desires 
further  conversation."  Pie  said  :  "You  seem  to  be  a  smart 
kind  of  a  fellow,  can  you  tell  me  where  Cain  got  his  wife  V 
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Think  of  a  man  so  near  death  and  judgment  worrying  about 
such  a  useless  question.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago,  at  the  close 
of  an  appeal  on  the  pertinent  and  pointed  question,  "  What 
shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  T  a  man,  who  proved  to  be 
unconverted,  came  to  me  and  asked  :  "  Would  you  explain 
in  some  of  the  meetings  the  meaning  of  the  new  name  on 
the  white  stone,  spoken  of  in  Revelation  V  I  failed  to  see 
any  connection  between  this  and  his  personal  salvation. 

Of  course  I  have  no  sympathy  with  the  French  wit  who 
said  :  "  Christianity  is  like  a  bitter  pill.  The  best  thing  is 
to  swallow  it  whole,  for  if  one  begins  to  chew  it  they  will 
likely  be  unable  to  get  it  down  at  all."  I  feel  like  saying 
about  this  what  the  old  lady  said  to  the  preacher.  He  was 
saying  that  all  the  good  people  were  dying  out  of  the  world, 
when  she  shouted  :  "  Thank  God,  that's  a  lie  !"  Indeed, 
instead  of  it  being  true  that  Christianity  will  not  bear 
investigation,  I  believe  it  is  true  that  all  who  have  honestly 
and  thoroughly  studied  its  claims,  have  accepted  it  as 
divine. 

Christ  avoided  answering  curious  questions,  and  urged 
some  practical  consideration.  To  one  who  asked  about 
"  election, "  He  answered,  "  Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait 
gate."  When  the  disciples  asked  about  degrees  of  glory  in 
Heaven  He  took  a  little  child  and  said  :  "  Except  ye  become 
as  a  little  child  ye  shall  in  no  wise  enter  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven." 

But  there  are  serious  and  sensible  questions  which  every 
intelligent  man  should  answer.  One  of  these  I  wTish  to  ask 
you  now  in  Jesus'  own  words,  viz.  :  "  What  think  ye  of 
Christ  V  I  might  ask,  what  think  ye  of  his  claims  *?  For 
example,  His  claim  of  sinlessness.    What  other  great  leader 


40 


TALKS  TO  YOUNG  MEN  ONLY. 


ever  dared  to  make  this  claim  ?  But  Christ  makes  it  over 
and  over,  while  apart  from  his  Divinity  it  would  prove  Him 
a  blatant  blasphemer.  Again,  what  think  ye  of  His  claim 
to  forgive  sins  ?  "  Who  can  forgive  sins  but  God  ?"  Yet 
repeatedly  Christ  professed  to  forgive  sins ;  another  claim, 
which  apart  from  His  Divinity,  would  prove  Him  an  impious 
imposter.  Once  more,  what  think  ye  of  His  claim  to  worship  ? 
"Thou  shalt  worship  God  alone."  Yet  more  than  once  Christ 
allowed  persons  to  lall  down  and  worship  Him,  which,  apart 
from  His  Divinity,  would  prove  Him  an  assuming  usurper. 

But  leaving  the  discussion  of  these  and  other  questions, 
I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  only  one  aspect  of  His  life, 
viz.,  to  what  some  writers  aptly  call  "  His  originality." 
What  I  mean  is  this.  Suppose  we  are  visiting  an  art-gallery, 
and  there  see  a  picture  which  fills  us  with  admiration  and 
wonder.  It  is  a  noble  conception  painted  on  canvass.  As 
we  study  it  and  gaze  in  astonishment,  certain  questions 
naturally  arise  in  our  minds.  First,  Who  is  the  artist? 
Second,  Did  he  evolve  this  picture  from  consciousness  by 
the  power  of  genius  ?  Third,  Did  he  borrow  the  conception 
from  some  one  ?  Fourth,  Did  he  see  the  reality  and  merely 
copy  it?  Now  in  the  New  Testament  we  have  a  wonderful 
production,  viz.,  the  picture  of  a  perfect  man.  It's  like  an 
engraving  which  is  so  skillfully  executed  that  when  you  see 
it  first  you  read  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  but 
as  you  gaze  upon  it  and  get  it  in  a  certain  position,  you 
behold  a  beautiful  picture  of  George  Washington.  Thus 
in  the  New  Testament,  as  one  studies,  he  soon  loses  sight  of 
the  words  and  ideas,  and  beholds  in  bold  relief  a  perfect 
picture  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  questions  at  once 
arise,  Who  painted  it?  Where  did  they  get  it?  The  answer 
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to  the  first  question  is  easily  and  speedily  given.  It  was 
drawn  by  four  Galileans  1900  years  ago.  The  second 
question  is  not  so  readily  answered,  viz.  :  Where  did  they 
get  it  ?  As  in  the  case  of  the  picture  in  the  art-gallery 
above  referred  to,  only  three  answers  seems  possible,  viz.  : 
First,  they  evolved  it  by  the  power  of  genius  ;  that  is,  it 
is  a  fiction,  a  product  of  their  imagination  ;  a  creation  of 
their  intellect.  Is  this  tenable?  These  men  were  Jews. 
Had  the  Jews  any  such  conception  ?  They  had  an  idea  of 
the  Messiah,  but  what  was  it  ?  Clearly  a  great  Monarch 
who  would  deliver  them  from  the  Roman  domination 
Indeed  these  very  men  asked  :  "  Wilt  thou  at  this  time- 
restore  the  kingdom  to  Israel  V  showing  plainly  what  their 
*dea  of  the  Messiah  was.  But  is  this  the  picture  they  have 
drawn  ?  Is  it  merely  the  product  of  the  times  ?  The  fact 
is,  that  it  is  as  diametrically  opposed  to  the  prevailing  senti- 
ments and  hopes  as  day  is  to  night.  The  Christ  they 
picture  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  Jewish  conception 
of  Messiah.  If  he  had  he  would  not  be  born  of  poor  and 
humble  parents  in  an  obscure  village  ;  work  at  his  trade  as 
a  carpenter  nearly  all  his  life  ;  have  little  or  no  education, 
and  be  connected  with  none  of  the  aristocracy  ;  raise  no 
armies  and  set  up  no  earthly  kingdom,  but  teach  a  spiritual 
reign  and  speak  of  a  kingdom  not  of  this  world ;  and  then 
end  his  existence  on  a  cross  between  two  thieves  !  Can 
anyone  consider  this  picture  a  product  of  the  Jewish  mind  \ 
Besides,  as  Jews,  their  conception  was  entirely  a  Messiah 
for  their  own  nation.  It  took  a  miracle  to  persuade  Peter 
that  the  Gentiles  had  any  claim  on  Christ.  How  then  did 
the  writers  of  the  gospels  rise  above  all  religious  prejudices 
and   mistakes,  and  above  all  national  and  ecclesiastical 
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influences,  and  picture  a  Messiah  with  a  spiritual  mission, 
not  meant  or  adapted  for  a  single  country  or  nation,  not 
merely  for  Palestine  and  the  Jews,  but  for  the  world  and  all 
nations'?  Such  a  Catholic  conception  was  as  foreign  to  a  Jew- 
ish mind  as  light  to  darkness.  Then  again,  how  could  men 
living  in  an  age  which,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  his- 
torians of  the  time,  had  sunken  into  awful  corruption,  produce 
a  picture  of  the  highest  type  of  morality  of  either  ancient  or 
modern  times  1  Josephus  speaks  of  the  moral  abominations 
of  his  country.  In  all  Palestine  Galilee  had  the  worst 
reputation,  and  in  Galilee  Nazareth  was  so  notoriously 
wicked  that  it  seems  to  have  been  a  proverb,  "  Can  any 
good  thing  come  out  of  Nazareth  V'  (John  i.,  46).  Yet 
these  Galileans  picture  the  ideal  of  holiness  coming  out  of 
Nazareth.  To  hold  that  Christ  emanated  from  the  Jewish 
mind  is,  as  has  often  been  shown,  only  to  give  us  a  greater 
miracle  to  accept  than  the  Christ  Himself. 

The  second  possible  answer  as  to  where  they  got  this 
picture  is  that  they  borrowed  it.  It  can  be  shown  that  it  is 
just  as  unlikely  that^they  borrowed  it,  as  that  they  created 
it.  The  Greeks  or  Romans  were  the  only  ones  who  could 
possibly  lend  it  to  them.  But  did  they  ?  A  noted  writer 
speaking  of  this  suys  :  "  From  Christ  shone  a  light  which 
neither  Egypt  nor  India,  nor  Greece  nor  Borne,  had  ever 
kindled  ;  which  no  age  before  his  day  ever  saw,  and  none 
since,  except  in  Him  has  ever  seen."  Speaking  of  the  great 
men  of  these  countries,  the  same  writer  says  :  "  Not  one  of 
these  on  any  just  ground  can  be  likened  to  Jesus  for  one 
moment.  He  is  not  merely  different  from  them,  but  in  the 
most  material  respects  incomparably  above  them  all.  He 
had  no  predecessor  and  no  successor.    The  multitude,  the 
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originality,  the  harmony  and  the  grandeur  of  his  revelations 
separate  him  by  an  impossible  line  from  all  that  arose  before 
His  time  ;  and  the  fact  that  in  2000  years  not  a  single 
important  contribution  has  been  added  to  the  body  of 
speculative  truth  which  he  left,  cuts  off  all  succession." 

If  then  the  authors  did  not  create  this  picture,  nor 
borrow  it,  the  only  remaining  possibility  is  that  they  copied 
it  from  the  original.  That  this  was  the  case  is  incontro- 
vertible. These  men  evidently  painted  in  words  what  they 
saw,  but  did  not  understand.  It  took  them  quite  a  time  to 
know  their  own  production.  When  they  saw  Christ  dying 
on  the  cross  all  their  hopes  were  blasted.  Their  visions  of 
a  temporal  kingdom,  in  which  they  were  to  occupy  prominent 
positions,  had  vanished.  "  We  trusted,"  said  they,  "  that 
He  would  have  redeemed  Israel.*5  It  was  only  by  repeated 
appearances  after  His  resurrection,  and  by  the  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  at  Pentecost,  and  by  a  process  of  training 
and  experience,  that  they  themselves  were  led  to  realize  to 
any  extent  the  reality  of  the  picture  which  they  had  seen 
and  copied. 

The  most  common  thing  I  hear  is,  "  0,  it's  all  a  matter 
of  development.  Christ  was  only  the  product  of  his  times." 
Now  if  this  is  so,  and  these  men  1900  years  ago  produced 
this  picture,  and  the  development  has  been  going  on  for 
1900  years,  isn't  it  about  time  that  we  should  have  another 
product  of  the  times,  as  far  ahead  of  the  product  of  that 
age  as  their  production  was  ahead  of  the  product  of  the 
preceding  1900  years? 

Instead  of  this  the  truth  is,  that  with  all  our  boasted 
19th  century  culture,  etc.,  we  are  only  commencing  to 
approximate   to   the    idea   of   the    Christ.     He  taught 
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doctrines  and  exemplified  principles  not  only  unknown 
to  Greece  or  Rome,  bat  as  far  ahead  of  the  average 
idea  and  life  of  our  time  as  can  well  be  imagined.  "  To 
love  God  with  all  the  heart,"  and  to  "  Love  your 
neighbour  as  yourself,"  yea,  even  to  "  Love  your  enemies/ 
are  commands  which  he  gave  and  practised,  that  are  even  to 
this  day  neither  universally  obeyed  nor  even  striven  after. 
Yet  some  Galileans  1900  years  ago  either  formed  or 
borrowed  this  ideal.  Let  those  believe  this  who  can.  For 
us,  as  already  remarked,  this  involves  the  acceptance  of  a 
more  wonderful  miracle  than  the  Christ  Himself. 

No  ;  wTe  do  believe  they  neither  created  nor  borrowed 
the  picture  of  the  Christ.  We  believe  that  they  saw  Him, 
and  we  join  with  Peter,  and  ask  God  to  heip  you  all  to 
unite  with  us,  when  in  answer  to  the  question,  "  But  who 
say  ye  that  I  am  V  he  exclaimed,  "  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the 
Son  ot  the  living  God  !" — Amen. 
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N  reply,  we  ask  once  more  :  First,  "What  think  ye  of 


Christ's  book,  the  Bible?"    (a)  What  do  you  think 


of  its  authors  ?  Were  they  bad  men  or  good  men  *? 
If  bad  men,  truly  they  wrote  a  strange  book.  It  condemns 
themselves  and  many  things  they  love.  Then  it  contains  a 
great  deal  of  good  to  come  from  bad  men.  If  they  were 
not  bad  they  were  good,  but  then  the  Bible  is  full  of  lies 
and  deceptions,  and  therefore  is  not  the  product  of  good 
men.  The  only  escape  from  this  dilemna  is,  that  the  Bible  is 
what  it  purports  to  be,  viz.,  a  true  book  written  by  honest 
men. 

But  was  it  written  merely  by  men  ?  We  believe  not, 
but  that  "  Holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghost."  We  ask  again  therefore,  (b)  What  do  you 
think  of  its  inspiration  ?  The  strongest  argument  we 
know  for  this  is  the  Bible's  unity.  Here  is  a  book  written 
by  different  men  during  a  period  of  hundreds  of  years. 
Yet  it  is  a  perfect  unit.  This,  next  to  our  personal  experi- 
ence, is  the  strongest  anchor  we  possess  against  all  the 
storms  of  error  and  infidelity.  To  see  this  as  we  do  is  to 
be  as  sure  that  the  Bible  is  a  divine  production,  as  one  is  of 
their  own  existence.  To  catch  the  full  force  of  this 
argument  one  must  have  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  Bible's 
contents. 


No.  II. 


46 


TALKS  TO   YOUNG  MEN  ONLY. 


When  an  acorn  is  placed  in  the  ground  the  oak  lies 
packed  away  in  it,  and  under  proper  conditions  it  develops 
and  grows  to  a  perfect  tree.  Thus  we  see  the  Bible.  The 
seed  verse  is  Genesis  iii.  :  15.  All  the  Bible  is  packed 
away,  or  is  potential  in  this  verse.  It  reads  thus  :  "  And 
I  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and 
between  thy  seed  and  her  seed  it  shall  bruise  thy  head,  and 
thou  shalt  bruise  his  heel." 

Some  Rationalists  say  that  what  this  means  is  that 
serpents  are  going  to  sting  people's  heels,  and  they  in  turn 
will  crush  the  serpent's  heads.  I  could  scarcely  help  laughing 
when  I  first  read  this,  altho'  my  next  feeling  was  to  cry  for 
the  poor  souls  that  only  see  the  outside  of  this  text  that  is 
all  glorious  within.  All  the  important  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
lie  wrapped  up  in  this  verse.  It  is  the  germ  of  which  the 
rest  of  the  Bible  is  only  a  fuller  or  more  perfect 
development.    Thus  : 

1st.    There  is  the  sovereignty  and  grace  of  God — "  / 

win:7 

2nd.  There  is  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the 
enmity  between  the  two  seeds.  "  The  spirit  against  the  flesh 
and  the  flesh  against  the  spirit." 

3rd.  The  humanity  of  Christ — "  The  seed  of  the 
woman." 

4th.  His  divinity — He  will  conquer  man's  conqueror — 
He  will  bruise  Satan's  head. 

5th.    His  vicarious  sufferings — His  heel  is  to  be  bruised. 

6th.  The  ultimate  triumph  of  Christ's  kingdom  after 
conflict. 
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How  did  so  many  writers  preserve  the  unity  of  all  this 
in  66- books,  through  a  period  of  1500  years?  When  men 
living  in  the  one  age  write  on  the  same  subject,  we  can 
notice  contradictions.  Think  of  two  men  1 500  years  apart 
writing  on  the  same  subject.  This  is  what  Moses  and  John 
did.  Yet  their  unity  is  complete.  If  you  say  that  you  do 
not  see  it  I  remind  you  of  the  fable  of  the  mole 
and  the  robin.  The  latter  was  perched  on  a  branch  singing 
cheerfully,  when  the  mole  coming  up  with  his  blind  eyes 
asked,  "  What  makes  you  so  happy  V  "  Why,"  replied  the 
robin,  "  don't  you  see  this  beautiful  world  all  around  1  isn't 
it  enough  to  make  any  one  sing  ?"  "  Nonsense,"  answered 
the  mole,  "  that's  all  imagination.  I  do  not  see  what  you 
speak  of  at  all."  So  dear  brother,  if  you  do  not  see  these 
things  I  pray  God  to  open  your  blind  eyes ;  for  you  might 
as  well  argue  with  me  that  I  do  not  see  the  sun,  as  that  I  do 
not  see  Jesus  from  Genesis  to  Revelation. 

(c)  What  do  you  think  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Bible? 
Take  for  example  the  predictions  as  to  the  coming  of  Christ. 
1st,  the  time  was  told  Gen.  xlix.,  10  ;  Dan.  ix.,  24-27.  2nd? 
the  place,  Micah  v.,  2  ;  Matt,  ii.,  6.  3rd,  His  tribe  and 
family,  Jer.  xxxiii.,  14-17.  4th,  His  mother,  Is.,  vii.,  14. 
5th,  His  forerunner,  Mai.,  3-1.  6th,  His  relation  to  the 
Gentiles,  Is.  lx.,  7.  7th,  His  moral  influence,  Is.  xxxv.,  — 
Indeed  the  moral  change  effected  by  the  gospel  is  the 
sign  never  to  be  cut  off,  Is.  lv.,  11-13.  8th,  A  king  and 
conqueror  of  universal  empire,  Ps.  2-6  ;  Ps.  45  ;  Ps.  72  ; 
Is.  ix.,  6-7. 

After  seeing  how  all  these  prophecies  have  been  fulfilled, 
study  Is.  liii.  Here  you  will  find  a  minuteness  of  detail 
about  Christ  as  vivid  and  real  as  if  given  by  an  eye-witness. 
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Yet  it  was  written  at  least  700  years  before  His  birth. 
Tli is  chapter  has  been  the  means  of  the  conversion  of  noted 
infidels.  Then  read  the  22nd  Ps.,  which  is  well  called  "the 
programme  of  the  crucifixion." 

(d)  What  do  you  think  of  the  morality  of  the  Bible? 
Did  yon  ever  study  it  in  contrast  with  the  leaching  of 
other  so-called  Bibles'?  Do  yon  know  the  perfection  of  the 
moral  law  and  the  argument  for  the  truth  of  the  Bible  based 
upon  it  V    If  not,  listen  to  the  following  : — 

An  infidel,  wishing  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  religion,  inquired  of  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  as  follows  :  "  What  books,  sir,  would  you  advise  me 
to  read  V  "  The  Bible,"  said  the  elder.  "  I  believe  you  do 
not  understand  me,"  resumed  the  unbeliever,  surprised  in  his 
turn  ;  "  I  wish  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  Bible."  "  I 
would  advise  you,  sir,"  repeated  the  elder,  "  to  read  the 
Bible  ;  and,"  he  continued,  "I  will  give  you  my  reasons  . 
Most  infidels  are  very  ignorant  of  the  Scriptures.  Now,  to 
reason  on  any  subject  with  correctness,  we  must  understand 
what  it  is  about  which  we  reason.  In  the  next  place,  I 
consider  the  internal  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  Scriptures 
stronger  than  the  external."  "  And  where  shall  I  begin  V 
inquired  the  unbeliever,  "  at  the  New  Testament  V  "  No," 
said  the  elder,  "  at  the  beginning — at  Genesis." 

One  evening  the  elder  called  and  found  the  unbeliever 
at  his  house  or  office,  walking  the  room,  with  a  dejected 
look,  his  mind  apparently  absorbed  in  thought.  He  con- 
tinued, not  noticing  that  any  one  had  come  in,  busily  to 
trace  and  retrace  his  steps.  The  elder  at  length  spoke  : 
i'  You  seem,  sir,"  said  he,  "  to  be  in  a  brown  study  ;  of 
what  are  you  thinking  V    "  I  have  been  reading,"  replied 

* 


HAS    INFIDELITY    A    LEG    TO    STAND    ON  ?  49 


the  infidel,  "  the  moral  law."  "  Well,  what  do  you  think 
of  it  ?"  asked  the  elder.  "  I  will  tell  you  what  I  used  to 
think,"  answered  the  infidel.  "  I  supposed  that  Moses  wTas 
the  leader  of  a  horde  of  banditti  ;  that,  having  a  strong 
mind,  he  acquired  great  influence  over  a  superstitious  people  ; 
and  that  on  Mount  Sinai  he  played  off  some  sort  of  fire- 
works, to  the  amazement  of  his  ignorant  followers,  who 
imagined,  in  their  mingled  fear  and  superstition,  that  the 
exhibition  was  supernatural,."  "But  what  do  you  think 
now  T  interposed  the  elder.  "  I  have  been  looking,"  said 
the  infidel,  "  into  the  nature  of  that  law.  I  have  been  try- 
ing to  see  whether  I  can  add  anything  to  it,  or  take  anything 
from  it,  so  as  to  make  it  better.  Sir,  T  cannot.  It  is 
perfect." 

"  The  first  commandment,"  continued  he,  "  directs  us  to 
make  the  Creator  the  object  of  our  supreme  love  and 
reverence.  That  is  right.  If  he  be  our  Creator,  Preserver, 
and  supreme  Benefactor,  we  ought  to  treat  him,  and  none 
other,  as  such.  The  second  forbids  idolatry.  That  certainly 
is  right.  The  third  forbids  profaneness.  The  fourth  fixes 
a  time  for  religious  worship.  If  there  is  a  God,  he  ought 
surely  to  be  worshipped.  It  is  suitable  that  there  should  be 
an  outward  homage,  significant  of  our  inward  regard.  If 
God  be  worshipped,  it  is  proper  that  some  time  be  set  apart 
for  that  purpose,  when  all  may  worship  him  harmoniously 
and  without  interruption.  One  day  in  seven  is  certiinly 
not  too  much,  and  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  too  little.  The 
fifth  defines  the  peculiar  duties  arising  from  the  family 
relations.  Injuries  to  our  neighbor  are  then  classified  by 
the  moral  law.  They  are  divided  into  offences  against  life, 
chastity,  property,  and  character  ;  and,"  said  he,  applying  a 
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legal  idea  with  legal  acuteness,  "  I  notice  that  the  greatest 
offense  in  each  class  is  expressly  forbidden.  Thus,  the 
greatest  injury  to  life  is  murder;  to  chastity,  adultery;  to 
property,  theft;  to  character,  perjury.  Now  the  greatest 
offense  must  include  the  less  of  the  same  kind.  Murder 
must  include  every  injury  to  life  ;  adultery,  every  injury  to 
purity  ;  and  so  of  the  rest.  And  the  moral  code  is  closed 
and  perfected  by  a  command  foi bidding  every  improper 
desire  in  regard  to  our  neighbor. 

"  I  have  been  thinking,"  he  proceeded,  "-where  did 
Moses  get  that  law  ?  I  have  read  history  ;  the  Egyptians 
and  the  adjacent  nations  were  idolaters  ;  so  were  the  Greeks 
and  Romans;  and  the  wisest  and  best  Greeks  or  Romans 
never  gave  a  code  of  morals  like  this.  Where  did  Moses 
get  this  law,  which  surpasses  the  wisdom  and  philosophy  of 
the  most  enlightened  ages  ?  He  lived  at  a  period  com- 
paratively barbarous  ;  but  he  has  given  a  law,  in  which  the 
learning  and  sagacity  of  all  subsequent  time  can  detect  no 
flaw.  Where  did  he  get  it  He  could  not  have  soared  so 
far  above  his  age  as  to  have  devised  it  himself.  I  am 
satisfied  where  he  obtained  it.  It  came  down  from  Heaven. 
I  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  religion  of  the  Bible." 

(e.)  What  do  you  think  of  the  lives  formed  under  the 
influence  of  Bible  morality  ?  Contrast  them  with  lives 
formed  under  other  systems.  When  the  leader  of  Ameri- 
can infidelity  was  in  our  Capital  some  time  ago,  a  friend  of 
mine  offered  him  a  tract.  He  took  it  and  threw  it  on  the 
ground  and  said  :  "Goto  h— 1."  Nice  teacher  no  doubt 
for  our  young  men  !  By  the  fruits  ye  shall  know  their 
system. 

Joseph  Cook,  in  one  of  his  "Boston  Monday  Lectures" 
says,  "  Paine  had  in  his  last  years  habits  absolutely  unre- 
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portable  before  a  mixed  audience.  He  was  personally  filthy, 
and  was  at  times  recommended  to  bathe  as  a  means  of  pre- 
paring him  for  company.  *  %  *  *  He  was  a  drunkard. 
He  was  intemperate  not  only  in  the  manner  common  in 
that  day,  but  roughly,  deeply,  bestially  so.  That  all  this 
came  from  his  principles  I  do  not  assert,  for  some  have  been 
drunkards  who  were  not  infidels.  But  Paine  up  to  the  last 
continued  to  be  blasphemous  towards  Christianity.  *  * 
*  *  There  is  evidence  that  his  infidelity  sowed  the  seeds 
of  his  bad  habits."  Yet  these  are  the  men  whose  books 
many  are  reading,  and  with  which  Japan,  India,  and  other 
countries  are  being  flooded.  If  their  teaching  does  not  do 
more  for  others  than  it  did  for  themselves,  it's  a  sad  prospect. 
Think  when  you  read  "  Ingersoll's  Lectures/'  or  "Paine's 
Age  of  Reason,"  of  the  lives  of  their  authors,  and  ask  your- 
self if  they  are  fit  ideals  either  for  time  or  eternity  1  Com- 
pare them  with  the  life  of  Christ  or  many  of  his  followers, 
and  decide  as  to  which  you  shall  endeavour  to  imitate. 

Second  :  What  do  you  think  of  Christ's  teaching  ?  (a.) 
What  do  you  think  of  its  simplicity  ?  Take  for  example, 
the  Parables.  A  minister  told  me  of  a  clever  lawyer,  a 
member  of  the  American  Congress,  who  said  one  Sabbath 
to  his  pastor  as  they  walked  from  church  :  "  Dr.,  why  do 
you  not  give  us  some  parables  as  Christ  did  V  "  I  have  a 
good  reason  for  not  doing  so,"  the  Dr.  replied,  "  but  I'll  tell 
you  what  I'll  do.  If  you  make  a  parable  I'll  use  it  next 
Sabbath."  "  All  right,"  said  the  lawyer,  "I'll  send  you  one 
during  the  week."  The  end  of  the  week  was  drawing  on 
and  no  parable  had  arrived.  Meeting  the  lawyer  the  Dr. 
said,  "You  have  not  sent  me  the  promised  parable."  "No, 
and  I'm  not  going  to  either.    I've  tried  hard  and  I  cannot 
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make  anything  approximating  to  one.  It  seems  simple  to 
read  the  Gospels ;  but  try  and  write  one.  It's  like  read- 
ing a  poem  which  has  made  the  author  famous.  One  thinks, 
"That's  right, — that's  just  the  way  I  would  say  it  myself. 
By  the  way  it  seems  so  natural  and  easy  I  think  I'll  write 
one  myself."  And  did  you  ever  try  1  If  not,  do  some  day. 
Yea,  the  very  simplicity  of  Christ's  teaching  is  proof  of 
His  divinity. 

(6.)  What  do  you  think  of  its  spontaneousness ?  He  made 
no  effort  in  teaching  the  most  profound  truths.  Altho'  He 
had  no  education  nor  opportunity  of  contact  with  great 
minds  through  books  or  travel,  yet  he  spoke  with  the 
utmost  ease  and  with  perfect  knowledge  concerning  subjects 
that  had  troubled  the  minds  and  exercised  the  powers  of  the 
greatest  thinkers.  Socrates  and  Plato,  two  of  the  greatest 
minds  before  Christ,  both  had  the  advantage  of  studying  for 
years  under  the  most  eminent  teachers.  Yet  they  only 
reached  conclusions  after  long  and  laboured  arguments. 
Christ  never  argued.  He  simply  asserted.  He  never 
sought  the  truth.  He  just  spoke  it.  It  came  as  natural 
and  spontaneous  as  light  from  the  sun  or  water  from  the 
fountain. 

(c.)  What  do  you  think  of  its  definiteness  ?  Before 
Him  all  teachers  were  vague  and  mystical  and  vascillating, 
especially  concerning  divine  things.  Their  writings  are 
filled  with  hesitation  and  doubt.  The  disciples  of  Socrates 
had  to  complain  that  he  often  left  them  in  perplexity  on 
important  subjects.  Christ  on  the  other  hand  spoke  on  the 
most  mysterious  and  unknown  subjects  with  perfect  and 
absolute  assurance.  I  like  this  element  in  his  teaching. 
It  is  so  different  from  the  teaching  of  those  in  modern 
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times  who  ask  us  to  forsake  His  doctrine.  They  find  fault 
with  Christianity,  but  what  do  they  offer  as  a  substitute  1 
I  made  up  my  mind  quite  a  while  ago  to  live  and  die  by 
Christ's  teaching  unless  I  hear  of  better.  Let  us  all  hold 
on  to  Christ  and  his  promises  till  they  offer  us  a  better 
substitute.  When  an  infidel  was  dying  a  sceptical  friend 
noticed  that  he  was  inclined  to  let  go  his  old  belief,  and 
said  to  him,  "  Hold  on  man — hold  on."  "  It's  all  very  well 
to  say  hold  on"  gasped  the  dying  man,  "  but  how  can  I 
hold  on  when  I have  nothing  to  hold  on  to?  Thank  God 
the  Christian  has  something  to  which  he  can  hold. 

(d.)  What  do  you  think  of  its  adaptation  to  human 
need.  Few  things  show  its  divinity  more  than  this. 
Other  systems  read  well,  and  are  ingenious  and  interesting, 
but  when  the  trials  and  troubles  of  life  come  they  fail  to 
solace  and  satisfy.  Parker  illustrates  this  well  in  his  "Job's 
Comforters."  Job  loses  his  health,  his  property,  and  his 
children.  Modern  scientists  come  to  comfort  him.  "Huxley, 
the  Molecalite,"  says  :  "  Your  trouble  is  entirely  molecular. 
All  the  phenomena  of  your  case  is  explainable  by  dis- 
ordered molecules,  and  viewed  scientifically  yours  is  a 
beautiful  case.  Remember  that  a  nucleated  mass  of  proto- 
plasm is  the  structural  unit  of  the  human  body,  and  that 
matter  and  spirit  are  but  names  for  the  imaginary  substrata 
of  groups  of  natural  phenomena  ;  and  you  will  find  great 
comfort.  Job,  however,  still  mourns,  and  "John  Stuart  the 
Millite,"  interposes  thus  :  "  This  is  all  a  result  of  ignorance 
of  economic  laws.  When  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
country  is  improved — when  women  are  granted  the 
franchise  and  other  reforms  are  attained  ;  health,  wTealth  and 
comfort  will  be  greatly  increased.    Then  as  to  trouble  of 
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mind  a  philosophic  course  will  cure  that.  A  good  dose  of 
Metaphysics  will  cure  fear,  and  an  application  of  the 
functions  and  logical  value  of  the  syllogism  will  ease  the  con- 
science." Job  continued  to  groan  and  weep,  notwithstand- 
ing these  comforting  reflections.  "  Tyndall  the  Saducee  " 
kindly  consented  to  prescribe  for  his  affliction.  He  said  : 
"Your  children  have  melted  into  the  infinite  azure  of  the 
past  and  mixing  with  matter  will  reappear  in  the  chemic 
economy  of  nature.  Therefore  take  things  philosophically. 
Answer  to  yourself  such  questions  as  this  if  you  would  be 
really  comforted.  'Is  it  possible  for  the  undeflected  human 
mind  to  return  to  the  meridian  of  absolute  neutrality  as 
regards  ultraphysical  questions  V  Consider  also  that  prayer 
is  wasted  breath  in  as  much  as  the  laws  of  nature  are 
unchangeable.  Doubt  those  who  believe  in  the  Providence 
of  God,  and  attend  scientific  lectures  as  often  as  possible, 
and  you  will  become  rational  and  philosophical."  How 
does  all  this  sound  beside  the  words  of  Scripture?  "All 
things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God."  "  I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life."  "  What  ye  know  not 
now  ye  shall  know  hereafter."  "  The  dead  in  Cnrist  shall 
rise  first."  "  Wherefore  comfort  one  another  with  these 
words." 

Third— What  do  you  think  of  Christianity  f  (a.)  What 
do  you  think  of  its  influence  ?  1st.  Upon  our  idea  of 
humanity.  Before  the  teaching  of  Christ  the  Greeks  had 
attained  the  highest  form  of  culture  known  to  those  times, 
and  yet  Plato,  one  of  their  most  famous  teachers  said  :  "I 
thank  God  I'm  a  Greek,  not  a  barbarian  ;  an  Athenian, 
not  a  Bcetian."  All  others  but  Greeks  were  barbarians. 
They  had  no  conception  of  the  brotherhood  of  mankind. 
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It  remained  for  Christ  to  teach  that  one  is  our  common 
Father,  even  God,  and  that  all  mankind  are  brethren. 

2nd.  Our  idea  of  individuality,  and  the  rights  of  the 
individual  conscience.  The  Greeks  knew  nothing  of  this. 
In  the  words  of  Bollinger  :  ''The  sum  of  a  Greek's  duty 
was  to  merge  his  personality  in  the  State  and  to  have  no 
will  of  his  own  distinct  from  that  of  the  State."  What  an 
advance,  and  how  important  in  all  its  bearings  the  concep- 
tion Christianity  teaches,  viz.  :  That  each  man  shall  give  an 
account  of  himself. 

3rd.  In  developing  and  gaining  the  liberties  we  enjoy 
religiously,  politically,  and  socially.  To  see  this  you  have 
only  to  contrast  Christian  countries  in  these  respects  with 
countries  where  other  systems  prevail.  Men  often  say  "0, 
other  religions  are  just  '"as  good,"  But  did  you  ever 
notice  that  they  do  not  care  to  go  and  live  where  these 
other  systems  predominate  ?  They  practically  acknowledge 
the  benefits  and  blessings  Christanity  has  brought  us. 

4th.  Think  of  the  influence  Christanity  has  had  on 
slavery — on  war — on  the  condition  of  women.  Bad  as 
these  things  may  still  be,  yet  if  you  know  their  history 
before  the  coming  of  Christ  you  will  have  to  confess  to  mar- 
vellous changes  for  the  better  under  the  teaching  of  Christ- 
ianity. 

5th.  Consider  all  the  Educational  and  Philanthopic 
institutions  that  Christianity  has  originated  and  developed. 
I  say  originated  because  few  if  any  such  institutions  existed 
before  Christ's  time.  I  say  developed,  because  all  such 
institutions  with  which  I  am  acquainted  have  been  not  only 
founded  but  fostered  under  Christian  control,  and  by  the 
means  of  Christian  money.  I  am  aware  that  in  answer  to 
all  this  some  will  say,  "  Why  all  these  changes  are  a  result 
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of  education — of  culture."  But  where  did  the  education  and 
culture  come  from  1  Infidels  take  what  suits  them  from. 
Christianity  and  then  rejecting  it,  talk  about  the  influence 
of  the  principles  which  they  have  borrowed.  To  prove  their 
theory  they  should  show  us  these  principles  effecting  simi- 
lar changes  and  exercising  similar  influences  in  countries 
where  they  have  never  heard  of  the  Bible  or  its  teachings. 
James  Russell  Lowell  once  said,  "  When  the  microscopic 
search  of  skepticism,  which  has  haunted  the  heavens  and 
sounded  the  seas  to  disprove  the  existence  of  a  Creator,  has 
turned  its  attention  to  human  society  and  has  found  a  place 
on  this  planet  ten  miles  square  where  a  decent  man  may 
live  in  decency,  comfort  and  security,  supporting  and  edu- 
cating his  children  unspoiled  and  unpolluted  ;  a  place 
where  age  is  reverenced,  infancy  respected,  manhood  and 
womanhood  honoured  and  human  life  held  in  due  regard  ; 
when  skeptics  can  find  such  a  place  ten  miles  square  on  this 
globe  where  the  gospel  has  not  gone  and  cleared  the  way 
and  laid  the  foundations,  and  made  decency  and  security 
possible;  it  will  then  be  in  order  for  the  skeptical  literati 
to  move  thither  and  ventilate  their  views.  So  long 
as  these  men  are  dependent  upon  the  religion  which  they 
discard  for  every  privilege  they  enjoy,  they  may  well 
hesitate  a  little  before  they  seek  to  rob  the  Christian  of  his 
hope  and  humanity  of  faith  in  that  Saviour  who  alone  has 
given  to  man  that  hope  of  life  eternal  which  makes  life 
tolerable  and  society  possible,  and-  robs  death  of  its  terrors 
and  the  grave  of  its  gloom." 

Sometime  ago  I  was  speaking  to  an  old  acquaintance 
who  I  found  to  my  sorrow  had  become  sceptical.  He 
told  me  he  did  not  believe  in  the  Bible  or  its  teachings. 
After  discussing  different  difficulties  which  he  suggested, 
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and  having  made  no  evident  impression  upon  him,  I 
thought  I  would  appeal  to  his  feelings.  I  said, 
"  There  are  your  little  boys  growing  up,  what  are  you 
going  to  teach  them  as  they  go  out  into  the  world  V 
He  replied,  "  I'm  going  to  teach  them  good  principles." 
And  where  aie  you  going  to  get  them  ?"  I  asked.  "  Out  of 
my  head  and  out  of  consciousness, "  he  answered.  On 
further  enquiry  I  found  that  the  principles  he  believed, 
and  was  going  to  teach  his  boys,  were  not  found  in  the 
Vedas  of  the  Hindoos,  nor  in  the  Koran  of  the  Moham- 
medans, but  in  the  Bible,  the  word  of  God.  He  borrowed 
what  suited  and  rejected  the  rest. 

A  Christian  lecturing  in  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  said,  "I 
challenge  you  to  show  me  a  man  brought  up  an  infidel 
who  is  truly  a  moral  man.  "  At  once  a  man  in  the  audi- 
ence arose  and  replied,  "  I'm  one.  I  have  lived  here 
for  years  and  I  defy  any  one  to  impeach  my  character — 
for  honesty,  truthfulness,  or  any  other  virtue."  "Excuse 
me,"  said  the  lecturer,"  but  who  was  your  mother  1"  "  She 
was  one  of  the  best  Christians  that  ever  lived,"  he  answered. 
"  And  your  father  V  "  He  too  was  one  of  the  best  Chris- 
tians." I  thought  so,"  continued  the  speaker,"  and  the  good 
qualities  you  possess  are  the  result  of  early  training,  and  of 
the  principles  your  parents  taught  you,  which  they  found  in 
the  Bible  "  Another  case  of  a  man  who  borrowed  good 
from  the  Bible  and  rejected  the  rest. 

It  seems  to  me  that  a  man  denying  Christianity  is  as  if 
a  man  denied  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  national  system  founded  upon  it.  Suppose  a  man 
arrives  in  New  York  city  on  the  4th  of  July.  He  finds 
it  in  gala  attire — bands  are  playing — cannon  booming — 
all  betokening  something  unusual.     Soon  he  sees  crowds 
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wending  their  way  towards  Central  Park,  and  following 
them  he  finds  himself  in  front  of  an  immense  platform.  On 
it  are  seated  many  eminent  men,  and  soon  one  of  them  arises 
and  delivers  an  oration  lauding  especially  George  Washington 
and  the  Anerican  Constitution.  The  visitor  says,  "I  do  not 
believe  a  word  of  it.  I  doubt  if  there  was  ever  a  George  W ash- 
ington,  the  so-called  father  of  the  American  Constitution." 
What  would  you  think  of  that  infidelity  *?  But  what  worse 
is  it  than  the  popular  infidelity  concerning  Christianity.  A 
visitor  from  another  sphere  arrives  in  this  world  on  Sabbath 
day.  He  sees  labour  suspended.  He  hears  bells  ringing 
and  notices  crowds  wending  their  way  to  large  buildings. 
He  enters  one  of  these  and  a  man  rises  and  commences  to 
talk  about  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Bible — his  book,  and  Chris- 
tianity the  system  founded  upon  it.  Then  he  sees  the 
ordinances  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  administered. 
At  the  conclusion  he  says,  "  I  do  not  believe  there  ever  was 
such  a  man  as  Christ.  " 

Before  closing  this  talk  I  would  say  to  you  young  men,  do 
not  be  deceived  by  the  plausibility  of  some  of  the  arguments 
against  Christianity.  Plausibility  proves  nothing.  One  of 
the  plausible  and  popular  explanations  of  gospel  history  is 
the  so-called  mythical  or  legendary  theory.  Applying  this 
same  method  it  can  be  proved  quite  plausibly  that  many  well 
known  historical  persons  and  documents  are  mythical.  For 
example  it  can  thus  be  plausibly  shown  that  Julius  Ca3sar 
was  never  assassinated — that  the  history  of  Martin  Luther 
is  mythical,  and  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  the 
United  States  is  a  fiction.  The  latter  is  done  thus  :  First — 
The  congress  was  held  at  a  mythical  town,  viz.,  Philadel- 
phia, that  is  the  city  of  brotherly-love. 
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Second — The  date  is  suspicious.  It  is  signed  on  the  4th 
day  of  the  4th  month  reckoning  from  April,  as  it  is  possible 
the  Heraclidians  and  Scandanavians  did — probable  the 
aboriginal  Americans  did,  and  certain  the  Hebrews  did. 
Besides  this,  4  was  a  sacred  number  with  the  Americans. 
Thus  the  President  is  elected  for  4  years.  There  are  4 
departments  of  state,  and  4  divisions  of  power,  viz.,  the 
People — the  Congress — the  Judiciary,  and  the  Executive. 
Then  three  of  the  Presidents  who  signed  the  Declaration 
died  on  the  4th  of  July.  The  year  is  also  very  suspicious  as 
444  x  4=1776.* 

Third — One  of  the  greatest  Mexican  historians  does 
not  mention  it,  which  he  certainly  would  have  done  if  it  had 
really  taken  place  so  near. 

Fourth — The  Declaration  is  somewhat  metaphysical. 
This  is  not  characteristic  of  the  Americans.  Then  Kant's 
Critique  of  Pure  E  eason  was  not  issued  till  after  the  date  of 
the  Declaration. 

Fifth — The  Declaration  says  that  "All  men  are  born  free 
and  equal."  Still  as  a  matter  of  fact  for  years  after  this  many 
were  in  slavery  in  this  very  country — and  petitions  support- 
ing this  freedom  and  equality  were  repeatedly  rejected  by 
Congress,  while  if  the  history  of  the  Declaration  were  true 
and  not  mythical,  slavery  had  no  existence  after  1776. 

It's  easy  to  talk  and  criticize.  Many  of  you  remember 
what  is  told  of  a  man  who  criticized,  what  he  thought  was  a 
stuffed  owl.  He  said  that  the  feet  were  not  placed  right  ; 
that  the  poise  of  the  head  was  imperfect  ;  that  the  feathers 
were  badly  fixed.  When  he  reached  this  point  in  his  critic- 
ism, the  owl  turned  around  and  blinked  at  him. 

*While  preparing  this  "Talk"  the  papers  announced  that  "The  electrol 
college  which  will  elect  the  President  of  the  United  States  next  year,  will  con- 
sist of  444  members  "  Surely  this  is  strong  corroborative  proof  (?)  of  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  number  4  to  the  Americans. — W.  M. 
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IN  proof  that  it  has  not,  we  ask  lastly  :  What  do  yon  think 
of  Christ's  miracles'!  A  noted  writer  says: — The 
Resurrection  of  Christ  is  the  culmination  of  all  the 
miraculous  events  which  are  conceivable  from  the  beginning 
of  history  to  its  close."  We  believe  this  ;  so  instead  of  prov- 
ing the  miracles,  we  prove  the  miracle,  viz  ,  the  Resurrection. 

Friends  and  foes  are  agreed  as  to  the  importance  of  the 
Resurrection  in  this  discussion.  Strauss  says:  "It  is  the 
centre  of  the  centre — the  real  heart  of  Christianity." 
Fair  bairn  says  :  "  The  Resurrection  created  the  Church — 
the  risen  Christ  made  Christianity,  and  even  now  the  Chris- 
tian faith  stands  or  falls  with  Him." 

The  place  and  importance  of  the  Resurrection  in 
Christianity  is  illustrated  by  what  occurred  between  Lepaux 
and  Talleyrand.  The  former,  with  much  thought  and  study, 
had  invented  a  new  religion  to  be  called  "  Theo-philan- 
throphy  " — and  being  disappointed  in  its  not  being  readily 
approved  and  adopted,  complained  to  the  latter  of  his  diffi- 
culty. "I'm  not  surprised,"  he  answered  l'  it's  always 
difficult  to  introduce  a  new  religion,  but  there  is  one  thing 
I'd  advise  you  to  do,  and  then  perhaps  you  would  succeed." 
"  What  is  it  ?  What  is  it?"  Lepaux  eagerly  asked.  "  It  is 
this,"  replied  Talleyrand,   "  Go  and  be  ciucified,  and  then 
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be  buried,  and  then  on  the  third  day  rise  again,  and  then  it  is 
possible  you  may  accomplish  your  object."  The  philosopher, 
crest-fallen  and  confounded,  went  away. 

But  our  business  is  with  the  proof  of  the  Kesurrection 
rather  than  with  its  importance,  for  our  argument  is,  the 
Kesurrection  is  true,  therefore  Christianity  is  true — Chris- 
tianity is  true,  therefore  Infidelity  is  false. 

The  usual  sources  of  proof  for  the  Resurrection  as  com- 
piled by  Dr.  Hodge  are  : 

1st.  The  Old  Testament  predicted  it.  Compare  Ps. 
xvi.,  10  and  Acts  ii.  24-31.  All  the  other  predictions  con- 
cerning the  Messiah  were  fulfilled  in  Christ,  therefore  this. 

2nd.  Christ  predicted  it,  and  therefore  if  he  were  a 
true  prophet  He  must  have  risen.— Math.  xx.  19,  John 
ii.  19-22. 

3rd.  The  event  his  extraordinary  origin  and  character 
considered  is  not  antecedently  improbable. 

4th.    The  testimony  of  the  eleven  apostles. 

5th.  The  separate  testimony  of  Paul,  who  as  one  born 
out  of  due  time  saw  his  risen  Lord  and  derived  his  commis- 
sion and  revelation  from  Him  in  person — 1  Cor.  xv.  8,  Gal. 

i.  12,  Acts  ix.  3-8. 

6th.  He  was  seen  by  500  brethren  at  once,  to  whom 
Paul  appeals — 1  Cor.  xv.,  6. 

7th.  The  change  of  the  Sabbath  from  the  last  to  the 
first  day  of  the  week  is  a  monument  of  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  the  whole  of  the  first  generation  of  Christians  to  the 
fact  that  they  believed  that  Christ  rose  from  the  dead. 

8th.  The  miracles  wrought  by  the  apostles  were  God's 
seals  to  their  testimony  that  he  had  raised  Christ — Heb. 

ii.  ,  4. 


62 


TALKS    TO    YOUNG    MEN  ONLY. 


9th.  The  accompanying  witness  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
honouring  the  apostles  doctrine  and  ministry  not  merely  by 
miraculous  gifts,  but  by  His  sanctifying,  elevating,  and  con- 
soling power — Acts  v.,  3'2. 

Of  the  above  we  will  refer  to  one  only,  viz.,  to  the  proof 
based  on  the  testimony  of  witnesses:  1st.  Their  number — 
"  All  human  laws  assume  that  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses 
when  uncontradicted,  and  especially  when  confirmed  by 
collateral  evidence  produces  such  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
the  fact  asserted  as  to  justify  even  the  taking  of  the  life  of 
a  fellow  creature."  The  witnesses  to  the  Resurrection  are 
therefore  more  than  sufficient.  There  are  a  number  of 
women — the  eleven  apostles — the  more  than  five  hundred 
brethren — and  the  Ai  ostle  Paul,  besides  some  others. 

2nd.  Their  credibility — "We  are  so  constituted  that 
we  cannot  refuse  assent  to  the  testimony  of  good  men  to  a 
fact  fairly  within  their  knowledge. "  Now  these  witnesses 
were  persons  of  good  sense  and  judgment,  whose  testimony 
would  be  taken  in  any  court.  Some  of  them  had  been 
fishermen  in  good  circumstances.  One  had  been  a  collector 
of  toll — while  another  is  the  learned  and  clear-headed  Paul. 

3rd.  They  had  opportunity  of  knowing  that  to  which 
they  testified.  Many  of  them  had  been  personally 
acquainted  with  Christ  for  years.  They  had  walked  with 
Him,  talked  with  Him,  and  been  so  related  to  Him  that  it  is 
impossible  they  could  have  been  deceived  as  to  His  identity. 

4th.  He  appeared  to  them  so  many  different  times  and 
under  such  varying  circumstances,  that  it  strengthens  their 
evidence.  He  appeared  to  ten  of  them  on  the  evening  of 
the  Resurrection, — then  again  to  the  whole  eleven  a  week 
after, — then  to  seven  of  them  on  another  occasion.  He 
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appeared  to  the  women — to  two  of  them  as  they  journeyed 
— and  finally  to  all  of  them  on  Mount  Olivet  at  His 
ascension. 

5th.  The  fact  that  at  first  they  were  incredulous  also 
strengthens  their  testimony.  It  was  not  those  who 
expected  to  do  so  who  saw  Him.  The  women  were  on  their 
way  to  anoint  his  dead  body  when  they  saw  Him.  When 
they  told  the  Apostles,  "  their  words  seemed  to  them  as  idle 
tales,  and  they  believed  them  not."  Yea,  these  men  would 
not  believe  till  they  went  into  the  empty  tomb.  When  the 
Apostles  told  Thomas  who  was  absent  at  Christ's  first 
appearance,  he  doubted  and  demanded  clearer  evidence, 
viz.,  sight  and  touch. 

6th.  Yet  these  men  became  so  convinced  of  the  Kesur- 
rection  that  it  changed  them  "  from  despondency  to  hope, 
from  timidity  to  courage,  from  doubt  to  faith,"  and  their 
belief  in  it  was  "  so  clear,  so  strong,  so  steady,"  that  it  com- 
pelled them  to  preach  it  in  the  face  of  persecution  and 
even  death,  from  Jerusalem  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

7th.  The  testimony  of  Paul  is  peculiarly  strong.  To 
see  the  strong-minded  and  well-trained  scholar,  who  was 
formerly  the  bitter  and  determined  enemy  of  Christ,  give  up 
family,  religious  prejudice,  social  position  and  bright  political 
prospects,  to  preach  as  he  himself  said,  "the  Gospel  which 
he  once  destroyed,"  adds  mightily  to  the  force  of  his 
testimony.*  Indeed  this  has  led  some  of  the  greatest 
doubters  to  make  the  honest  concession  that  the  conversion 
of  Paul  is  a  mystery  only  explained  by  the  miracle  of  the 
Resurrection. 

*Its  strength  is  also  increased  by  the  weakness  of  the  argument  of  some 
Sceptics,  that  the  conversion  of  Paul  was  "due  to  the  combined  influence  of 
epilepsy  and  a  thunder  storm."  If  a  few  fits  and  frights  would  give  such,  a  share 
of  Paul's  brains,  the  sooner  they  have  them  the  better. 
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8th.  The  substantial  agreement  of  these  witnesses  is 
another  strong  point.  I  say  substantial  agreement,  for  this 
I  take  to  be  stronger  than  absolute  harmony.  One  night 
in  a  meeting,  a  man  was  objecting  to  the  Bible  on  account 
of  its  apparent  discrepancies.  I  called  a  leading  lawyer  of 
the  place  and  asked  him,  "  Which  is  the  stronger  evidence, 
substantial  truth  with  circumstantial  variety,  or  perfect 
agreement  under  diversity  of  circumstances  V  He  replied, 
"  [  was  at  a  trial  the  other  day  where  a  father  and  son 
testified,  and  the  judge  said  to  the  jury,  4  Gentlemen,  you 
can  believe  these  witnesses  if  you  please,  but  they  harmonize 
too  perfectly  to  carry  weight  with  me.'  "  So  I  think  that 
belief  in  the  Bible  witnesses  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  is 
greatly  strengthened  by  their  substantial  agreement  with 
apparent  differences. 

9th.  When  witnesses  testify  to  things  that  happened 
in  the  distant  past,  we  cannot  help  taking  into  account  the 
possible  defects  of  memory.  But  here  are  men  who 
testify  to  facts  immediately  after  their  occurrence,  when,  if 
untrue,  they  could  be  so  proven  by  their  opponents.  Paul 
in  his  reference  to  the  500  who  saw  Christ  at  one  time 
after  His  Resurrection,  says :  "  Of  whom  the  greater  part 
remain  unto  this  present,  but  some  are  fallen  asleep." 

10th.  Closely  connected  with  the  last  is  the  fact  that 
the  apostles  did  not  go  to  distant  lands  only  to  preach  the 
Resurrection,  but  according  to  Christ's  command  they  began 
at  Jerusalem,  the  very  scene  of  the  events  to  which  they 
testified.  It's  easy  to  talk  of  wonderful  things  seen  in 
foreign  lands,  when  owing  to  distance  it  is  impossible  to 
verify  the  facts,  but  here  are  men  boldly  testifying  in  the 
very  city  where  the  events  transpired.    If  their  testimony 
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was  untrue,  why  did  not  their  adversaries  prove  it?  They 
were  certainly  anxious  to  do  so — but  we  read  of  no  such 
attempt.  The  only  reasonable  supposition  is  that  it  was 
impossible.* 

1 1  th.  A  last  consideration  is,  what  motive  could  pos- 
sibly induce  these  men  to  testify  falsely  1  They  gained  no 
personal  advantage,  but  on  the  contrary  were  subjected  to 
all  kinds  of  misrepresentation,  abuse,  hardship,  suffering, 
and  finally  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  suffered  martyrdom  as 
a  consequence  of  their  earnest  and  persevering  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  the  Resurrection. 

To  suppose  that  such  men  would  do  this  from  mere 
sentiment  or  imagination,  is  just  as  absurd,  as  it  is  impos- 
sible to  suppose  that  men  who  taught  and  wrote  and  lived 
as  they  did,  could  be  guilty  of  intentional  false  witness  and 
fraud.  We  believe,  therefore,  not  only  that  the  Resurrec- 
tion is  one  of  the  most  important  events,  but  for  the  above 
and  other  reasons,  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  authenticated 
facts  of  all  history. 

Some  talk  of  the  difficulties  surrounding  it.  While 
there  is  nothing  gained  by  denying  these,  we  are  glad  to 
say  that  there  are  more  difficulties  in  denying  than  in 
believing  the  Bible  record.  Those  who  deny  it  are  often 
driven  to  awful  expedients  in  explaining  their  theories. 
Take  one  of  the  most  popular.  It  is  that  a  young  man  was 
born  in  Galilee  who  though  unlearned  was  a  great  genius^ 
and  as  good  as  he  was  great.    He  was  handsome  in  appear- 

*  Here  again  the  argument  is  greatly  strengthened  b}T  the  weakness  of  the 
opponents  explanation.  They  said  that  all  the  Roman  guard  on  peril  of  de*th 
fell  asleep  on  dutj',  and  slept  so  soundly  that  the  seal  on  the  tomb  was  broken — 
the  great  st  ne  rolled  away,  and  the  body  stolen  without  them  awakening. 
Likely  story  I  Then  f  they  were  so  soundly  asleep  how  did  they  know  so  weli 
what  occurred  ? 


66 


TALKS  TO  YOUNG  MEN  ONLY. 


ance  and  possessed  marvellous  powers  over  both  the  bodies 
and  minds  of  others.  Of  course  he  became  popular,  and 
seeing  this  it  entered  his  head  to  pander  to  the  common 
expectations  concerning  the  Messiah.  This  he  successfully 
did  for  a  time,  but  finally  found  the  character  more  diffi- 
cult to  sustain  from  the  desire  of  the  multitude  and  of  his 
disciples  to  witness  increasing  marvels.  Thus  he  found 
himself  forced  either  to  renounce  his  mission,  or  to  fulfil 
the  expectations  he  had  encouraged.  He  determined  on  the 
latter  course,  in  which  he  was  greatly  assisted  by  the 
religious  zeal  and  credulity  of  his  followers.  All  the 
miracles  are  explained  on  a  naturalistic  basis  till  the  resur- 
rection of  Lazarus  is  reached.  This  is  explained  by  show- 
ing how  a  family  who  were  devoted  to  Christ's  mission 
agreed  that  only  one  thing  was  wanting  to  fully  attest  his 
claims,  viz.,  that  he  should  raise  the  dead.  They  suggested 
their  plan  to  Christ,  and  he  entered  into  collusion  with 
them  (Lord  pardon  me  for  repeating  it),  to  have  a  mock 
resurrection.  All  through  this  account  you  will  find  inter- 
spersed eulogies  on  Christ's  character.  And  this  good — 
yea,  perfect  man — who  forgave  sins  and  allowed  himself  to 
be  worshipped — this  Jesus  consents  to  a  "pious  fraud,"  con- 
trived by  Lazarus  and  his  sisters,  in  order  to  impress  the 
unbelieving  Jews  and  sustain  his  Messianic  claims.  I  thank 
God  that  we  who  accept  the  orthodox  view  have  nothing 
to  believe  approximating  to  this  in  difficulty. 

When  this  popular  explanation  reaches  the  resurrection 
it  becomes  not  only  infidel  but  blasphemous.  I  give  the 
words  of  its  most  famous  exponent:  "The  strong  imagina- 
tion of  Mary  Magdelene  where  enacted  a  chief  part.  Divine 
power  of  love  !    Sacred  moments,  when  the  passion  of  a 
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hallucinated  woman  gave  to  the  world  a  risen  God."  Thus 
for  nineteen  hundred  years  Christians  have  only  worshipped 
the  phantom  of  a  deluded  woman's  brain.  The  Christian 
Church  is  founded  on  a  hallucination.  The  institution  that 
embraces  most  of  the  civilized  world  and  yields  more  influ- 
ence than  all  other  religions  combined,  is  all  imagination. 
The  teaching  that  has  been  believed  and  followed  by  most 
of  the  great  and  good  that  have  ever  lived,  is  based  on  a 
day-dream.  All  the  apostles  were  false  witnesses.  So  are 
all  who  through  the  ages  have  testified  to  the  saving  power 
of  the  Risen  Christ.  He  never  rose  at  all  except  in  the 
mind  of  deluded  or  lying  followers.  "  The  tomb  of  Joseph 
became  not  only  the  grave  of  a  man,  but  of  a  religion,  with 
all  the  hopes  built  upon  it,  and  all  the  splendid  enthusiasms 
it  has  inspired." 

Let  those  believe  this  who  can.  They  are  welcome  to  it, 
and  should  find  no  difficulty  if  at  any  future  time  they  are 
aske*l  to  believe  that  black  is  white,  or  that  Satan  is  a 
Saint. 

As  for  us,  we  believe  thai,  "  White  the  world  scorned 
Christ, — the  Father  had  been  watching  over  Him  ^ith 
unceasing  love, — while  the  world  had  placed  Him  at  its  bar 
as  a  malafactor  and  blasphemer, — the  Father  had  been 
making  ready  for  Him  a  seat  at  His  own  right  hand, — 
while  the  world  nailed  him  to  the  cross, — the  Father  had  been 
preparing  for  Him  "  many  crowns," — while  the  world  had 
gone  to  His  grave  in  the  garden,  setting  a  watch  and  sealing 
the  stone,  and  had  then  returned  to  its  feasting  and  merri- 
ment, because  the  Preacher  of  Righteousness  was  no  longer 
there  to  trouble  it — the  Father  had  watched  for  the  third 
morning  in  or  ler  to  bring  Him  forth  in  triumph  from  the 
grave," 
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In  conclusion,  I  believe  that  more  have  been  converted 
by  the  practical  argument  of  Christian  lives  than  by  all  the 
powerful  arguments  of  Christian  lips.  Some  one  says,  the 
best  Books  on  Apologetics  are  bound  in  tweed  or  home- 
spun, not  in  calf  or  morocco.  Paul  virtually  says  this  when 
he  tells  the  Corinthians,  "  Ye  are  our  Epistles,  known  and 
read  of  all  men." 

Men  may  say  what  they  like  against  Christianity,  but 
down  deep  in  their  hearts  they  know  it  is  the  best  religion 
to  live  by  and  to  die  by. 

I  am  reminded  of  what  a  young  lady  told  me.  She  was 
employed  in  a  responsible  position  in  a  Boston  office.  She 
was  an  active  Christian.  Her  master  was  an  avowed  infidel 
and  missed  no  opportunity  of  speaking  against  Christianity. 
He  would  often  say,  "  One-half  of  Christians  are  hypo- 
crites. I'd  sooner  trust  a  heathen  than  most  Christians, 
etc.,  etc."  The  young  lady  never  replied  to  his  rem  irks. 
After  a  while  she  was  going  for  a  trip  to  Nova  Scotia,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  secure  some  one  to  take  her  place. 
Her  master  asked  her  if  she  knew  anyone  they  could  get. 
She  named  a  person  of  her  acquaintance  and  the  man 
seemed  quite-  pleased,  and  said  he  would  try  to  secure  her 
services.  Shortly  after  this  conversation  he  recalled  the 
young  lady  and  said,  "  Look  here,  is  that  young  lady  you 
mentioned  a  professing  Christian,  or  is  she  a  careless  world- 
ling1?" Ah  yes!  he  did  not  believe  in  Christanity,  but 
when  he  wanted  a  clerk  to  take  a  responsible  position  he 
was  anxious  to  know  if  they  believed  and  practised  its 
principles. 

It's  easy  to  talk  against  Christianity  when  one  is  sur- 
rounded by  friends  and  the  comforts  of  life,  and  in  the 
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enjoyment  of  health  and  strength.  Bat  wait  till  trouble 
comes!  Wait  till  sickness  comes!  Wai  ttill  death  stares 
you  in  the  face!  Mr.  Spurgeon,  I  think  it  is,  tells  of  a 
minister  who  walking  out  one  evening,  came  upon  a  great 
crowd  listening  to  a  young  man  denouncing  Christ  and 
Christianity.  He  was  very  eloquent  and  argumentative. 
As  the  minister  listened  he  thought,  "  I  should  reply  to 
him,  but  I  have  not  been  reading  up  lately,  and  certainly  he 
has  a  great  gift  of  language  if  not  of  logic."  In  the  mean- 
time the  speaker  sat  down  amid  the  plaudits  of  many  of  his 
hearers.  Before  the  minister  had  time  to  decide  what  to 
do,  a  plain-looking  man  arose  and  said :  "I  cannot  attempt 
to  answer  this  young  man's  arguments,  for  I  am  a  poor 
speaker,  but  I  can  tell  you  a  story.  The  other  day  I  was 
walking  by  the  river  over  here  near  the  rapids,  when  I  heard 
some  one  in  distress  calling  for  assistance.  I  ran  to  the 
shore  and  there  was  a  man  drowning.  His  boat  had  upset  and 
gotten  away  from  him,  and  he  was  drifting  helplessly  to  the 
falls.  He  was  praying  and  calling  for  mercy.  As  I  said,  I'm  no 
debater,  but  I'm  a  good  swimmer,  and  throwing  off  my  coat 
and  boots  I  dashed  in  and  took  the  man  out,  and  that's  he 
there  who  has  been  addressing  you." 

But  I  must  stop.  If  you  really  wish  to  know  the  truth 
of  these  things  "  taste  and  see,"  "  come  and  see."  One 
hour's  experience  will  do  more  to  convince  you  than  all  the 
arguments  that  have  ever  been  advanced. 

It  is  told  that  when  Morse  went  to  Washington  to  secuie 
a  bonus  to  help  him  finish  his  telegraph  line  from  there  to 
Baltimore,  that  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate his  claim.  They  were  divided  in  their  opinion  when 
they  adjourned  at  noon.    During  the  recess  Morse  took  the 
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chairman,  and  got  him  to  send  a  message  to  Baltimore  and 
receive  an  answer.  When  the  committee  convened  after 
dinner,  he  at  once  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I'm  now  prepared  to 
give  my  casting  vote,  for  I  have  personally  experienced  the 
benefit  of  the  great  invention." 

Yes  men,  an  ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a  ton  of  argu- 
ment. One  glimmer  of  light  from  the  unseen  world  will 
convince  you  quicker  than  a  flood  of  logic.  Then  you  can 
join  with  many  of  us,  saying  with  one  of  old — I  cannot 
explain  it  all  I  do  not  understand  it  all,  but  "  One  thing  I 
know,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see."  God  grant  it 
for  Jesus'  sake. — Amen. 
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i  A tQree  °f  the  thirty  captains  went  down  to  the 
\  rock  to  David,  into  the  cave  of  Adullam.  And 
v  the  host  of  the  Philistines  encamped  in  the  Valley 
of  Kephaim.  And  David  was  then  in  the  hold,  and  the 
Philistine's  garrison  was  then  at  Bethlehem.  And  David 
longed  and  said,  i  Oh,  that  one  would  give  me  drink  of  the 
water  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem,  that  is  at  the  gate  !'  And 
the  three  broke  through  the  host  of  the  Philistines,  and 
drew  water  out  of  the  well  of  Bethlehem  that  was  by  the 
gate,  and  took  it  and  brought  it  to  David." — (1  Chron.  xi., 
15-18.) 

In  this  account  we  have  the  well  of  which  David  longed 
to  drink, —  the  enemies  encamped  between  him  and  the 
well, — and  the  three  mighty  ones  who  brought  him  help. 

We  accommodate  this  to  speak  of  another  well, — of  the 
enemies  that  oppose  the  way  to  it, — and  the  mighty  ones 
who  alone  can  give  victory. 

First.  The  Well,  viz.,  Christ,  the  water  of  life.  Of 
this  Ave  11  all  men  long  to  drink.  They  may  not  know  that 
they  are  thirsting  for  Christ,  but  this  does  not  change  the 
fact.  What  does  all  the  blood  of  the  heathen  sacrifices 
mean,  if  it  is  not  the  soul  longing  for  God  ]  What  is  the 
cry  from  all  the  ancient  philosophies,  if  it  is  not,  "  0,  that 
I  knew  where  I  might  find  Him  V  Men  are  seeking 
pleasure,    riches,  society,  position,  life,  love,  something 
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durable.  Yea,  they  are  trying  to  find  satisfaction  in  the 
world.  What  is  this  but  the  immortal  soul  longing  for  God, 
and  trying  to  slake  its  thirst  at  empty  cisterns  ! 

Christ  alone  gives  real  pleasure.  He  alone  is  the  true 
riches.  He  alone  introduces  to  the  best  society,  and  exalts 
to  the  highest  position.  He  alone  is  life  and  love.  "The 
same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever."  He  alone  can  truly 
satisfy  the  longings  of  the  thirsty  soul.  David  longed  and 
said,  "  Oh  that  one  would  give  me  drink  of  the  water  of  the 
well  of  Bethlehem  !"  So  the  human  soul  longs  and  cries 
for  a  drink  of  the  well  of  life,  opened  at  Bethlehem  19 
centuries  ago,  when  He  was  born  who  said,  "  If  any  man 
thirst,  let  him  come  to  Me  and  drink."  And  who  closed 
His  testimony,  saying,  "  Let  him  that  is  athirst  come,  and 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely." 

Second.  The  War.  Between  the  thirsting  soul  and  the 
satisfying  Saviour  is  a  garrison  of  enemies,  armed  to  guard 
the  way.  These  are,  "The  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil." 
All  these  "war  against  the  soul."  Indeed,  if  they  can 
manage  it  no  soul  will  ever  drink  water  from  the  w^ell  of 
Salvation.  The  world  with  its  wisdom  and  false  maxims, 
its  customs  and  evil  habits,  its  persecutions  and  ridicule,  is 
a  great  enemy.  The  devil  with  his  wiles,  his  weapons  and 
his  willing  emissaries,  is  also  a  powerful  foe,  but  in  the 
flesh,  men  have  their  mightiest  opponent.  The  Bible 
clearly  describes  this  enemy.  It  says,  "  The  works  of  the 
Flesh  are  manifest,  viz.,  Adultery,  Fornication,  Unclean- 
ness,  Lasciviousness,  Idolatry,  Witchcraft,  Hatred,  Variance, 
Emulations,  Wrath,  Strife,  Seditions,  Heresies,  Envymgs, 
Murders,  Drunkenness,  Kevellings,  and  such  like."  We 
believe  if  Paul  lived  in  our  day  by  "  such  like,"  he  would 
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mean  all  Gambling,  Horse-racing,  Dancing,  Card-playing, 
Theatre-going,  Tobacco,  &c.  Gambling  we  referred  to  in  a 
former  "Talk.'7  Horse-racing  we  believe  to  be  of  the  Flesh, 
if  not  of  the  Devil.  Certainly  it  keeps  some  from  Christ. 
It's  not  only  wrong  in  itself,  but  all  its  concomitants  are 
evil.  The  fact  is  that  rum  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  most  of 
it.  It  brings  a  crowd  together  under  circumstances  that 
conduce  to  excessive  drinking.  It's  a  notorious  fact  that 
liquor-sellers  generally  supply  most  of  the  prizes.    Why  ? 

Perhaps  I  should  distinguish  between  "  horse-racing  " 
and  "  trials-  of -speed."  A  minister  friend  of  mine  was 
induced  to  attend  the  latter,  as  it  was  "  merely  to  improve 
the  stock  (?)  you  know."  To  his  disgust  it  proved  to  be 
nothing  more  or  less  than  an  old-fashioned  horse-race  under 
a  very  innocent  title.  The  fact  is  that  our  so-called  exhi- 
bitions are  becoming  little  less  than  subterfuges  for  horse- 
racing  and  circus  performances. 

Dancing  is  of  the  Flesh  and  the  Devil  as  sure  as  man 
has  a  body.  The  modern  dance  has  no  sanction  in  the 
Scriptures,  as  there,  besides  many  other  differences,  the 
sexes  did  not  dance  together.  When  the  modern  dance 
commenced,  Satan  "drew  it  mild."  The  dancers  walked 
past  each  other  in  quadrilles,  etc.  But  that  would  not  suit 
his  purposes.  He  must  get  the  polka-quadrille,  the  galop, 
and  the  waltz.  And  now  he  has  the  Boston  and  the 
German  figures,  so  obscene  and  disgusting  that  they  are  not 
fit  to  be  publically  described.  One  fact  it  seems  to  me  is 
enough  to  settle  the  dance  question  for  any  thoughtful 
person.  It  is  that  about  70%  of  fallen  women  date  the 
beginning  of  their  ruin  to  dancing.  Yet  some  who  call 
themselves  Christains  patronize  the  modern  dance. 
4 
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Theatre-going  is  generally  counted  more  respectable 
than  dancing.  Judging  from  the  placards  often  posted  in 
public  places  they  are  near  relatives.  Indeed,  if  what  is 
placed  on  "  the  boards  "  is  one  half  as  bad  as  what  is  put  on 
"the  bills"  the  modern  theatre  must  be  bad  enough.  But 
you  exclaim,  "  I  only  patronize  Shakespeare."  So  a  young 
man  said  to  me  recently  in  one  of  our  cities.  At  the  time 
two  theatres  were  crowded  every  night  (so  the  papers  said) 
beholding  "  popular "  plays.  The  following  week  one  of 
the  theatres  produced  "  Shakespeare."  A  leading  paper 
described  the  play,  eulogizing  particularly  the  "  star  "  who 
took  the  principal  role.  After  telling  how  well  he  brought  out 
the  thought  and  impersonated  the  character,  it  concluded  by 
saying,  --"  The  only  thing  wrong  was  that  he  played  to  empty 
benches"  "  High-toned  plays"  sounds  well  but  do  not 
succeed  well. 

In  Mark  vii.,  21,  Christ  gives  a  supplementary  list  of 
sins  of  the  flesh.  He  says, — "  For  from  within  out  of  the 
heart  of  men  proceed  Evil  thoughts,  Adulteries,  Fornications, 
Murders,  Thefts,  Covetousness,  Wickedness,  Deceit,  Las- 
civiousness,  An  Evil  Eye,  Blasphemy,  Pride,  Foolishness." 
Taking  the  last  four  we  have  First  :  "  An  Evil  Eye ."  How 
common  this  is  !  Job  said  he  made  a  covenant  with  his 
eyes.  How  few  men  do  this.  They  love  to  look  at  vile 
pictures  or  anything  that  produces  evil  imaginations.  This 
is  why  the  play  with  the  most  nudity  is  always  the  most 
popular  with  theatre-going  men.  Men  love  also  to  stand  at 
street  corners  and  gaze  with  an  evil  eye. 

Second:  "Blasphemy"  This  is  both  a  silly  and  a 
sinful  habit.  How  silly  it  is  may  be  illustrated  by  an  incident 
which  my  friend  liev.  Mr.  Crossley  relates, — "  On  an  ocean 
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voyage,  many  were  seated  in  the  cabin  narrating  and  hearing 
anecdotes  to  pass  away  the  evening.  The  captain,  first 
mate  and  others  had  told  their  stories  with  many  an  oath. 

"  Now,  Mr.  B*  ,"  said  the  captain,  "  We  want  to  hear 

your  story."  He  began  as  follows:  "  Tobacco,  pipes  and 
wine  !  On  one  of  the  tobacco,  pipes  and  wine  coasts  of 
tobacco,  pipes  and  wine  England,  there  were  tobacco,  pipes 
and  wine  men,  called  tobacco,  pipes  and  wine  wreckers, 
whose  tobacco,  pipes  and  wine  business  was  to  raise  tobacco, 

pipes  and  wine  lights  upon  the  " 

Here  the  captain  interjected  with  an  oath,  "What  have 
tobacco,  pipes  and  wine  to  do  with  your  story  V  Mr. 

B  replied,  "  ^Nothing  at  all."    The  captain  with  another 

oath,  said,  "  Why  —  use  such  words  then  V    Mr.  B  

answered,  "  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  a  choice  of  words. 
Tobacco,  pipes  ami  wine  have  as  much  to  do  with  my  story 
as  the  words  Jesus  Christ,  God,  hell  and  damnation,  have  to 
do  with  the  other  stoiies  told;  both  are  alike  superfluous, 
but  my  story  might  seem  bald  if  I  did  not  use  some  extra 
words." 

How  sinful  it  is  may  be  shown  by  contrasting  it  with 
other  sins.  For  example  a  man  steals  to  gain  property  ;  he 
lies  to  escape  punishment ;  he  breaks  other  commandments 
to  obtain  pleasure  ;  but  swearing  seems  to  serve  no  purpose 
except  to  spite  God — "  Thy  enemies  take  thy  name  in  vain," 
says  the  Psalmist.  Certainly  no  sin  shows  more  plainly 
that  "  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God."  James  tells 
us,  "Above  all  things  swear  not  at  all." 

Third  :  "  Pride"  Men  are  proud  of  their  appearance, 
of  their  pedigree,  of  their  positions  and  even  of  their  piety. 
One  expresses  it,  "  Face  pride,  Race  pride,  Place  pride,  and 
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Grace  pride."  Pride  may  not  seem  wicked,  but  God 
mentions  it  as  specially  displeasing  to  Him,  for  the  Bible 
says,  "God  resisteth  the  proud,"  and  "  resisteth  "  is  literally 
"To  draw  up  in  battle  array  against,"  or  as  one  renders  it, 
"  Singles  him  out  and  rights  against  him."  The  proud  man 
is  a  marked  man.  In  Prov.  vi.  God  says,  "  These  six  things 
doth  the  Lord  hate,  yea,  seven  are  an  abomination  unto 
him,"  and  the  first  thing  is  "  A  proud  look." 

Fourth  :  "  Foolishness"  Paul  also  names  this  in  con- 
nection with  sins  of  the  flesh,  for  he  says,  "  Neither 
filthiness,  nor  foolish  talking,  nor  jesting."  These  are  very 
common.  Some  men  are  constantly  punning,  joking,  and 
turning  everything  into  ridicule.  A  man  once  said  to  me, 
"  I  don't  drink,  nor  swear,  nor  commit  bad  deeds  of  any 
kind,  my  great  weakness  is  fooling" 

The  above  with  other  "such  likes"  make  quite  a 
garrison  of  enemies,  And  we  are  no  more  able  to  overcome 
them  single-handed  than  David  was  to  conquer  the  Philis- 
tines. If  left  to  ourselves  we  may  long  for  "The  Water  of 
Life  "  all  our  lives,  but  never  can  we  break  through  the 
awful  phalanx  of  enemies  encamped  between  us  and 
Christ. 

III.  Welcome  Help.  "  And  the  three  (mightiest) 
brake  through  the  host  of  the  Philistines  and  drew  water  out 
of  the  well  of  Bethlehem  and  brought  it  to  David."  God's 
three  mighty  ones  are  His  Love,  His  Wisdom,  His  Power. 
The  first  decreed  our  salvation,  the  second  devised  it,  the 
third  executed  it.  They  are  all  manifested  in  Christ,  "  who 
of  God  is  made  unto  us"  all  these  things.  Christ  is  "The 
Mighty  to  Save,"  and  even  if  our  enemies  were  more 
numerous  and  powerful,  He  could  give  us  victory. 
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Paul  writing  to  the  Corinthians  says,  "  Know  ye  not 
that  the  unrighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  Kingdom  of 
God  V  Be  not  deceived  :  neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters, 
nor  adi  lterers,  nor  effeminate  (literally  the  sin  of  self-abuse), 
nor  abusers  of  themselves  with  mankind,  nor  thieves,  nor 
covetous,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners  shall 
inherit  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  SUCH  WERE  SOME  OF 
YOU,  but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye  are 
justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  and  by  the  Spirit  of 
our  God,"  (1  Cor.  vi.,  9-11.)  What  encouragement  for  any 
who  are  under  the  power  of  "  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the 
devil ; "  for  those  who  are  addicted  to  any  evil  habits  ;  "  Such 
were  some  of  you"  says  Paul.  JSTo  sensualist  then  need 
despair.  Christ  who  saved  Corinthians  can  save  Canadians. 
How  He  saves  we  wish  now  to  show  you.  Here  it  is  said 
to  he  in  His  name  and  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Name 
represents  authority,  influence,  relationship,  nature,  and 
frequently  in  the  Bible  it  means  the  person  himself.  This 
last  is  all  that  is  required  here  :  it  means  that  the  salvation 
which  Christ  purchased  for  sinners,  the  Holy  Spirit  applies 
to  them. 

1st.  Bg  giving  them  a  new  life.  This  life  is  received 
in  regeneration  and  is  a  "  mighty  one  "  to  bring  us  help.  It 
acts  like  the  new  life  that  a  tree  receives  in  spring-time.  In 
the  autumn  the  leaves  of  some  trees,  instead  of  falling  off 
still  cling  to  them.  The  wind  blows  and  the  snow  falls,  but 
the  leaves  remain  clinging  tenaciously  all  winter.  Then  the 
warmth  of  spring  comes,  the  sap  begins  to  flow  into  the 
branches  and  buds,  a  new  life  is  introduced,  and  off  go  all 
the  old  leaves.  So  for  months  and  even  years  many  struggle 
with  evil  habits.    They  make  good  resolutions,  they  attempt 
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all  kinds  of  good  works,  but  cannot  shake  off  the  sins  which 
cling  to  them.  Then  the  "Sun  of  Righteousness"  arises 
upon  them,  a  new  life  is  implanted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
off  go  the  old  sins.  Now  brother,  what  you  need  is  this 
new  life.  You  may  work  away  for  years  but  will  not  over- 
come all  your  sins.  As  you  subdue  one,  another  will 
quickly  appear.  What  you  require  then  is  not  to  work 
harder  to  cleanse  away  individual  sins,  but  to  get  a  power 
within  you  that  will  overcome  all  your  sins. 

2nd.  Christ  saves  us  by  bringing  us  into  a  new 
relationship.  Now  that  we  are  "born  again"  we  are 
"children  of  God,"  and  "Christ  is  not  ashamed  to  call  us 
brethren."  "  Since  we  are  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood,  He 
also  in  like  manner  partook  of  the  same."  Indeed,  "  It 
behoved  Him  in  all  things  to  be  made  like  unto  His 
brethren,"  so  that  "  in  that  He  Himself  hath  suffered,  being 
tempted,  He  is  able  to  succor  them  that  are  tempted." 

Did  you  ever  hear  a  little  fellow  say  when  attacked  by  a 
bigger  boy  than  himself?  "Just  wait  till  I  get  my  big 
brother  and  he  will  soon  fix  you."  Thank  God  we  have  a 
great  Elder  Brother  upon  whom  we  can  call  when  attacked 
by  our  enemies.  "  Seeing  then  that  we  have  such  a  great 
High  Priest  who  can  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our 
infirmities,  yea,  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are, 
yet  without  sin,  let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne 
of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy  and  find  grace  to  help 
in  time  of  need." 

We  have  sometimes  heard  concerning  a  man  addicted  to 
some  evil  habit  that  Mr.  So-and-So  has  taken  hold  of  him 
and  is  going  to  try  and  help  him.  We  are  told  of  Christ, 
"  Verily  not  of  angels  doth  He  take  hold,  but  He  taketh 


A  WELL  — A  WAR  —  WELCOME  HELP. 


79 


hold  of  the  seed  of  Abraham."  If  Christ  takes  hold  of  us 
surely  He  can  give  us  victory  over  all  our  sins. 

3rd.  Christ  saves  us  by  giving  us  His  Spirit.  Because 
we  are  children  God  hath  sent  His  Spirit  into  our  hearts. 
We  are  told,  "  Walk  in  the  Spirit  and  ye  shall  not  fulfil  the 
lusts  of  the  flesh.  For  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit 
and  the  Spirit  against  the  flesh,  for  these  are  contrary  the  one 
to  the  other  that  ye  may  not  do  the  things  that  ye  would" 
Here  then  is  another  "  mighty  one  "  to  bring  us  welcome 
help. 

A  steamer  from  'Buffalo,  with  an  excursion  party  on 
board,  went  to  visit  Niagara  Falls.  They  ran  down  to  Chip- 
pewa Creek  on  the  Canadian  side,  which  is  as  near  as  you 
can  go  with  safety.  After  enjoying  themselves  all  day  the 
party  went  on  board  the  steamer,  and  pushing  out  into  the 
stream  she  headed  for  Buffalo.  Imagine  the  excitement  and 
consternation  when  instead  of  going  up  the  stream  they 
began  drifting  towards  the  Falls.  The  engineer  had  not 
been  careful  about  the  steam,  and  she  had  not  power  to 
overcome  the  current.  There  they  were,  slowly  but  surely 
being  drawn  towards  the  awful  abyss.  The  stoker  worked  at 
the  furnace  and  made  every  effort  to  increase  the  head  of 
steam,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  passengers  could  notice 
that  the  steamer  was  not  holding  her  own,  but  was  drifting 
towards  death.  Suddenly  the  engineer  thought  of  a  largercan 
of  lubricating  oil.  Snatching  it  he  poured  it  in  the  fire.  The 
terrified  party  watched  the  result  with  breathless  interest. 
The  heat  is  intensified,  the  pressure  of  steam  is  increased. 
Faster  and  faster  fly  the  wheels,  greater  and  greater  becomes 
the  power,  the  steamer  creaks  and  trembles.  They  notice 
with  intense  emotion  that  she  is  commencing  to  hold  her 
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own.  Now  they  think  she  is  gaining  a  little.  Finally  with 
outbursts  of  gratitude  they  notice  she  is  making  headway 
towards  Buffalo,  and  they  are  saved.  Did  you  ever  have  an 
experience  like  this  ?  Did  you  ever  feel  the  awful  power  of 
the  flesh  as  in  various  forms  it  exerted  its  power  and 
dragged  3011  in  its  relentless  current  towards  the  abyss  of 
death  ?  Did  you  ever  feel  yourself  being  overcome  and 
rapidly  drifting  to  an  awful  doom  1  Have  you  ever  felt 
compelled  to  drop  on  your  knees  and  cry  ?  "  Oh  for  increased 
power  !  Oh  for  some  more  heavenly  fire  !  Oh  for  deliver- 
ance from  this  fearful  struggle  !"  God  answered  your 
prayer.  He  gave  you  more  of  His  Holy  Spirit  in  your 
heart,  so  that  you  did  not  do  the  thing  that  you  would. 
God's  u  mighty  one  "  brought  you  salvation. 

4th.  The  profession  a  man  makes  helj)s  to  save  him. 
Paul  appeals  to  "  Every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ, 
to  depart  from  iniquity."  Surely  if  we  call  ourselves  Chris- 
tians or  Christ's-ones,  it  will  prove  an  incentive  to  live 
worthy  of  that  name.  A  story  is  told  of  a  poor  fellow  who 
tried  to  snatch  the  watch  of  a  lawyer  who  was  on  his  way  to 
his  office  in  New  York  City.  The  lawyer  caught  the 
would-be  thief  and  said,  "  What  do  you  mean,  sir  V  He 
answered,  "  I  thought  if  I  got  your  watch  I  could  sell  it, 
and  if  not  you  would  call  the  police  and  have  me  '  sent  up/ 
I'd  sooner  be  in  jail  than  out.  I  have  no  name  and  no 
nothing.  I'm  discouraged  and  would  sooner  be  '  sent  up/ 
Call  the  police  and  'send  me  up.'"  "  Come  here,"  said  the 
lawyer,  leading  the  way  to  a  restaurant,  where  ho  ordered 
breakfast  for  his  companion.  When  he  had  eaten  heartily, 
the  lawyer  said,  "  You  say  you  have  no  name?"  "  No,"  the 
man  replied,  "  I'm  just  out  of  prison  and  no  one  would  give 
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me  work.  I  have  no  name  and  no  nothing.  I'd  sooner  be 
dead  than  this  way.  I  wish  you  would  have  me  arrested 
and  sent  back  to  prison."  "  Now,"  said  the  lawyer,  "  you 
say  you  have  no  name.  I  have  a  name.  My  name  is  John 
Henderson,  and  I'm  going  to  give  it  to  you.  Remember 
then,  that  from  this  time  your  name  is  John  Henderson. 
I'll  get  you  work  and  you  will  have  another  chance  to  make 
a  man  of  yourself."  The  lawyer  went  to  a  friend  of  his  who 
had  a  factory  outside  of  the  city  and  got  his  namesake 
employment.  In  the  rush  of  business  the  matter  soon 
passed  out  of  his  mind.  A  few  years  afterwards  a  man  came 
to  his  office  and  sent  in  his  card  which  read,  "  John 
Henderson."  The  lawyer  did  not  recognize  him,  and  when 
told  that  he  was  the  man  who  tried  to  snatch  his  watch 
some  years  before,  he  was  greatly  surprised  and  asked  for  an 
explanation.  The  visitor  said,  "  You  remember  how  you 
got  me  a  position  with  your  friend  in  his  factory.  Well,  at 
first  I  was  greatly  tempted  to  go  back  to  my  old  ways,  and 
nothing  hindered  me  but  the  name  you  gave  me.  Something 
would  say,  £  Go  and  have  a  drink.'  I'd  answer,  '  but  John 
Henderson  does  not  drink.'  Then  it  would  say,  '  Go  into 
the  old  company  or  back  to  some  of  the  old  sins.'  I'd 
reply,  4  John  Henderson  does  not  do  these  things,  and  I'm 
John  Henderson.'  Thus  I  was  enabled  to  resist  many 
temptations  and  overcome  many  evil  habits.  Then  I  com- 
menced to  think  what  made  you  so  good  and  kind.  I  found 
it  was  because  you  read  the  Bible  and  went  to  Church,  and 
I  determined  to  do  these  things  too.  Not  to  weary  you 
let  me  say  that  your  name  was  such  a  blessing  to  me  that  I 
got  on  from  one  position  of  trust  to  another,  and  lately  I 
have  been  taken  into  the  firm,  and  I've  come  to-day  to  thank 
you  for  what  you  did  for  me  when  you  gave  me  your  name." 
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Oh  men,  if  taking  the  name  of  an  earthly  one  would  s 
influence  a  man,  how  much  more  should  we  he  influenced 
who  have  taken  upon  us  "  The  Name  which  is  above  every 
name!"  His  Name  was  to  be  called  JESUS,  because  Pie 
would  save  His  people  from  their  sins. 

5th.  Christ  saves  us  bg  the  means  of  grace.  That  is  by 
the  study  of  God's  Word,  by  Prayer,  by  attendance  at  the 
Sanctuary,  by  the  use  of  the  Sacraments,  and  by  His  provi- 
dences and  by  our  practical  effort  in  His  cause.  How  each  of 
these  act  and  react  on  our  spiritual  condition  I  do  not  linger 
to  describe,  but  I  assure  you  they  are  among  God's  "  mighty 
ones  "  to  bring  us  salvation. 

6th.  Christ  saves  us  by  the  society  into  which  He 
introduces  us.  "  A  man  gets  like  the  company  he  keeps." 
Who  then  can  take  a  walk  with  Noah  or  Enoch  without 
wishing  like  them  to  "Walk  with  God1?"  How  can  a  young 
man  meet  in  meditation  with  Joseph  or  Daniel,  without 
desiring  like  them  to  resist  all  temptations  to  indulge  the 
flesh  and  to  be  both  pure  and  temperate'?  Who  can  spend 
an  hour  in  study  with  Peter  or  Paul,  or  James,  or  John, 
without  catching  some  of  their  spirit  arid  feeling  stronger  for 
life's  battles  and  trials'?  But  above  all,  who  can  become 
acquainted  with  Christ  himself  and  be  in  His  blessed  com- 
pany without  being  more  or  less  "  changed  into  the  same 
image?"  He  left  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow  His 
steps,  and  when  He  lives  in  our  hearts  by  faith  it  becomes 
easy  to  copy  Him  in  our  lives. 

While  a  Cathedral  was  building  in  Germany,  upon 
which  a  great  number  of  men  were  employed,  one  day  an 
old  man  came  along  and  asked  for  work.  At  first  he  was 
absolutely  refused,  but  he  plead  so  earnestly  that  the  fore- 
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man  gave  him  a  place  to  finish  away  up  in  an  unimportant 
part  of  the  ceiling,  where  the  sun  only  shone  a  few  hours 
each  day.  The  old  man  went  to  work,  and  as  he  came  down 
the  ladder  each  night  it  was  noticed  that  he  became  more 
and  more  feeble.  One  night  he  failed  to  descend,  and  going 
up  to  search  for  him  he  was  found  dead,  lying  with  his  head 
on  his  hand  as  if  gazing  up  on  the  work  which  he  had  just 
finished.  The  beholders  were  surprized  and  amazed  at  the 
picture  on  the  ceiling,  it  was  so  beautiful,  so  almost  perfect. 
Then  one  of  the  men  who  knew7  his  history  recognized  it  as 
the  likeness  of  his  young  wife  who  died  shortly  after  their 
marriage,  long  years  before.  He  had  carried  her  about  in 
his  heart  all  these  years,  and  the  picture  on  the  ceiling  was 
only  a  reproduction  of  the  image  on  his  heart.  Yes,  men, 
Christ  gave  us  Himself  as  our  ideal,  and  by  meditating  on 
Him  as  He  dwells  in  our  hearts,  "The  life  also  of  Jesus  is 
made  manifest  in  our  mortal  flesh." 

It's  difficult  for  the  man  who  accustoms  himself  "  look- 
ing unto  Jesus  "  to  turn  his  gaze  upon  anything  unclean  or 
sinful.  Dannecker,  the  German  sculptor,  worked  eight 
years  on  a  face  of  Christ,  and  at  last  produced  one  so  perfect 
that  beholders  wept  as  they  looked  upon  it.  After  this  he- 
was  asked  to  employ  his  skill  on  a  statue  of  Venus.  He 
replied,  "After  gazing  so  long  into  the  face  of  Christ,  think 
you  that  I  can  now  turn  my  attention  to  a  heathen 
goddess  V7 

7th.  Christ  saves  us  from  our  sins  by  giving  us  some- 
thing better  to  live  for.  This  operates  on  the  principle  that 
two  things  cannot  occupy  the  same  space  at  the  same  time. 
As  shown  in  a  former  "  Talk,"  Christ  does  not  ask  us  to 
reject  everything  and  receive  nothing.    When  we  give  up 
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all  to  Him,  He  immediately  hands  us  back  all  that  was  good 
and  best  in  our  former  life  and  gives  us  in  addition  many 
things  better  than  we  formerly  possessed. 

A  man  was  hard  at  work  sweeping  a  crossing  in  a 
Foreign  City,  when  a  lawyer  from  America  stepped  up  to 

him  and  asked,  "  Is  your  name  J  S  V    "  Yes,"  he 

replied.     "  Did  you  ever  live  in  such  a  State  and  work  with 

Mr.  P  V  continued  the  lawyer.    "  Yes,"  the  man  again 

answered.  "Well,"  went  on  the  lawyer,  "a  fortune  of 
$40,000  lias  been  left  you  and  I  have  come  all  the  way 
across  the  ocean  to  find  you."  At  first  the  poor  crossing- 
sweeper  was  sceptical,  but  as  the  lawyer  proceeded  to  pro- 
duce proof  he  became  convinced  that  the  fortune  was  really 
his,  and  grasping  his  broom  he  threw  it  as  far  as  he  could, 
exclaiming,  "  Fll  never  sweep  another  crossing  /"  It's 
natural  to  give  up  good  for  better;  how  much  more  bad  for 
best  ]  lt\s  not  difficult  to  give  up  dirt  for  diamonds.  It 
should  not  be  hard  to  separate  from  sin  for  the  Saviour. 

In  conclusion,  when  we  come  to  Christ  He  gives  us  new 
mi  dives,  and  these  prove  "  mighty  ones  "  to  deliver.  The 
motives  are  many,  but  the  mightiest  we  think  is  grati- 
tude. 

When  David  thought  of  what  these  "mighty  ones  r 
risked  to  save  his  life,  he  felt  so  grateful  that  the  sequel  tells 
us  he  would  not  drink  the  water  they  brought,  but  poured  it 
out  to  God.  And  when  we  think  all  that  Christ  sacrificed 
and  suffered  to  procure  for  us  "  The  Water  of  Life,"  surely 
we  feel  gratitude  arising  in  our  hearts  strong  enough  to 
restrain  us  from  all  that  would  grieve  or  insult  Him,  and 
powerful  enough  to  greatly  assist  us  in  overcoming  all  His 
and  our  enemies. 
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Before  I  sit  down  let  me  say  that  I  think  too,  that  this 
is  the  strongest  motive  that  can  be  urged  upon  a  sinner  to 
decide  for  Christ.  Gratitude  is  so  natural  to  man  that  when 
a  person  is  basely  ungrateful  they  are  generally  despised. 
Yet  how  ungrateful  a  thing  it  is  to  reject  Christ  and  His 
Salvation. 

I  trust  that  no  one  to-day  will  be  guilty  of  such  base 
ingratitude,  but  that  here  and  now  all  will  accept  Christ,  and 
henceforth  enjoy  the  benefits  and  blessings  of  His  "  Great 
Salvation  !"  Amen. 


WHY  FOUR  MEN  DECIDED  AGAINST 
CHRIST. 


flHAT  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus  which  is  called 
M  VV  Christ  T—  Math,  xxvii.,  22.  The  Jews  having 
]  '  condemned  Christ,  (Math.,  xxvi.,  66),  brought  him 
to  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor,  that  they  might  get  his  con- 
sent to  Christ's  death,  (Jno.  xviii.,  28;  Luke  xxiii.,  1.) 
The  moment  Pilate  saw  Christ,  it  seems  that  he  determined 
not  to  condemn  him.  He  went  right  out  to  the  Jews  and 
said,  "What  accusation  bring  ye  against  this  man?" — (Jno. 
xviii.,  29.)  Instead  of  formulating  charges  they  evaded  a 
direct  reply  (Jno.  xviii.,  30),  which  seems  to  have  strength- 
ened Pilate's  conviction  not  to  condemn  Christ,  for  after 
going  in  and  having  a  conversation  with  him,  "  He  went  out 
again  unto  the  Jews  and  saith  unto  them,  I  find  in  him  no 
fault  at  all." — Jno.  xviii.,  38.)  "  Then  they  were  the  more 
fierce  saying  he  stirreth  up  the  people  teaching  throughout 
all  Jewry,  beginning  from  Galilee  to  this  place.  When 
Pilate  heard  of  Galilee  he  asked  whither  the  man  were  a 
Galilean,  and  as  soon  as  he  knew  that  he  belonged  to  Herod's 
jurisdiction  he  sent  him  to  Herod  who  himself  also  was  at 
Jerusalem  at  this  time." — (Lk.  xxiii.,  5-7.)  We  can  imagine 
Pilate  chuckling  to  himself  and  saying,  "  That  seemed  like 
a  bad  business.  I  was  afraid  I'd  have  to  condemn  him. 
I'm  so  thankful  I'm  out  of  it,  and  especially  that  I've  sent 
him  to  Herod.  He  will  take  it  as  a  mark  of  respect  and 
good-will  which  may  lead  to  reconciliation  between  us,  (Lk. 
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xxiii.,  12.)  When  Herod  had  questioned  Jesus,  "  He  set 
him  at  naught  and  mocked  him,  and  arrayed  him  in  a 
gorgeous  robe  and  sent  him  again  to  Pilate." — Lk.  xxiii  , 
8-11.)  Ha!  ha!  Jesus  is  once  more  before  Pilate.  It's 
not  so  easy  to  get  rid  of  the  question,  "  What  shall  I  do  with 
Jesus?"  Pilate  had  been  congratulating  himself  on  his 
escape  from  it,  but  here  is  Christ  again  awaiting  his 
decision.  Then  another  way  out  of  the  difficulty  suggested 
itself  to  him.  There  was  in  custody  at  this  time  "  A  notable 
prisoner,"  (Math,  xxvii.,  16,)  "  A  robber,"  (Jno.  xviii.,  40,) 
and  the  leader  of  an  insurrection,  and  a  murderer,  (Marke 
xv.?  7.)  Pilate  said  to  himself,  "Here  is  a  man  who  has 
destroyed  their  property  and  killed  their  friends.  This 
Christ  has  feed  the  hungry,  cured  the  sick,  and  done  them 
other  deeds  of  kindne.  s.  Pll  give  them  a  choice  between 
these  two." 

Then  speaking  to  the  Jews  he  said,  "  Ye  have  a  custom 
that  I  should  release  unto  you  one  at  the  passover  (Jno. 
xviii.,  39,)  which  will  ye  that  I  release  unto  you,  Barabbas  or 
Jesus,  whom  is  called  Christ?" — (Math,  xxvii.,  17.)  To  his 
great  astonishment  they  said  "  Barabbas/' — (v.  21.)  Then 
he  answered,  "  What  shall  I  do  then  with  Jesus,  which  is 
called  Christ  V  This  is  the  question  that  he  was  answering 
all  the  time.  He  made  as  we  have  seen  four  attempts  to 
avoid  it,  but  it  demands  an  answer.  Then  he  resorts  to  an 
awful  method  of  escape.  He  says  to  himself,  "  These  Jews 
are  excited.  There  is  no  use  appealing  to  their  reason. 
Besides  they  are  an  awfully  determined  people.  I  must 
appeal  to  their  emotions, — work  on  their  feelings."  Accord- 
ingly he  ordered  the  soldiers  and  they  took  Jesus  into  the 
common-hall,  and  gathered  unto  him  the  whole  band  of 
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soldiers,  (Math,  xxvii.,  27.  Here  they  scourged  him,  (Jno. 
xix.,  1.)  This  was  an  awful  ordeal.  The  person  to  be 
scourged  was  bound  to  a  low  pillar,  that  bending  over,  the 
blows  might  be  more  severe.  Then  the  leathern  thongs 
were  often  loaded  with  lead  and  iron,  so  that  they  would 
cut  through  the  flesh  even  to  the  bone.  Persons  often  died  at 
this  awful  pillar.  They  did  not  cease  their  indignities  when 
they  had  scourged  Christ,  but  "  the  soldiers  platted  a  crown 
of  thorns  and  put  it  on  his  head,  and  they  put  on  him  a 
purple  robe  and  said  Hail,  King  of  the  Jews!  and  they  smote 
him  with  their  hands.  Pilate  therefore  went  forth  again  and 
saith  unto  them,  behold  I  bring  him  forth  to  you,  that  ye  may 
know  that  I  find  no  fault  in  him.  Then  came  Jesus  forth 
wearing  the  crown  of  thorns  and  the  purple  robe."—  (Jno.  xix., 
2-5.)  What  a  spectacle  Christ  must  have  presented  !  The 
pale,  haggard  face,  and  emaciated  form  with  all  the  mock 
dress,  the  blood  dripping  from  it  upon  the  pavement.  Surely 
this  will  appease  their  wrath,  and  move  their  adamantine 
hearts  !  Hence  he  says,  pointing  to  Christ,  "  Ecce  Homo  !" 
"  Behold  the  man  !"  To  his  utter  amazement  they  cried  out, 
saying,  "crucify  him  !  crucify  him  !"  (v.  6.)  Again  Pilate 
declares,  "  I  find  no  fault  in  him."  To  this  the  Jews  reply, 
"  He  made  himself  the  Son  of  God."  "  When  Pilate  there- 
fore heard  that  saying,  he  was  the  more  afraid,"  (vs.  7-8.) 
This  fear  was  so  intensified  by  further  conversation  with 
Christ,  "  That  from  henceforth  Pilate  sought  to  release  him," 
(vs.  9-12.)  This  is  at  least  six  attempts  he  has  made  to 
avoid  deciding  against  Christ. 

The  Jews  then  determined  on  a  last  resort.  They  knew 
Pilate's  selfish  and  time-serving  spirit,  and  although  they 
hated  Ca3sar  worse  than  Satan,  to  gain  their  point  they  pro- 
fess allegiance  to  Cassar,  and  urge  that  if  it  comes  to  his  ears 
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that  Pilate  was  friendly  to  a  rival  ruler  the  consequence 
might  be  serious,  (Jno.  xix.,  12.)  This  decided  him.  He 
would  sooner  sacrifice  his  conscience  than  his  commission, 
and  so  after  all  the  stratagems  to  which  he  resorted,  and  all 
the  struggle  through  which  he  passed,  he  granted  that 
Christ  should  be  crucified.  He  then  washed  his  hands  in 
token  of  his  innocenoy,  as  if  water  could  wash  away  his  want 
of  faithfulness  to  his  honest  convictions.  We  believe  then 
that  the  reason  Pilate  rejected  Christ  was  that  he  was  not 
true  to  his  honest  convictions. 

Everything  conduced  to  deepen  his  first  convictions  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  condemning  Christ.  He  was  sharp 
enough  to  see  that  their  first  accusation,  viz.,  that  Christ  was 
a  malefactor  was  not  real,  for  why  then  prefer  Barrabas,  W7ho 
was  already  condemned  as  a  malefactor'?  When  they  changed 
the  charge  to  Christ's  antagonism  to  the  Roman  authority, 
he  knew  from  previous  dealings  with  them  that  it  was 
absurd  that  they  should  deem  this  criminal.  Then  there 
was  the  fact  that  Hercd,  who  from  his  position  as  Governor 
of  Galilee,  must  have  known  Christ's  history,  rather  treated 
him  with  ridicule  than  looked  upon  him  with  serious  con- 
sideration. The  message  from  his  wife  was  another  thing 
that  deepened  his  conviction  not  to  condemn  "  that  just 
man,"  (Math,  xxvii.,  19.)  And  if  anything  more  was 
required  it  came  when  he  heard  that  Jesus  claimed  to  be  the 
Son  of  God.  But  apart  from  all  conjecture  we  are  told  that 
he  knew  that  for  envy  the  Jews  had  delivered  him,  (Math, 
xxvii.,  18.)  Yet  he  had  not  the  courage  of  his  convictions, 
but  allowed  selfish  motives  to  influence,  yea,  to  control  his 
decision  as  to  what  he  would  do  with  Jesus.  How  many 
men  do  the  same'?  When  the  question,  "  What  shall  I  do 
with  Jesus  ?"  faces  them,  as  it  faces  every  man  in  civilized 
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countries,  instead  of  being  true  to  conviction  founded  upon 
history,  testimony,  education  and  revelation,  they  commence 
to  consult  expediency.  To  ease  their  consciences  and  to 
avoid  an  honest  decision  they  resort,  like  Pilate,  to  various 
methods.  But  there  is  no  escape  from  the  question.  Men 
may  devise  very  ingenious  and  seemingly  reasonable  strata- 
gems to  avoid  responsibility  and  escape  consequences,  but 
like  Pilate  they  will  ultimately  be  forced  to  give  definite 
judgment.  Alas  !  that  he  thought  more  of  the  governor- 
ship than  of  a  good  conscience  ;  that  he  thought  more  of 
place  than  of  peace. 

That  he  decided  by  compulsion  rather  than  from  convic- 
tion, is  seen  in  the  sequel.  He  was  vexed  at  the  Jews  for 
their  coercion  ;  annoyed  at  himself  for  his  compliance.  This 
is  seen  by  his  almost  angry  refusal  to  change  the  inscription 
over  the  cross  of  Christ,  (Jno.  xix.,  21-22);  by  his  readily 
granting  the  body  of  Jesus  to  Joseph  of  Arimathea,  rather 
than  consigning  it  to  the  Potter's  field  ;  and  by  his  sullen 
answer  to  the  request  of  the  Jews  that  the  sepulchre  should 
be  guarded,  (Math,  xxvii.,  65.)  The  man  who  violates  his 
conscience  feels  at  war  with  himself  and  everybody. 

As  to  the  future  of  Pilate  the  Bible  is  silent.  History 
informs  us  that  he  soon  met  with  political  disaster.  Tradition 
tells  us  that  he  sought  to  hide  his  sorrow  on  the  Mount  by 
the  Lake  of  Lucerne.  After  spending  years  in  its  recesses, 
in  remorse  and  despair  rather  than  in  penitence,  he  plunged 
into  the  dismal  lake  that  occupies  its  summit,  and  went  down 
to  a  suicide's  eternity. 

0  young  men  be  true  to  your  better  self  !  Do  not 
trifle  with  your  convictions  !  Yield  to  them  irrespective  of 
consequences,  and  here  and  now  decide  for  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ, 
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II.  We  have  already  seen  that  when  Jesus  came  before 
Herod  he  ridiculed  and  rejected  him,  (Lk.  xxiii.,  11.)  Why  ? 
Three  years  before  this  Herod  met  John  the  Baptist,  who 
seems  to  have  had  quite  an  influence  over  him.  We  are 
told,  "  Herod  feared  John,  knowing  that  he  was  a  just  man 
and  an  holy,  and  observed  him  ;  and  when  he  heard  him  he 
did  many  things  and  heard  him  gladly,"  (Mark  vi.,  20.) 
He  liked  to  hear  John  preach.  Indeed  it  did  him  good. 
He  would  say,  "  That's  right  John.  I  must  try  and  live 
better.  I  must  stop  swearing  and  gambling,  and  other  sins," 
and  "  He  did  many  things."  If  anyone  would  speak  against 
John,  he  would  answer  immediately,  "  You  leave  him  alone. 
I  wish  we  were  like  him  ;  "  for  we  read,  "  He  saved  him," 
that  is,  would  not  let  anyone  injure  him.  John  not  only 
told  Herod  some  of  his  sins,  but  boldly  told  him  all  his  sins, 
for  he  said,  "  It  is  not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy  brother's 
wife,"  (v.  18.)  This  annoyed  Herodias,  and  only  for 
Herod's  respect  for  John  she  would  have  killed  him,  (v. 
19.)  However,  she  knew  Herod's  weakness,  and  waiting 
till  she  got  him  carousing  at  a  birthday  party,  (v.  21), 
excited  with  wine  and  infatuated  with  the  dancing  of  his  step- 
daughter, she  managed  to  get  from  him  a  foolish  and  rash 
promise  which  ended  in  the  death  of  John  the  Baptist,  (vs. 
22-28.)  For  this  we  are  told  the  king  was  exceeding 
sorry,  but  wicked  company,  wine  and  women  overcame  his 
scruples.  With  all  his  admiration  for  a  good  man,  his 
appreciation  of  faithful  preaching,  and  his  good  resolutions 
and  partial  amendment  of  life,  he  was  a  sensualist.  And  this 
sin  so  environed  him  with  bad  associates,  and  led  him  into 
so  many  other  sins,  that  his  conscience  became  seared  ;  so 
that  when  Christ  came  before  him,  and  he  did  not  find  his 
curiosity  gratified,  (Lk,  xxiii,,  8),  he  was  prepared  to  insult 
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and  reject  Him.  It  was  Herod's  sin  then  that  made  him 
reject  Christ.  And  how  many  men  reject  him  for  the  same 
reason  ?  I'm  finding  more  and  more  that  this  is  a  frightfully 
common  cause  for  men  deciding  against  Christ.  Their 
hearts  are  hardened  and  their  judgments  biased  by  besetting 
sins.  I  remember  a  young  fellow  in  our  meetings  who  pre- 
tended to  be  sceptical.  He  certainly  had  infidel  arguments 
at  his  finger's  end.  I  got  a  minister  who  demolished  his 
objections.  Each  night  he  return  ed  replenished  with  diffi- 
culties, and  night  after  night  the  minister  would  answer 
them.  Finally  the  young  man  decide  d  for  Christ.  I 
remember  he  said  to  me,  "  0  Mr.  Meikle,  I've  been  on  the 
edge  of  a  precipice.  My  trouble  was  not  infidelity  but  sin. 
I'm  a  clerk  in  a  store,  and  I  was  in  with  a  lot  of  the  boys 
having  a  drink  and  a  dance  and  a  game  of  cards,  thus  living 
beyond  my  means.  And  I've  been  hooking  money  out  of  my 
master's  till,  but  thank  God  I've  confessed  it  and  stopped 
it,  and  I'm  saved."  This  young  man  made  restitution,  and 
is  to-day  a  godly  and  successful  minister.  Men  tell  us  there 
are  so  many  hypocrites  in  the  Church, — so  many  difficulties 
in  the  Bible, — that  they  cannot  be  Christians.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  these  are  subterfuges  not  to  say  lies.  The 
real  reason  is  they  are  living  in  sin  and  do  not  wish  to  give 
it  up.  It's  refreshing  to  meet  an  honest  sinner.  •  I  went  into 
an  office  sometime  ago  on  business.  When  it  was  settled, 
I  said  to  the  man,  "  I  see  you  in  the  meetings  quite  often." 
"  Yes,"  he  replied,  "  I  go  as  frequently  as  possible."  "You 
must  be  interested,"  I  continued,  "  when  you  come  so 
regularly  and  listen  so  attentively]"  "  Yes,  I  am,"  he  said. 
"  And  why  do  you  not  decide  for  Christ  ?"  I  asked.  "  Well, 
to  be  honest,"  he  answered,  "I'm  in  a  business  that  a  man 
has  to  cheat  in,  and  I  cannot  be  a  Christian."    We  argued 
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a  little  as  to  the  necessity  of  his  having  to  cheat  in  his  busi- 
ness, and  I  remember  saying  to  him  before  we  separated, 
"  Well,  the  Lord  bless  yon, —  you  are  honest  anyway. 
Instead  of  retailing  second-hand  objections  and  difficulties, 
you  tell  the  plain  truth  that  you  are  living  in  sin  and  are 
not  willing  to  give  it  up."  This  man  afterwards  professed 
to  be  converted.  Another  man  told  me  that  he  had  tried 
for  five  years  to  be  a  Christian  while  all  the  time  he  held  on 
to  a  known  sin.  One  day  he  went  into  a  forest  and  after  a 
severe  struggle  surrendered  this  sin,  and  the  way  he  expressed 
the  result  was,  "  When  I  had  done  this  it  was  as  easy  and 
natural  for  me  to  believe,  as  for  a  child  to  breathe." 

God  says,  "  Let  the  wucked  forsake  his  way,  and  the 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord  and  He  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  to  our  God  and  He 
will  abundantly  pardon."  This  many  are  unwilling  to  do. 
Hence,  like  Herod,  when  Jesus  comes  before  them  they  reject 
Him.    Is  this  why  you  reject  Him  ? 

III.  The  third  man  who  rejected  Christ  is  generally 
known  as  "The  rich  young  man."  Whatever  difficulty  there 
may  be  about  the  meaning  of  what  Christ  told  him  when  he 
said,  "  Go  thy  way,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast,  and  give  to 
the  poor,  and  come  follow  me,"  there  can  be  no  question 
about  the  fact  that  in  some  way  or  other  his  worldly  goods 
stood  between  him  and  Christ,  for  we  read,  "  He  was  sad  at 
that  saying,  and  went  away  grieved  for  he  had  great  pos- 
sessions." Luke  expresses  it,  "  He  was  very  rich."  It  was 
riches  then  that  made  this  man  reject  Christ.  This  does 
not  constitute  an  absolute  reason,  as  does  want  of  honesty 
to  conviction  or  indulging  some  known  sin.  Yet  it  is  such 
a  hindrance  that  Christ  said,  "It  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go 
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through  a  needle's  eye,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.7'  This  is  generally  explained  to  mean, 
that  just  as  it  would  he  difficult  for  a  camel  heavily  laden 
to  go  through  a  little  wicket  gate  (called  a  needle's  eye), 
without  being  unloaded  and  made  to  kneel ;  so  it  is  difficult 
for  the  wealthy  to  enter  the  "strait  gate,"  because  of  their 
load  of  riches  and  their  unwillingness  to  humble  themselves. 
The  word  rich  in  IIebrewr  means  heavy.  Truly  riches  are  a 
burden.    Someone  has  arranged  it  thus  : — 

There  is  the  burden  of  care  in  getting  them. 

There  is  the  burden  of  fear  in  keeping  them. 

There  is  the  burden  of  temptation  in  using  them. 

There  is  the  burden  of  guilt  in  abusing  them. 

There  is  the  burden  of  sorrow  in  losing  them. 

There  is  the  burden  of  account  at  last  concerning  them. 
This  makes  quite  a  load  with  which  to  enter  "the 
straight  gate  that  leads  to  life." 

Others  explain  Christ's  illustration  by  saying  that  the 
word  translated  camel  sometimes  mean  a  cable-rope.  This 
makes  it  appropriate  and  striking,  viz.,  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting a  large  cable  through  the  eye  of  a  needle.  Whatever 
the  true  figure  intended  the  meaning  is  plain  enough,  viz., 
the  great  difficulty  of  a  rich  man  being  saved.  Indeed,  as 
Christ  says,  it  is  only  because  that  with  God  all  things  are 
possible,  that  a  rich  man  can  be  saved.  Still  men  desire  to 
be  rich,  which  if  granted,  would  put  at  least  a  large  discount 
on  the  probability  of  their  salvation.  John  Wesley  has  the 
best  sermon  on  riches  that  I  know.  It  has  three  heads. 
First :  "  Make  all  you  can.'1  Of  course  this  means  make  it 
honestly,  etc.  Second:  "Save  all  you  can  ; "  that  is  be 
economical,  etc.  These  two  points  no  doubt  meet  with  general 
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approval,  and  do  not  require  much  exhortation.  As  for  the 
third  head,  I  fear  it  is  not  so  popular.  Make  all  you  can  ; 
save  all  you  can  :  Third  :  "  Give  all  you  can"  How  many 
do  this  ?  Yet  it  has  as  much  Scriptural  authority  as  the 
other  heads. 

But  my  object  is  not  to  preach  on  riches.  It  is  rather  to 
show  why  another  man  decided  against  Christ.  It  was 
because  of  his  riches.  And  how  many  still  do  the  same  ?  I 
heard  recently  of  a  person  worth  a  fortune  who  said,  speak- 
ing about  an  absent  son,  that  he  wrote  quite  ofien,  indeed 
almost  every  week.  It  was  nice  to  hear  so  often,  but  they 
could  not  help  thinking  that  every  letter  cost  three  cents. 
Here  was  riches  cooling  natural  affection  and  shutting  loved 
ones  out.  Yes  it  hardens  the  heart  like  all  other  sins  and 
prepares  the  person,  when  Christ  is  offered  to  shut  Him 
out.    Is  it  hardening  you  ?    Is  this  why  you  reject  Christ  ? 

IV.  The  fourth  case  is  really  more  applicable  to  our 
circumstances  than  the  other  three.  Christ  came  before 
those  personally.  In  this  case  He  came  as  He  does  to  you, 
through  the  preaching  of  one  of  His  servants.  "  Felix,"  we 
read,  "  heard  Paul  concerning  the  faith  in  Christ,  and  as 
Paul  reasoned  of  righteousness,"  that  is  living  right  with 
man  and  God  ;  "  and  of  temperance,"  that  is  the  proper 
control  of  all  the  appetites;  "and  of  judgment  to  come/' 
that  is  being  called  to  account  for  all  sins  ;  "  Felix  trembled 
and  said,  go  thy  way  for  this  time,  when  I  have  a  convenient 
season  I  will  call  for  thee,"  (Acts  xxiv.,  24-25.)  How  many 
since  have  trembled  under  similar  preaching  and  have  made 
a  similar  decision,  viz.,  to  put  it  off  till  a  convenient  season  ? 
Scores  are  untrue  to  their  convictions  ;  hundreds  are  hindered 
by  riches  \  thousands  live  in  known  sin  ;  but  millions  mean 
to  decide  for  Christ  sometime.    We  scarcely  ever  meet  any- 
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one  who  does  not.  We  do  meet  multitudes  to  whom,  like 
Felix,  the  "  convenient  season  "  never  comes.  How  can  it  1 
God  says,  "  Now  is  the  accepted  time.  Now  is  the  day 
of  Salvation."  The  Devil,  like  Pharoahsays,  "To-morrow." 
The  man  who  puts  off  his  salvation  believes  the  Devil,  and  is 
lost.  The  man  who  decides  at  once  believes  God,  and  is  saved. 

We  have  now  seen  how  four  men  decided  the  question, 
"  What  shall  I  do  with  Jesus  ?"  They  are  representative 
men.  They  saw  as  you  must,  that  there  are  only  two  things 
to  do  with  Jesus.  "  Christ  came  unto  His  own  and  His  own 
received  Him  not ; "  that  is  one  thing  to  do  with  Him. 
"  But  to  as  many  as  received  Him"  that  is  the  other  thing 
to  do  with  Him.  The  decision  is,  receive  Him  not;  or 
receive  Him.  .Reject  Him;  or  Accept  Him.  BEJECT ; 
or  ACCEPT.    What  will  your  answer  be  1 

O  what  will  you  do  with  Jesus  ? 

The  voice  comes  low  and  sweet, 
And  tenderly  He  bids  you, 

Your  burdens  lay  at  his  feet, 
O  soul  so  sad  and  weary, 

That  sweet  voice  speaks  to  thee  ; 
Then  what  will  you  do  with  Jesus? 

What  shall  your  answer  be  ? 

O  "  What  will  you  do  with  Jesus  ?" 

The  voice  comes  loud  and  clear, 
The  solemn  words  are  sounding 

In  every  listening  ear — 
Immortal  life's  in  the  question 

And  joy  through  eternity. 
Then  what  will  you  do  with  Jesus  ? 

What  shall  your  answer  be  ? 

O  think  of  the  King  of  Glory, 

From  earth  to  Heaven  came  down, 
His  life  so  pure  and  holy, 

Mis  dath,  His  Cross,  His  Crown, 
Of  His  evine  compassion, 

His  sacrifice  for  thee, 
Then  what  will  you  do  with  Jesus  ? 

What  will  your  answer  be  ? 


BANNERS. 


the  name  of  our  God  we  will  set  up  our  Banners." — 
Ps.  xx.  5.  "Thou  hast  given  a  Banner  to  them 
that  fear  Thee,  that  it  may  he  displayed  because  of 
the  truth."— Ps.  lx.,  4. 

Banners,  although  still  used  by  nations,  societies,  and 
business-firms,  were  more  common  and  important  in  by-gone 
days.  Especially  is  this  true  of  their  use  in  warfare.  In 
our  day  powder  and  shot  placing  long  distances  between 
armies,  and  making  so  much  smoke,  have  greatly  lessened 
the  influence  and  importance  of  the  Banner  in  battles. 
But  in  the  days  of  hand-to-hand  conflicts  the  "  Banner " 
played  a  conspicuous  part  and  the  Standard-Bearer  was  an 
important  officer.  He  was  chosen  because  of  his  bravery, — 
was  given  extra  pay, — was  presented  with  the  colours  before 
the  whole  regiment,  and  there  sworn  to  protect  them,  and, 
if  necessary,  to  wrap  himself  in  them  as  his  shroud. 

Possibly  the  Hebrew  ensign  was  a  figure  or  device  of 
some  kind  on  an  elevated  pole,  although  from  certain  pas- 
sages we  are  inclined  to  think  it  was  a  flag  or  banner. 
However  this  may  be,  we  under  the  New  Dispensation 
speak  of  the  "  Blood-stained  Banner"  and  sing  of  the 
11  Banner  of  the  Cross."  It  is  this  "  Banner"  we  wish  now 
to  "  display  "  for  a  number  of  things. 

First  :  As  a  Rallying- point  for  the  whole  world.  Thank 
God  the  Gentiles,  according  to  prophecy,  are  flocking  around 
the  "Standard  of  the  Cross."  (Is.  xlix.,  22.)  We  hear 
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the  tread  of  them  as  they  come  "  from  far,  and  lo  !  these 
from  the  north  and  from  the  west,  and  these  from  the  land 
of  Sinim  "  (China.) — Is.  xlix.,  12.  The  same  prophecies 
tell  us  that  the  Jews  also  are  going  to  rally  to  this  standard. 
One  says,  "  And  in  that  day  there  shall  be  a  root  of  Jesse 
which  shall  stand  for  an  Ensign  of  the  people ;  to  it  shall 
the  Gentiles  seek."  Then  it  continues,  "And  the  L >rd 
shall  set  His  hand  the  second  time  to  recover  the  remnant 
of  His  people  which  shall  be  left  from  Assyria,  and  from 
Egypt,  and  from  Pathros,  and  from  Gush,  and  from  Elani, 
and  from  Shinar,  and  from  Hamatli,  and  from  the  Islands 
of  the  Sea.  And  He  shall  set  up  an  Ensign  for  the  nations, 
and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel  and  the  dispersed 
of  Judah  from  the  four  corners  of  the  earth." — Is.  xi., 
10-13.  According  to  this  both  Jews  and  Gentiles  are 
ultimately  to  gather  as  one  around  the  "  Blood-stained 
Banner." 

Second,  I  display  this  Banner  for  War.  The  Christian 
life,  according  to  the  Bible  and  true  experience,  is  no  mere 
holiday  parade  or  sham-fight,  but  is  a  bold  battle  against  tierce 
and  formidable  foes.  It  is  raging  in  every  man's  heart.  It 
is  being  fought  in  every  home.  There  is  not  a  spot  on 
the  earth  where  its  din  is  not  heard,  where  its  ravages  are 
not  seen.  Every  one  here  feels  its  effects,  and  all  are  more 
or  less  interested  in  its  outcome.  The  leader  of  the  rebel 
and  opposing  forces  is  the  arch-fiend,  the  Devil — 
"  See  the  mighty  host  advancing, 
Satan  leading  on." 

He  is  a  commander  of  wonderful  lesonrces  and  cnnnin 
stratagems.  He  is  likened  in  the  Bible  to  a  "  roarin 
lion,"  and  it  speaks  of  his  "wiles,"  his  "snares,"  and  hi 
"  devices."    Some  sing  and  speak  lightly  of  him,  but  the 
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will  find  in  actual  conflict  that  he  is  a  powerful  and  wily 
foe.  Then  there  is  his  ally,  "  the  world."  Well  may  the 
poet  ask — 

"  Is  this  vile  world  a  friend  to  grace 
To  help  me  on  to  God  ?n 

No,  it  is  a  decided  and  determined  enemy  to  God  and  His 
people.  By  the  world,  here  we  do  not  mean  the  "  kosmos  " 
— the  beautiful  white  snow — the  bright  blue  sky — the  fair, 
fragrant  flowers  and  sweet  singing  songsters.  We  mean  the 
sinful  world, — the  pleasure-pursuing,  money-making,  fashion- 
finding  world  ; — the  dance-loving,  novel-reading,  theatre- 
going  world  ; — the  horse-racing,  card-playing,  whiskey- 
drinking  world.  We  mean  the  world  of  which  God's  word 
says  :  "  If  any  man  is  the  friend  of  the  world  he  is  the 
enemy  of  God."  It  also  exhorts  us,  "  Love  not  the  world 
neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world."  "If  any  man 
love  the  world  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him."  In 
another  place  it  tells  us:  "The  whole  world  lieth  in  (the 
embrace  or  power  of)  the  evil  one."  Then  perhaps  the 
wTorst  of  all  is  that  our  own  evil  heart  is  an  ally  of  Satan. 
"  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God."  "  The  heart  is 
deceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately  wicked."  Yes 
the  flesh  is  one  of  our  fiercest  foes.  Spelled  backwards  with 
the  breathing  h  left  off  it  is  S-e-l-f.  Every  true  soldier 
°f  Christ  finds  that  his  sinful  self  is  the  source  of  seme 
of  his  severest  struggles.  What  an  ally  then  Satan  has  in 
the  flesh,  his  friend  within  the  fort.  We  display  the 
Banner  then  for  war  against  "  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the 
flesh." 

Third,  we  display  it  for  Unity.  When  we  see  persons 
marching  under  a  banner  we  think  of  them  as  united. 
What  a  sad  thing  it  is  when  this  is  not  so.    What  a  serious 
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thing  it  sometimes  proves.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  an 
army.  If  instead  of  going  as  a  solid  phalanx  against  a 
common  foe,  they  turn  their  arms  against  each  other,  defeat 
is  almost  certain.  And  what  a  good  illustration  the  unity 
in  an  army  is  of  the  unity  that  should  exist  in  the  army 
of  the  Lord.  Although  divided  into  different  departments 
and  regiments,  with  different  duties  and  names,  yet  they 
have  the  highest  unity,  viz.,  unity  of  spirit.  So  should  it  be 
with  the  different  denominations,  or  as  we  might  say 
regiments,  which  constitute  the  Lord's  army.  Indeed  we 
believe  it  is  so  with  all  true  Christians. 

"  We  are  not  divided, 
All  one  body  we  ; 

One  in  hope  and  doctrine, 
One  in  Charity." 

What  a  power  the  Church  would  be  if  she  moved  in 
united  strength  against  the  enemy.  She  would  be  like  the 
army  of  Themistocles,  the  famous  Athenian  general,  during 
a  naval  battle.  At  sunrise  all  were  ready  to  advance  but 
no  order  was  given.  As  hour  after  hour  passed,  the 
soldiers  began  to  ask,  "  Is  he  going  to  fight  at  all  ?  "  "  Is  it 
possible  he  is  afraid  ?  "  But  Themistocles  knew  what  he  was 
doing.  About  nine  o'clock  each  forenoon  there  was  a  land 
breeze  in  that  region,  and  he  was  waiting  till  it  arose,  so 
that  instead  of  having  one-half  of  his  men  at  the  oars,  the 
wind  would  do  the  propelling,  and  he  could  have  all  his 
men  in  arms.  Oh  that  the  wind — the  Spirit — would  come 
upon  the  churches,  so  that  instead  of  having  divided  interests 
they  would  march  in  solid  strength  all  armed  against  opposing 
forces  ! 

I  believe  if  there  can  be  sorrow  in  Heaven,  that 
some  professing  Christians  will  be  sorry  for  the  way  they 
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speak  and  act  toward  other  denominations.  A  British  sailor 
says  that  the  saddest  thing  he  ever  saw  was,  during  a  war- 
campaign.  They  were  sailing  along  and  saw  as  they  thought 
an  enemy  in  the  offing.  They  opened  fire  upon  her,  which 
was  quickly  answered,  and  for  long  hours  in  the  darkness 
they  belched  forth  against  each  other  shell  and  shot,  till  not 
only  were  both  ships  badly  disabled,  but  the  decks  were  strewn 
with  the  dying  and  the  dead.  When  daylight  dawned  to  their 
dire  dismay  they  discerned  the  same  flag  displayed  on  each 
ship.  It  was  a  deception  caused  by  distance  and  darkness. 
They  were  friends  not  foes.  He  says  the  ships  saluted  each 
other  and  officers  and  men  wept  bitterly  over  their  sad 
mistake.  So  dear  friends,  will  it  be  when  those  who 
mistaking  each  other  for*  foes,  find  that  they  were  really 
friends,  fighting  under  the  same  Banner,  "  the  Royal 
Banner  of  King  Jesus." 

Fourth,  I  display  the  Banner  given  to  us,  not  only  as  a 
rallying  point,  not  only  for  War,  not  only  for  Unity,  but  for 
Peace.  It  is  a  flag  of  truce.  It  is  stained  with  the  "  blood 
that  speaketh  better  things  than  that  of  Abel."  It  spoke 
jealousy  and  hatred.  This  speaks  love  and  peace.  "  The 
peace-speaking  blood  of  Christ."  God  is  reconciled  to  man, 
and  every  one  who  comes  and  enlists  under  this  Banner  will 
be  reconciled  to  God.  Indeed  all  are  besought  to  come,  and 
under  the  flag  of  peace  be  at  "  Peace  with  God  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  0  sinner — rebel — ground  your  arms 
°f  rebellion  !  Be  reconciled  to  God,  and  enlist  under  the 
Banner  of  the  "  Prince  of  Peace  !  " 

Fifth. — We  display  it  for  Poicer.  A  Banner  represents 
all  the  strength  and  wealth  of  the  society  or  nation  to  which 
it  belongs.   When  one  looks  at  the  "  Union-Jack,"  and  thinks 
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of  all  that  is  behind  it,  he  is  fairly  astonished.  There  is 
all  the  military  and  naval  power  of  the  British  Army  and 
Navy  ;  all  the  genius  and  glory  of  the  British  nation  ;  all 
the  prestige  and  power  of  the  United  Empire.  But  think 
what  the  " Banner  of  the  Cross  "  represents.  All  the  wonder- 
ful resources  of  grace  and  glory,  possibility  and  power,  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  Yet  the  church  is  often  as  weak  as 
water,  when  she  should  be  as  strong  as  all  the  wealth  and 
strength  of  Heaven  can  make  her.  0  how  we  let  our  Banner 
draggle  in  the  dirt  when  we  should  carry  it  to  continuous 
conquest!  Instead  of  fearing  our  foes  we  should  be  to 
them  as  "  terrible  as  an  army  with  Banners." 

Sixth, — Closely  connected  with  this  last,  we  display  it 
again  for  Protection.  Every  British  subject  feels  proud  and 
safe  when  under  the  "  Union- Jack."  It  claims  protection 
wherever  displayed,  and  has  proved  the  means  of  salvation 
to  defenceless  Englishmen  all  the  world  over.  It  is  not  its 
intrinsic  worth  that  gives  it  its  value.  It  is  in  itself 
only  a  piece  of  flag-bunting,  with  a  certain  device  upon 
it.*  Its  protecting  power  is  derived  from  what  it  represents. 
So  when  we  speak  of  the  "  Blood-stained  Banner,"  we  must 
not  forget  with  whose  blood  it  is  stained.  Is  it  with  the 
blood  of  a  man  ?  Yes.  With  the  blood  of  a  mere  man  ? 
No,  he  was  the  God-man.  It  is  this  that  gives  the  value 
to  His  blood.  And  when  we  speak  of  blood  let  us  not  think 
as  many  evidently  do,  of  the  "  blood  of  the  shambles,"  as 
some  disdainfully  say.  At  Princeton  you  can  visit  a  house 
on  the  sight  of  the  famous  battle  of  that  name.  On  the 
floor  of  this  house  they  show  the  blood-stains  of  an  officer 


*  The  Union-Jack  is  a  combination  of  the  crosses  of  St.  George,  St.  Andrew, 
and  of  St.  Patrick  ;  these  three  crosses  being  the  national  banners  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  respectively. 
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who  was  carried  there  to  die.  What  does  one  think  of  as 
they  gaze  on  such  a  sight  1  It  suggests  not  only  thoughts 
of  suffering  and  death,  but  also  of  patriotism,  bravery  and 
self-sacrifice.  So  when  we  look  upon  the  Banner  stained 
by  the  blood  of  Christ,  we  think  not  only  of  His  agony  and 
death,  but  we  think  of  His  glory  before  He  left  heaven — 
Hia  humility  and  splf-sacrifice  in  coming  for  us — His  wisdom 
and  love  in  dying  for  us — His  power  and  majesty  in  rising 
again  from  the  dead.  It  represents  all  that  He  did  and  all 
that  He  is  to  us. 

Last  winter  I  saw  even  a  better  illustration  than  the 
above.  A  section-man  was  working  on  the  railway  near 
Truro,  when  he  saw  his  dear  little  child  walking  towards 
him  on  the  track,  and  not  far  away  a  train  coming  thundering 
on.  Quick  as  thought  he  dropped  his  tools  and  rushed  to 
rescue  his  child.  He  just  had  time  to  grasp  and  throw  it 
off  the  track,  when  the  train  struck  him  and  spilled  his 
life's  blood  on  the  white  snow  between  the  rails.  What  did 
this  blood  speak  ?  It  told  his  strength  and  sacrifice,  but 
above  all  his  love.  So  when  we  speak  of  having  the  folds 
of  the  "  Blood-stained  Banner,"  around  us,  we  mean  that  fur 
us  Christ  gave  His  life,  and  that  all  the  Wisdom,  Power  and 
Love  of  Heaven  are  here  represented.  Let  us  then  realize 
how  safe  we  are  who  surely  abide  beneath  its  protecting  folds. 

Seventh,  we  display  it  for  Victory.    Yes,  thank  God  ! 

11  The  strife  will  not  be  long, 
This  day  the  noise  of  Battle, 
The  next  the  victor's  song." 

Soldiers  of  Christ  we  are  on  the  conquering  side  !  I'm 

sure  of  this  1st,  because  we  have  the  best  armour.    I  wish 

I  had  time  to  describe  it  as  found  in  Eph.  vi.    What  a 

difference  the  armour  makes  !   What  chance  have  the  savage 

hordes  of  Africa  with  their  spears  and  bows  and  arrows 
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against  the  well-equipped  soldiers  of  Queen  Victoria  ?  So 
we  are  certain  of  victory  if  wo  "  put  on  the  whole  armour." 
which  God  has  provided  for  us.  2nd,  because  we  have  the 
best  cause.  We  have  the  right  cause,  and  "  Right  is 
might."  I  wish  you  so-called  moral  men  would  think  about 
this.  One  of  your  number  told  me  that  he  once  went  home 
from  a  meeting  and  taking  a  piece  of  paper  made  two 
columns,  headed  and  arranged  thus  : 


And  bad  people  of  all  kinds.    And  good  people  of  all  kinds. 

Looking  at  the  list  on  the  left  he  said,  "  And  this  is  the 
side  Fm  on.  This  is  the  crowd  I'm  with.  By  God's  grace  I'll 
go  over  to  the  other  side."  And  he  did.  Remember  men 
there  are  just  two  sides  and  Christ  said,  "  He  that  is  not 
for  me  is  against  me."  Are  you  for  him  ?  Are  you  known 
as  a  decided  Christian  1  If  not  by  God's  grace  come  over 
now  to  the  side  of  happy  homes  and  pure  hearts,  of  right- 
eousness and  peace,  of  temperance  and  purity,  of  love  and 
holiness.  Yea,  come  over  to  Christ's  side — the  conquering 
side. 

3rd,  Because  we  have  the  best  Leader.  "How  many 
did  you  count  me  ? "  said  the  General  to  his  officers  who 
despondingly  discussed  their  chances  of  victory  in  a  forthcom- 
ing battle.  So  I  see  Christ,  the  "  Captain  of  our  salvation," 
drawing  himself  up  at  the  head  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
Cross,  and  hear  Him  exclaiming,  "  How  many  do  you  count 
ME?"  "  A  standard  bearer  among  ten  thousand,"  [Marg. 
Cant.  v.  10.] 
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Murderers. 
Rumsellers. 
Gamblers. 


Ministers. 

Sabbath  School  teachers. 
Philanthropists. 
Temperance  workers. 
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Yes,  thank  God,  we  are  going  to  have  victory  !  At  times 
it  may  look  discouraging.  It  seems  as  if  sinners  were 
triumphing.  Wicked  men  and  wTicked  ways  seem  in  the 
ascendent.  Rum  and  Romanism,  intemperance  and  ignor- 
ance, seem  to  rule  the  world.  But  remember  God  rules  and 
reigns.    Christ  lives  and  leads,  and 

"  From  victory  unto  victory, 

His  army  He  shall  lead, 
Till  every  foe  is  conquered, 
And  Christ  is  Lord  indeed  !" 

Eighth,  we  throw  the  Banner  once  more  to  the  breeze  for 
courage  and  consecration. 

"  There's  a  royal  Banner, 
Given  for  display  ; 
To  the  soldiers  of  the  King." 

Yes,  it  is  given  to  us  not  to  put  in  our  trunks,  nor  out 
of  sight,  anywhere,  but  that  it  may  be  displayed.  How 
often  we  need  to  sing  and  pray  : 

"  Since  I  must  fight  if  I  would  win, 
Increase  my  courage.  Lord." 

We  are  inclined  to  be  moral  cowards.  What  are  we 
ashamed  of  ?  What  are  we  afraid  of  ]  Are  we  ashamed  of 
ourselves  ?  Well  we  may  be,  but  the  Banner  is  given  us  to 
display  "because  of  the  truth."  Surely  we  are  not  ashamed  of 
the  truth.  Christ  spoke  of  being  ashamed  of  Him,  or  of  His 
words.  "  You  should  be  ashamed  of  yourself,"  said  someone 
to  a  young  man,  who  stood  on  a  box  preaching  at  a  street 
corner.  "  I  am  ashamed  of  myself,"  he  replied,  "  but  I'm 
not  ashamed  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ."    That's  it  men  ! 

And  when  we  think  of  the  courage  and  consecration 
that  earthly  standard-bearers  have  shown,  it  stimulates  our 
zeal  and  increases  our  bravery.    At  the  battle  of  Look-out 
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Mountain  the  soldiers  carried  a  color-sergeant  from  the  front, 
and  as  they  came  down  the  mountain  meeting  the  ambu- 
lance corps  they  laid  him  tenderly  on  the  grass.  "  Where 
did  the  ball  strike  you  V  said  the  doctor,  as  he  bent  over 
the  wounded  and  dying  standard-bearer.  "  One  moment 
more  and  I'd  have  been  at  the  top,"  he  eagerly  answered. 
" 1  don't  n.ean  that,"  said  the  doctor,  "  I  mean  where  did  the 
bullet  strike  you  ?  "  "  One  more  step  and  I'd  have  been  at  the 
top,"  gasped  once  more  the  dying  hero.  He  was  thinking  more 
of  the  honor  of  his  flag  than  of  his  own  welfare  These  are 
the  kind  of  men  that  have  fought  and  died  for  home  and 
country.  All  honor  to  them  !  And  let  us,  the  standard- 
bearers  of  the  heavenly  King,  emulate  their  courage  ;  exhibit 
their  consecration.  To  us  our  King  has  entrusted  a  Banner, 
for  our  text  reads,  "  He  lias  given  a  Banner  to  them  that 
fear  him."  Are  we  displaying  it  or  are  we  letting  it  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  1 

After  the  battle  of  Sadovva,  in  which  the  late  Emperor 
Frederick  gained  his  first  laurels,  as  the  Prussian  ambulance- 
corps  went  over  the  battle  field,  they  saw  an  Austrian 
color-sergeant  lying  in  a  deep  wet  trensh.  They  went 
to  carry  him  to  the  hospital,  but  he  plead  with  them  so 
earnestly  to  be  left  where  he  was,  that  seeing  he  was 
dying  they  granted  his  request.  Returning  after  a  time, 
they  found  him  cold  and  quiet  in  death.  Lifting  him  up 
they  found  that  when  he  fell  he  had  taken  the  flag  of  his 
regiment  and  placing  it  under  him  he  lay  upon  it  to  protect 
it,  and  there  it  was  stained  and  wet  with  his  life's  blood. 
Tenderly  they  wrapped  him  in  it  as  his  shroud  and  buried 
him  as  a  hero.  O  men  for  some  of  this  courage  and  conse- 
cration in  fighting  for  and  protecting  the  colours  committed 
to  our  care  ! 


BANNERS. 
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1  have  no  time  left  to  display  the  Banner  for  hardship 
and  self-sacrifice. 

"  Must  we  be  carried  to  the  skies," 

On  flowery  beds  of  ease, 
While  others  bled  to  win  the  prize, 

And  sailed  through  bloody  seas  ?" 

Nor  yet  can  I  display  it  as  I  would  desire  for  distinction 
and  separation. 

In  closing  allow  me  to  display  it  just  once  more.  We 
have  displayed  it  for  a  rallying  point,  for  war,  for  unity,  for 
peace,  for  power,  for  protection,  for  victory,  for  courage,  con- 
secration, hardship,  self-sacrifice,  distinction,  and  for  separa- 
tion, and  lastly  I  display  it  for  Decision.  Yes,  for  decision  ! 
Here  are  two  armies.  Each  with  a  leader,  each  with  a  flag. 
The  leaders  are  Christ  and  Satan.  The  flags  are  the 
blood-stained  Banner  of  Calvary  and  the  black  flag  of 
rebellion.  Under  one  of  these  you  are  enlisted.  Which  is  it  ? 
You  know.  You  know  which  side  you  are  on.  Have  you 
ever  enlisted  for  Christ  ?  If  not  I  am  a  recruiting  officer.  I 
ask  for  your  decision — Holiness  or  Sin  !  Heaven  or  Hell ! 
Defeat  or  Victory  !  Faith  or  Unbelief  ?  Beconciliation  or 
Eebellion  !  Christ  or  the  Devil  !  Acceptance  or  Rejection  ! 
Now  or  perhaps  Never  !  ! 

Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side?    Who  will  serve  the  King  ? 
Who  will  be  his  helpers  ?    Other  lives  to  bring  ? 
Who  will  leave  the  world's  side  ?    Who  will  face  the  foe  ? 
Who  is  on  the  Lord's  side  ?    Who  for  Him  will  go  ? 

Not  for  weight  of  glory,  not  for  ct  own  and  palm, 
Enter  we  the  army,  raise  the  warrior  psalm, 
But  for  love  that  claimeth,  lives  for  whom  he  died, 
He  whom  Jesus  nameth,  must  be  on  His  side. 

Fierce  may  be  the  conflict,  strong  may  be  the  foe, 
But  the  King's  own  army,  none  can  overthrow  ; 
Round  his  standard  ranging,  victory  is  secure, 
For  His  truth  unchanging,  makes  the  triumph  sure. 
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|XE  tliat  covereth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper  ;  but  whoso 
T[     confesseth  and  forsakoth  them  shall  have  mercy." 
"      — Proverbs  xxviii,  13. 

I  — All  Men  have  Sins  that  need  to  be  Covered. 
The  Bible  says  : 

1st. — "  In  the  multitude  of  words  there  wanteth  not 
sin."    Prov.  x,  19. 

2nd. — "The  thought  of  foolishness  is  sin."    Prov.  xxiv,  1. 

3rd. — "  Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law."    1  Jno.  iii,  4. 

4th. — "  All  unrighteousness  is  sin." — I  John  v,  17. 

5th. — "To  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doeth  it 
not,  to  him  it  is  sin."    James  iv,  17. 

6th. — "  Whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin."  Romans 
xiv,  23. 

Look  at  the  3rd,    viz.,  Transgression  of    God's  law. 

Violations  of  the  1st  Commandment.  Setting  our 
minds  or  affections  on  any  thing  before  God,  e.  g.,  ourselves, 
our  societies,  money,  position,  pleasure,  &c.  All  false 
opinions  of  God,  or  virtually  making  our  own  God. 

Violations  of  2nd.-— All  image  worship.  Not  being  as 
anxious  as  we  should  for  the  upholding  of  Scriptural  worship 
of  God  ;  nor  grieving  as  we  might,  that  the  worship  of 
God  has  been  so  much  corrupted  in  many  quarters. 

Violations  of  the  3rd. — All  vain,  ignorant,  irreverent, 
and  careless  use  of  God's  names,  attributes,  word,  or 
ordinances. 
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Violations  of  the  4th. — All  idleness,  or  loafing  on  any 
of  the  six  days  ;  and  all  foolish  conversation,  reading  secular 
papers  and  books,  writing  letters,  feasting,  visiting,  &c,  on 
the  seventh.  Also  forgetting  to  prepare  for  the  Sabbath 
by  working  too  late  on  Saturday  night,  &c. 

Violations  of  the  5th. — All  disobedience  of  children  to 
their  parents  ;  and  all  neglect  of  parents  to  train  their 
children  and  set  them  a  good  example.  All  neglect  of 
masters  to  take  an  interest  in  their  servants,  and  simply 
using  them  for  their  own  profit  and  pleasure.  All  disrespect, 
and  mere  eye-service  on  the  part  of  servants. 

Violations  of  the  6th. — Doing  anything  to  injure  our- 
selves, or  others,  e.  bad  habits  such  as  any  inordinate 
appetite  of  eating  or  drinking,  late  hours,  working  too  hard, 
want  of  quietness  and  cheerfulness  of  spirit  caused  by 
worry.  All  liquor-selling  or  in  any  way  encouraging  the 
rum-traffic. 

Violations  of  the  7th. — All  impurity  of  thought,  word, 
or  deed,  or  anything  that  tends  thereto,  e.  g.,  bad  books  or 
pictures,  songs,  stories,  dancing,  apparel,  &c. 

Violations  of  the  8th. — All  cheating  and  fraudulent 
transactions  in  business;  e.  g.,  misrepresenting  the  value  of 
goods,  having  different  prices,  putting  false  brands  on  goods. 
All  adulteration  of  articles  of  food,  medicine,  and  clothing 
material.  All  smuggling  ;  "  corners,"  "  bears,"  "  bulls,"  and 
such  methods  of  acquiring  wealth.  All  gambling.  Exorbitant 
rates  of  interest.  Acquiring  property  by  technical  flaws  in  the 
laws.  Living  beyond  one's  means,  and  failing,  &e.  Robbing 
God  of  time,  talents,  influence,  or  money. 

Violations  of  the  9th. — All  lying,  slander,  back-biting, 
tale-bearing,  evil-speaking,  gossiping.    All  harsh  and  rash 
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censuring  of  others.  All  misconstruing  of  words,  actions, 
and  intentions.  Readiness  to  receive  bad  reports  ;  and  slow- 
ness to  receive  good  ones,  &c. 

Violations  of  the  10th. — All  discontentment  with  our 
lot.  All  want  of  submission  to  God's  will.  All  fretting 
and  worrying.  All  envy  and  jealousy.  This  commandment 
takes  special  notice  ot  the  state  of  the  heart.  It  more  than 
all  the  others,  can  be  violated  secretly.  Envy  and  jealousy, 
in  their  different  forms,  may  be  eating  at  our  hearts  like  a 
cancer,  while  our  outward  demeanor  is  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

Positive  covetousness  is  the  absorbing  desire  for  more 
than  we  possess.  When  its  object  is  wealth,  the  Bible  says, 
"  it  is  a  root  of  all  kinds  of  evil."  It  calls  the  covetous 
man  an  idolater,  thus  bringing  the  last  and  first  command- 
ment together,  so  that  we  conclude  where  we  commenced. 

II. — Men  try  to  Cover  their  Sins. 
1st. — Like  Adam  did.  "  If  I  covered  my  transgressions 
as  Adam,"  Job  xxxi,  33.  He  tried  to  hide  from  God, 
behind  some  trees.  How  many  seem  to  think  that  they 
can  hide  from  God.  Some  do  things  in  the  dark  they 
would  not  dare  to  do  in  the  light, — "  deeds  of  darkness." 
Such  should  read  :  "If  I  say,  surely  the  darkness  shall 
cover  me  ;  even  the  night  shall  be  light  about  me.  Yea, 
the  darkness  hideth  not  from  Thee  ;  but  the  night  shineth 
as  the  day  ;  the  darkness  and  the  light  are  both  alike  to 
Thee,"  Ps.  exxxix,  11,  12.  Others  think  if  they  are  in  a 
crowd,  that  God  does  not  see  them.  How  badly  many  from 
the  country  act  when  they  get  into  a  city.  How  wickedly 
corporations  of  men  act.  Each  thinks  he  is  hidden  behind 
the  others. 
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Then  Adam  tried  to  bide  behind  his  wife.  How  many 
blame  others,  instead  of  manfully  acknowledging  personal 
guilt  ?  Eve  blamed  Satan.  There  cannot  be  much  room 
behind  him  by  this  time. 

2nd. — Many  try  to  cover  their  sins  ivith  their  good  deeds. 
<:  I  know  I  do  many  wicked  things,  but  look  at  all  the  good 
deeds  I  do."  A  man  before  a  judge  says  :  "  I  acknowledge 
I  did  what  is  charged  against  me,  but  look  at  all  the  good 
things  I  have  done."  Would  that  clear  him  ?  Then  the 
Bible  likens  one's  own  "  righteousnesses "  to  filthy  rags. 
Rather  poor  covering  in  which  to  stand  before  God  !  The 
Bible  also  describes  man  trying  to  cover  himself  with  his 
own  righteousness,  thus  :  "  The  bed  is  shorter  than  that  a 
man  can  stretch  himself  on  it  ;  and  the  covering  narrower 
than  that  he  can  wrap  himself  in  it." — Is.  xxviii,  20. 

3rd. — Many  try  to  cover  their  sins  in  a  short  memory. 
Such  forget  that  God  has  a  perfect  memory.  In  Ps.  1,  He 
enumerates  sins  that  people  are  committing,  and  says  : 
"  These  things  hast  thou  done,  and  I  kept~  silence,  thou 
thoughtest  that  I  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  thyself ; 
but  I  will  reprove  thee  and  set  them  in  order  befoie  their 
eyes.  Now  consider  this  ye  that  forget  God."  Besides,  it 
is  doubtful  if  man  really  forgets  anything.  See  how  all 
one's  life  passes  quickly  in  review  in  a  few  seconds,  when 
they  are  drowning.  Then  in  certain  nervous  conditions, 
persons  have  repeated  whole  books,  of  which  they  could  not 
remember  one  line  in  their  normal  state. 

In  one  description  of  the  judgment  we  read  :  "  And  the 
Books  were  opened,  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  those 
things  which  were  written  in  the  books." — Rev.  xx,  12.  Is 
memory  one  of  the  Books  1   Every  sound  that  goes  into  the 
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phonograph  can  be  reproduced  years  after.  I  believe  it  is  so 
with  memory.  Nothing  is  forgotten.  What  an  awful 
thing  when  it  is  said  to  some  of  you,  as  it  was  to  the  rich 
man,  "  Son,  remember." 

4th. — Many  try  to  cover  their  sins  with  the  sins  of  others. 
"  I  know  I'm  bad,  but  look  what  others  do.  See  the  sins 
of  some  church  members."  But  will  dirt  cover  dirt  ?  Will 
sin  cover  sin  %  Yet  how  many  constantly  talk  about  the 
sins  of  others.    Raking  up  sins  to  cover  their  own. 

III. — How  Foolish  it  is  to  try  to  Cover  Sin. 

1st. — Because  God  sees  it  all  the  time.  "  All  things  are 
naked  and  opened  unto  the  eyes  of  Him  with  whom  we  have 
to  do."  "  Thou  understandest  my  thoughts  afar  off/'  says 
the  Psalmist.  Again  and  again  it  is  said,  "  Jesus  knowing 
their  thoughts."  Proverbs  v,  21,  says  :  il  The  ways  of  man 
are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  he  pondereth  all  his 
goings."  Jeremiah  asks,  "  Can  any  hide  himself  in  secret 
places  that  I  shall  not  see  him  1  saith  the  Lord.  Do  not  I 
fill  heaven  and  earth  1    saith  the  Lord." — Chap,  xxiii,  24. 

The  sinner  reminds  one  of  the  children  who,  when  they 
wish  to  do  something  wrong,  close  their  own  eyes,  as  if  that 
hid  their  actions  from  those  watching  them.  Let  us  always 
remember  that  even  our  "  secret  sins  "  are  set  "  in  the  light 
of  His  countenance." — Ps.  xc,  8. 

2nd. — It  is  foolish  to  cover  sin,  because  all  sin  will 
sometime  be  uncovered.  Possibly  in  life.  "  Bo  sure  your 
sin  will  find  you  out."  Joseph's  brethren  covered  their 
sin.  They  dipped  his  coat  in  blood,  and  carried  it  to  their 
father,  who  exclaimed  :  "  It's  my  son's  coat ;  an  evil  beast 
hath  devoured  him ;  Joseph  is  without  doubt  rent  in 
pieces  1"    How  they  chuckled  to  themselves  !   "  Aren't  we 
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cute  1  Father  thinks  a  bear  ate  him  up  !"  Twenty-two 
years  after  this,  the  whole  thing  was  uncovered.  Their  sin 
found  them  out  ! 

David  sinned  and  "  covered  up  his  tracks"  in  a  wonder- 
fully wily  way.  He  never  expected  that  anyone  would 
know  about  that  secret  letter  and  its  contents.  But 
Nathan's  story  and  pointed  application,  "  Thou  art  the 
man,"  showed  him  that  his  sin  had  found  him  out.  Some 
of  you  think  you  are  covering  up  your  sins  very  cleverly. 
"  Mother  does  not  know,  wife  does  not  know,  the  minister 
does  not  know,  my  neighbours  do  not  know,  nobody 
knows."  Now,  do  not  deceive  yourselves.  The  chances 
are  we  will  read  all  about  you  in  the  newspapers  some  day. 
"  Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out." 

But  remember,  if  it  does  not  in  time,  it  is  certain  to  in 
eternity.  "  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment  with 
every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil.'' 
Ecc.  xii,  xiv.  "  For  there  is  nothing  covered  that  shall 
not  be  revealed  ;  neither  hid  that  shall  not  be  known." — 
Luke  xii,  2.  "  When  the  Lord  comes  He  will  both  bring 
to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  will  make  mani- 
fest the  counsels  of  the  hearts." — 1  Cor.  iv,  5.  "  In  the 
day  when  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  by  Jesus 
Christ." — Romans  ii,  16.  The  teaching  of  these  and  many 
other  passages  is  evident.  Why  then  do  men  go  on  in  sin  1 
"  Because  sentence  against  an  evil  work  is  not  executed 
speedily  ;  therefore  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  fully  set 
in  them  to  do  evil." — Ecc.  viii,  11. 

Two  young  men  went  to  a  livery-stable  to  hire  a  horse. 
"  How  far  are  you  going  V  asked  the  livery-man.  "  To  a 
village  five  miles  distant,"  they  replied.  "  All  right,"  he 
answered,  "  you  can  have  a  horse."    In  the  evening  they 
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came  back,  and  the  man  looked  at  the  "  Odometer"  on  the 
wheel,  and  it  registered  sixteen  miles.  "  How  far  were  you  ]" 
he  asked.  "  Just  ten  miles,"  they  answered.  "  Now  young 
men,"  he  said,  "  what's  the  use  of  you  lying  ?  you  drove 
on  three  miles  further  than  you  promised.  I  have  it  regis- 
tered on  the  '  Odometer.'  "    "  The  Books  shall  be  opened  !" 

A  steamer  leaves  a  port  in  India.  She  is  driven  hundreds 
of  miles  out  of  her  course,  but  in  due  time  arrives  in  Halifax. 
Passengers  could  not  see  the  propellor,  nor  count  its  revolu- 
tions, as  from  day  to  day  it  hurried  them  on  their  journey  ; 
but  the  owner  can  go  on  board,  and  on  the  register  in  the 
engine-room,  read  it  all  in  plain  figures.  "  The  Books  shall 
be  opened  !" 

A  person  was  indulging  a  secret  sin.    They  dreamed 

they  died  and  saw  the  judgment.    There  was  the  great 

white  throne,  and  him  that  sat  upon  it.    There  the  dead, 

small  and  great,  in  vast  procession  coining  up,  and  up,  and 

up.    They  saw  that  when  they  came  to  a  dividing-line,  the 

Judge  waved  his  hand  ;    and  some  went  to  the  right,  and 

others  to  the  left,  as  he  waved  the  other  hand.     As  the 

dividing-line  was  reached  by  this  person,  they  raised  their 

eyes  and  found  the  eye  of  the  Judge  fixed  upon  them.  In 

fear  the  eyes  of  the  person  dropped  upon  themselves,  and 

they  saw  a  stain.    At  once  they  placed  their  hand  over  it, 

but  it  shone  through  the  hand.    Then  the  other  hand,  but 

it  shone  through  both.    Then  they  wrapped  the  folds  of 

their  mantle  over  it,  but  it  shone  through  all.     In  terror 

of  agony  they  woke  to  find  that  they  were  living  in  sin. 

Are  you  living  in  sin  ? 

"  The  Judge  and  the  judgment, 
Your  turn  must  come  too, 
Should  sin  then  be  found, 
Oh,  what  will  ycu  do  ?" 
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IV. — How  to  Cover  Sins  ? 

The  answer  is  an  apparent  contradiction,  but  it's  God's 
way,  viz.,  uncover  them.  "  Whoso  confesseth  and  for- 
saketh  them  shall  have  mercy."  You  remember  how  the 
Mercy-seat  sprinkled  with  blood,  covered  the  sins  of  God's 
ancient  people.  "  Mercy  seat"  literally  means  ''covering" 
Indeed  the  root  meaning  of  mercy  is  to  cover  ;  "  He.  that 
covereth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper,  but  whoso  confesseth  and 
forsaketh  them,  God  ivill  cover  them."  Christ  is  our 
"  Mercy  seat,"  our  "  Propitiation,"  our  "  Covering." 

Two  men  ! — The  first  tried  to  cover  his  sins  by  his  good 
deeds,  and  by  the  sins  of  others.  He  said  :  "  God,  I  thank 
Thee  that  I  am  not  as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjust, 
adulterers,  or  even  as  this  publican.  T  fast  twice  in  the 
the  week.  I  give  tithes  of  all  that  I  possess."  The  second 
did  not  try  to  cover  his  sins  in  any  way.  He  uncovered 
them  all,  and  the  sight  was  such  that  he  "  would  not  lift  up 
so  much  as  his  eyes  uuto  Heaven,  but  smote  upon  his 
breast  saying,  God  be  propitiated.  (Marg.  R.  V.),  to  me  teie 
sinner."  Or,  God  be  "  Mercy-seated  "  to  me  ;  or  literally, 
God  cover  my  sins.  Jesus  said,  "  I  tell  you  this  man  went 
down  to  his  house  justified  rather  than  the  other." 

If  we  confess  our  sins  He  is  faithful,  and  just  to  forgive 
Us  our  sins."  It  does  not  say  merciful  and  gracious.  His 
mercy  and  grace  are  shown  in  sending  Christ.  In  the  cross 
of  Christ  "  Mercy  and  truth  met  together  ;  righteousness 
and  peace  kissed  each  other."  Now  in  Christ  God  can  be 
"  just  and  the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus." 

It's  grand,  men,  to  know  that  there  is  one  thing  God 
himself  cannot  do.  If  you  bring  all  your  sins,  of  whatever 
kind,  and  however  many,  and  put  them  in  a  great  heap,  and 
truly  forsake  them,  God  will  cover  them  so  that  He  can 
never  see  them ;  for  God  cannot  see  a  sinner's  sins  through 
the  blood  of  Christ.  Praise  the  Lord  !  and  again  I  say, 
Praise  the  Lord  !  ! 
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Ol  MAN  came  to  mo  recently,  and  said  :  "  Please  explain 
djL  Ecc.  iii,  19,  22."  It  is  one  of  the  infidel  passages  of 
1/  this  book.     The  best  explanation  I  know  of  these 

passages  is,  that  they  are  part  of  Solomon's  experience  wbile 
he  was  a  back-slider  ;  written  either  while  he  was  away 
from  God,  or  as  a  warning  to  others  after  his  return  to  God. 

He  begins  the  book  by  referring  to  the  monotony  of  a 
worldly  life.  "Is  life  worth  living?"  Surely  not  from  this 
standpoint.  He  says,  "  One  generation  passeth  away  and 
another  generation  cometh."  "  The  sun  also  ariseth,  and 
the  sun  goeth  down."  "  The  wind  goeth  toward  the  south, 
and  turneth  about  unto  I  he  north  ;  it  whirleth  about  con- 
tinually ;  and  the  wind  retnrneth  again  according  to  his 
circuits."  "All  the  rivers  run  into  the  sea,  yet  the  sea  is  not 
full  ;  unto  the  place  from  whence  the  rivers  came  thither 
they  return  again."  "The  eye  is  not  satisfied  with  seeing, 
nor  the  ear  filled  with  hearing."  "  There  is  no  new  thing 
under  the  sun."  No  wonder  then  that  he  exclaimed, 
"Vanity  of  vanities,  all  is  vanity  !" 

First, — He  tried  knoivledye  to  relieve  this  monotony. 
"  I  gave  my  heart  to  seek  and  search  out  by  wisdom,  con- 
cerning all  things  that  are  done  under  heaven."  "1  have 
gotten  more  wisdom  than  all  the}  that  have  been  before  me 
in  Jerusalem  :  yea,  my  heart  had  great  experience  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge."  .From  other  Scriptures  we  learn 
that  he  wrote  3,000  Proverbs,  and  1,005  Songs.    He  studied 
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Botany  and  Zoology  ;  for  we  read,  "  He  spake  of  trees,  from 
the  cedar  tree  that  is  in  Lebanon,  even  unto  the  hyssop 
that  springeth  out  of  the  wall ;  he  spake  also  of  beasts  and 
of  fowl,  and  of  creeping  things,  and  of  fishes."  Indeed  it 
says  :  "  His  wisdom  excelled  the  wisdom  of  all  the  children 
of  the  Etst  country,  and  all  the  wisdom  of  Egypt."  People 
came  from  far  and  near  to  hear  his  wisdem.  But  wisdom 
did  not  satisfy  him.  Indeed  it  only  made  him  worse,  for 
he  says  :  "  In  much  wisdom  is  much  grief,  and  he  that 
increaseth  knowledge  increaseth  sorrow."  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  more  one  knows,  the  more  they  know  there  is  to 
know.  Of  wisdom,  Solomon  therefore  says,  "  Behold  all  is 
vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit." 

Second, — He  tried  mirth  or  pleasure.  What  is  your 
testimony  who  are  trying  these  ?  Cards,  theatres,  novels, 
parties,  dances,  jokes,  songs,  &c.  Matthews,  a  comedian, 
was  making  all  London  laugh.  A  man  came  to  see  a 
famous  doctor.  He  said  :  "  I'm  miserable  and  wretched. 
The  fact  is  I  have  a  bad  dose  of  the  blues."  The  doctor 
replied  :  "  I'd  advise  you  to  go  and  hear  Matthews." 
"  Why,"  he  exclaimed,  "  I'm  Matthews  !"  So  far  as  giving 
satisfaction  is  concerned,  Solomon  said  of  pleasure,  "  Behold 
this  also  is  vanity." 

Third, — He  tried  wine.  It  seems  he  had  to  force  him- 
self to  this,  for  the  margin  reads  :  "  I  sought  in  mine 
heart  to  draw  my  flesh  with  or  unto  wine."  No  one  seems 
to  like  liquor  for  its  own  sake.  It's  more  for  what  it  brings. 
The  Indian  said,  "  It  makes  glad  coma.?'  This  is  why 
Solomon  tried  it.  A  story  is  told  of  a  pig  that  was  made 
drunk,  by  putting  liquor  on  cranberries  which  he  was 
forced  to  eat.    He  got  very  drunk  and  very  sick.    After  he 
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sobered  up,  one  day  he  came  to  a  barrel,  and  poked  his  nose 
into  it,  and  when  he  saw  that  it  contained  cranberries,  he 
turned  and  ran  for  his  life.  A  pig  wouldn't  get  drunk  the 
second  time  ! 

Need  I  say  that  Solomon  found  wine  a  failure  ?  The 
wonder  is,  that  such  a  wise  man  tried  it.  Besides  he  knew 
what  Noah  and  others  had  brought  on  themselves  and  their 
families  by  drinking  wine.  Was  it  not  Solomon  also  who 
said  :  "  Who  hath  woe  1  who  hath  sorrow  ?  who  hath 
contentions?  who  hath  babbling?  who  hath  wounds  with- 
out cause  ?  who  hath  redness  of  eyes  ?  They  that  tarry 
long  at  the  wine;  they  that  go  to  seek  mixed  wine.  Look 
not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth  his 
colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  moveth  itself  aright.  At  the 
last  it  biteth  like  a  serpent  and  stingeth  like  an  adder." 
And  again  :  "  Wine  is  a  mocker,  strong  drink  is  raging, 
and  whosoever  is  deceived  thereby  is  not  wise."  But  he 
was  determined  to  make  trial  of  all  possible  sources  of 
satisfaction. 

Fourth, — He  tried  the  Pride  of  Life.  He  says  :  "  I 
made  me  great  works  ;  I  builded  me  houses."  Besides  the 
Temple  he  built  a  palace  for  himself,  and  one  for  his  wife. 
Also  the  house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon,  with  its  throne  of 
ivory  and  gold.  He  had  also  a  summer-palace  in  Lebanon, 
and  a  «umber  of  ivory  towers.  He  says  :  "  I  planted  me 
vineyards.  I  made  me  gardens  and  orchards,  (or  as  it  is 
literally,  paradises)  ;  and  I  planted  trees  in  them  of  all 
kinds  of  fruit.  I  made  me  pools  of  water,  to  water  there 
with  the  wood  that  bringeth  forth  trees.  I  got  me  servants 
and  maidens,  and  had  servants  born  in  my  house.  Also  I 
had  great  possession  of  great  and  small  cattle,  (literally,  of 
herd  and  flock) ;   above  all  that  were  in  Jerusalem  before 
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me."  Does  not  all  this  remind  you  of  many  of  our  rich 
men  ?  They  go  into  fanning  and  gardening  ;  gather  about 
them  a  retinue  of  servants  ;  get  herds  of  cattle,  flocks  of 
sheep,  studs  of  horses ;  not  for  the  purpose  of  making 
money,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  them  to  their 
visitors,  and  for  the  personal  satisfaction  it  gives  to  inspect 
them  occasionally. 

He  goes  on  :  '*  I  gathered  me  also  silver  and  gold,  and 
the  peculiar  treasure  of  kings  and  of  the  provinces."  Isn't 
this  exactly  what  many  of  our  wealthy  men  do  ?  They 
purchase  lor  immense  sums,  cabinets  of  precious  stones  ; 
original  paintings  ;  rare  autographs,  &c.  ;  not  so  much  for 
ornament,  as  to  satisfy  the  "  pride  of  life,"  by  owning  things 
impossible  for  others  to  possess.  "I  got  me  men  singers 
and  women  singers,  and  the  delights  of  the  sons  of  men,  as 
musical  instruments,  and  that  of  all  sorts."  He  added  to  all 
the  display  of  wealth  and  luxury  the  pleasures  of  music. 
Bands  and  orchestras  of  all  kinds  discoursed  sweet  melody 
almost  wherever  one  went.  "So  I  was  great,  and  increased 
more  than  all  that  were  before  me  in  Jerusalem  ;  also  my 
wisdom  remained  with  me."  All  this  magnificence  and 
grandeur  did  not  turn  his  head  ;  but  he  was  competent  to 
derive  pleasure  and  satisfaction  from  these  things,  if  it  were 
possible  for  mortal  man  to  do  so.  Indeed  language  fails  to 
tell  all  he  did  and  attempted,  to  satisfy  himself,  for  he  says  : 
"  Whatsoever  mine  eyes  desired,  I  kept  not  from  them  ;  I 
withheld  not  my  heart  from  any  joy." 

Now,  let  us  hear  the  verdict  :  "  Then  I  looked  on  all 
the  works  that  my  hands  had  wrought,  and  on  the  labour 
that  I  had  laboured  to  do  ;  and  behold  all  was  vanity  and 
vexation  of  spirit." 
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Fifth, — There  is  one  other  thing  of  which  so  far  we  have 
had  no  particular  account,  viz.,  the  accumulation  of  immense 
riches.  Solomon  tried  this  too.  We  are  told  in  1  Kings  x, 
14-18  :  "  Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  came  to  Solomon  in 
one  year  was  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  talents;  beside  that 
he  had  of  the  merchantmen  and  of  the  traffic  of  the  spice 
merchants,  and  of  all  the  kings  of  Arabia,  and  of  the 
governors  of  the  country.  And  King  Solomon  made  two 
hundred  targets  of  beaten  gold  ;  six  hundred  shekels  of 
gold  went  to  one  target.  And  he  made  three  hundred 
shields  of  beaten  gold.  Moreover  the  king  made  a  great 
throne  of  ivory  and  overlaid  it  with  the  best  gold."  **  All 
his  drinking  vessels  were  of  gold,  and  all  the  vessels  of  the 
house  of  the  forest  of  Lebanon  were  of  pure  gold.  None 
were  of  silver  ;  it  was  nothing  accounted  of  in  the  days  of 
Solomon." — v.  21.  "  He  made  silver  to  be  in  Jerusalem  as 
stones." — v.  27.  "  So  King  Solomon  exceeded  all  the 
kings  of  the  East  for  riches." — v.  23.  Speaking  of  riches, 
he  says,  Ecc.  v,  9  :  "  The  king  himself  is  served  by  the 
field."  What  better  things  can  a  rich  man  get  to  eat  than 
a  poor  man  ?  He  has  to  eat  bread  and  potatoes,  and  other 
fruits  of  the  earth.  With  all  his  millions,  he  has  to  subsist 
on  much  the  same  food  as  common  mortals.  Then  he  refers 
to  the  want  of  utility  of  hoarded  wealth:  "  What  good  is 
these  to  the  owners  thereof,  saving  the  beholding  of  them 
with  their  eyes'?" — v.  11.  Another  thing  Solomon  noticed 
wTas  :  "  A  man  to  whom  God  hath  given  riches,  wealth 
and  honour,  so  that  he  wanteth  nothing  for  his  soul  of  all 
that  he  de^ireth,  yet  God  giveth  him  not  power  to  eat 
thereof." — Chap,  vi,  2.  When  the  man  had  to  work  for 
a  living,  he  had  a  good  appetite  and  could  enjoy  his  food. 
Now  that  he  is  idle  so  much,  he  is  troubled  with  dyspepsia, 
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and  its  accompanying  miseries.  He  also  says;  "The  sleep 
of  a  labouring  man  is  sweet,  whether  he  eat  little  or  much, 
but  the  abundance  of  the  rich  will  not  suffer' him  to  sleep." 
— v.  1 2.  Going  by  the  cottage  of  the  working-man,  the  rich 
monopolist  can  hear  his  poor  neighbour  snore,  as  he  enjoys  : 

"  Tired  Nature's  sweet  restorer — balmy  sleep," 
But  he  is  afraid  that  the  banks  will  fail ;  stocks  fall  ;  the 
burglars  break  in  ;  and  ultimately  "  He  beget  a  son,  and 
there  is  nothing  in  his  hand." — v.  14.  That  is,  he  fears 
after  all  that  he  will  die  poor  and  have  nothing  to  leave  his 
heirs.  Besides,  he  knows  he  cannot  take  his  riches  with 
him:  "As  he  came  forth  of  his  mother's  womb,  naked 
shall  he  return  to  go  as  he  came,  and  shall  take  nothing  of 
his  labours  which  he  may  carry  away  in  his  hand." — v.  15. 
Then  he  does  not  know  what  is  to  become  of  it  after  his 
death  :  "  I  hated  all  my  labour  which  I  had  taken  under 
the  sun,  because  I  should  leave  it  unto  the  man  that  shall 
be  after  me.  And  who  knoweth  whether  he  shall  be  a 
wise  man  or  a  fool  ?  Yet  shall  he  have  rule  over  all  my 
labour  wherein  I  have  laboured,  and  wherein  I  have  shewed 
myself  wise  under  the  sun." — Chap,  ii,  vs.  18,  19. 

In  the  context  Solomon  says  :  "  A  good  name  is  better 
than  precious  ointment." — Chap,  vii,  1.  What  a  name 
many  rich  men  have  !  One  died  sometime  ago  in  a  town 
where  I  was.  After  he  seemed  to  be  dead,  someone  said  : 
"Is  he  really  dead  I"  The  answer  was,  "  Hold  a  cent  before 
his  eyes  ;  if  he  is  alive,  he  will  grab  for  it."  Surely,  as 
Solomon  says  :  "  His  name  shall  be  covered  with  darkness." 
— Chap,  vi,  4.  One  often  sympathizes  with  Sydney  Smith 
when  he  said:  "You  can  tell  what  the  Lord  thinks  of 
money,  by  the  kind  of  people  to  whom  he  gives  it,"  In 
6 


122 


TALKS    TO    YOUNG   MEN  ONLY, 


view  of  all  the  above,  no  wonder  Solomon  says  :  "  He  that 
loveth  silver  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  silver  ;  nor  he  that 
loveth  abundance,  with  increase.  This  is  also  vanity.7' — 
Chap,  v,  10. 

Now,  the  application  is  this.  God  seems  to  have  made 
one  man,  and  given  him  every  possible  chance  to  find 
satisfaction  in  the  things  of  this  life.  Other  men  get 
wealth,  but  they  have  no  education  or  position.  Sometimes 
they  get  position,  but  have  no  wealth.  Most  men  have 
some  hindrance  to  what  they  consider  perfect  conditions  for 
complete  felicity.  This  man  had  wealth,  health,  learning 
and  leisure.  He  also  had  position,  power,  and  honour,  for 
he  says  :  "  I,  the  Preacher,  was  King  over  Israel  in  Jeru- 
salem." From  this  world's  stand-point,  he  lacked  nothing. 
If  what  he  possessed  could  not  truly  fill  the  heart,  why 
need  others  try  !  As  he  himself  asked  :  "  What  can  the 
man  do  that  cometh  after  the  King  T  If  he  over  and  over 
pronounced  such  things  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit," 
who  need  hope  to  make  them  a  satisfying  portion  for  the 
immortal  spirit  1  Why  not  then  accept  his  testimony  ?  You 
can  never  hope  for  one-half  the  opportunity  he  had  to  find 
satisfaction  in  this  world.  Yet  all  like  to  experiment 
for  themselves.  Some  of  you  have  tried  all  possible  sources 
of  pleasure  and  satisfaction.    What  is  your  verdict  1 

I  heard  of  a  man  who  placed  in  his  shop-window  a 
placard,  which  read  :  "  I'll  give  $100.00  to  the  first  person 
who  proves  to  me  that  they  are  satisfied."  No  one  churned 
the  reward  for  a  long  time.  However,  one  day  a  man  came 
in  and  said  :  "  I  want  that  $100.00."  "  Why  ?"  asked  the 
storekeeper.  "  Because,"  he  replied,  "  you  say  you  will 
give  it  to  anyone  who  is  satisfied."    "So  I  will.    Are  you 
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satisfied  V  he  asked.  "  Yes,  I  am,"  was  the  prompt 
answer.  "  Perfectly  satisfied?"  again  asked  the  storekeeper. 
"Yes,  perfectly  satisfied,"  said  the  applicant.  "Well,  if 
you  are,"  answered  the  man,  "  what  do  you  want  the  $100.00 
for  T  The  truth  is,  that  apart  from  Christ,  the  human  heart 
cannot  he  perfectly  satisfied. 

There  are  two  things  that  keep  constantly  coming  up  to 
all  those  who  are  living  a  life  of  pleasure  and  sin,  w7hich 
prevent  them  from  being  entirely  satisfied.  First,  the 
thought  of  death.  Solomon  in  this  book  refers  to  it.  He 
speaks  of  the  infirmities  of  age  coming  on,  and  then,  "  The 
silver  cord  be  loosed,  or  the  golden  bowl  be  broken,  or  the 
pitcher  be  broken  at  the  fountain,  or  the  wheel  broken  at 
the  cistern.  Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it 
was  ;  and  the  spirit  shall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it." 
Ah  yes  !  the  thought  of  death  detracts  wonderfully  from 
"  the  pleasures  of  sin."  If  you  conld  only  go  on  ;  making 
money ;  adding  to  your  possessions  ;  indulging  your  lusts  ; 
keeping  bad  company  ;  these  things  would  afford  more  com- 
fort. The  thought  that  you  must  leave  them  ;  the  knowledge 
that  these  things  will  not  help  you  in  that  supreme  hour  ; 
the  assurance  that  death  is  inevitable,  if  Christ  does  not 
come  ;   how  these  help  to  pale  your  guilty  pleasures. 

A  Sabbath-School  teacher  was  telling  his  class  about 
the  Rich  man  and  Lazarus.  After  describing  the  luxurious 
life  and  the  miserable  death  of  the  one  ;  and  the  miserable 
life  and  happy  death  of  the  other,  he  said  :  "  Now  boys, 
which  of  these  men  would  you  sooner  be  ?"  One  little 
fellow  spoke  up  and  said  :  "Please  sir,  I'd  like  to  be  the 
rich  man  while  I  lived,  and  the  poor  man  when  I  died." 
Howr  honest  and  natural  his  answer  !    If  men  could  only 
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have  their  sins  in  life  and  their  Saviour  in  death,  they 
would  like  it  immensely.     Alas!    this  is  impossible. 

Second, — The  thought  of  judgment  keeps  men  from 
enjoying  thoroughly  the  things  of  this  life.  Solomon  refers 
to  this.  He  says  :  "  Rejoice,  O  young  man  in  thy  youth, 
and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and 
walk  in  the  ways  of  thine  heart  and  in  the  sight  of  thine 
eyes,  but  know  thou  that  for  all  tliese  things  God  will  bring 
thee  into  judgment"  Again,  he  says  :  "  God  shall  bring 
every  work  into  judgment  with  every  secret  thing,  whether 
it  be  good  or  whether  it  be  evil."  "  Aye  !  that's  the  rub." 
"  After  death  the  judgment," — the  judgment  ! 

"  Let  us  hear  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter.  Fear 
God  and  keep  his  commandments  :  for  this  is  the  whole 
duty  of  man."  Or  leaving  out  the  word  duty}  (which  in  our 
version  is  in  italics,  showing  that  it  does  not  occur  in  the 
original),  it  reads  :  "  This  is  the  whole  of  man."  That  is, 
if  you  wish  to  be  a  whole  man  ;  the  best  possible  man  that 
you  can  be,  or  God  can  make  you ;  turn  from  all  these 
things,  as  an  end  in  themselves,  take  Christ  as  your  per- 
sonal Saviour,  and  make  it  your  chief  end  to  glorify  God, 
that  you  may  enjoy  Him  now  and  forevermore. — Amen 
and  Amen. 
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